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Couer: NASA photo of Apollo 12 astronaut walking on the 
surface of the moon (see Life Magazine, 12 Dec .. l969). His body 
orgone energy field is so~ly glowing a blue color in the lunar 
uacuum, possibly due to excitation by his high-frequency radio 
communications equipment. This blue coloration of the energy 
field in the photo, which has been seen in a few other lunar as
tronaut images, has been systematically ignored or explained 
away as an effect of "lunar dust" or "water vapor". In fact, it is a 
visible expression of the human orgone aife) energy field. 
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"We consider the discovery of the orgone energy among 
the greatest events in human history."- from a letter to the 
American Medical Association, signed by 17 medical doc
tors in 1949. 

"THE ORGONE ACCUMULATOR IS THE MOST IM
PORTANT SINGLE DISCOVERY IN THE HISTORY OF 
MEDICINE, BAR NONE" - Theodore P. Wolfe, M.D., from 
Emotional Plague Versus Orgone Biophysics, 1948. 

"It is justifiable that the discovery of orgone energy and 
its medical applications by means of the orgone accumula
tor, the orgone shooter, bionous earth, and orgone water have 
opened up an abundance of new and, it appears, amazingly 
good prospects." - Wilhelm Reich, M.D. from The Cancer 
Biopathy (Discovery of the Orgone, Volume 2), 1948. 

"What would you say of the leading philosophers here to 
whom I have offered a thousand times of my own accord to 
show my studies, but who with the lazy obstinacy of a serpent 
who has eaten his full have never consented to look at the 
planets, the moon, or telescope? To such people philosophy is 
a kind of book ... where the truth is to be sought not in the Uni
verse or in nature, but (I use their own words) by comparing 
texts." - Galileo Galilei, Italian astronomer of the 1600s 
who proved that the Earth moved in the heavens, shortly be
fore being prosecuted and tortured by the Catholic Church. 

" ... the orgone energy does not exist."- Judge John D. 
Clifford, from a 1954 U.S. court ruling in which all of Dr. 
Reich's books and research journals were banned, and or
dered burned in incinerators; Reich was sent to a Federal 
Penitentiary, where he died. 
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1. Foreword 

At last, thirty two years after the 1957 death of Wilhelm 
Reich, human beings can begin to study orgonomy like any 
other body of knowledge, helped by the Orgone Accumulator 
Handbook. This concise and informative book contains in a 
nutshell a condensed, clear account of the discovery, made 
usable by all who are interested in the cosmic life energy. 
Herein is printed: the scientific definition of the orgone en
ergy; the history of how the steps of observation, experimen
tation,, and theoretical insight led Reich to practical applica
tions; the principles for construction and experimental uses 
of the orgone energy accumulator, with detailed suggestions 
for needed material, layering, and dimensions; and final
ly a very useful reference list. Professor J. DeMeo shows his 
thorough knowledge of the subject, which as yet is banned 
and omitted from the 20th Century academic curriculum, ex
cept for a few pioneering lecture courses (in New York and 
West Berlin). 

Wilhelm Reich said that even though the life energy had 
been known for thousands of years, he managed to make it 
concretely usable, and that the era of its applications has just 
started. However, this Handbook is the first printed materi
al in recent years on specifically how to concentrate the en
ergy from the Earth's atmosphere. It is usable for a laborato
ry course on the subject of cosmic life energy. This material 
could be comprehended by intelligent high school or college 
students. It answers my almost fifty year old hope, for the in
clusion of life energy facts in the body of knowledge that all 
educated people on Earth should learn in their schooling. 
Thank you James DeMeo. 

Eva Reich, M.D. 
West Berlin, March 1989 
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2. Author's Preface 
When I was 12 years old, a favorite uncle of mine died a 

suffering death from lung cancer. The doctors had removed 
one of bis lungs, and for a few months he lingered, being in
capable of talking or moving very much, and in a great deal 
of pain. My aunts would not allow tbe children to see him in 
such sorry shape, except for one time, when he was dressed 
up for the entire family, which had gathered to quietly say 
good-bye. I was very sad when he died. When I was 15, my 
mother was diagnosed as having breast cancer. I was by her 
bed in the hospital when she recovered from surgery, and 
when she was told that her breast had been amputated in a 
radical mastectomy. I will never forget the look on her face. 
She survived the surgery, but the emotional resignation 
which she carried, and which preceded her cancer by several 
decades, was never diagnosed or discussed. Friends of our 
family had urged us to look into some alternative treatments 
for cancer, but everybody believed that the doctors in the hos
pital knew best. Listed as a "survivor" in the cancer statis
tics, my mother progressively declined after the surgery, 
and died about eight years later, having refused to undergo 
additional surgery. . 

My experience with relatives dying of cancer is not unu
sual, as degenerative disease is now at epidemic levels. The 
statistics today demonstrate that the "war on cancer" has 
been lost, and that in spite of all the radical surgeries, drugs 
and radiation treatments, patients today survive no longer 
or more frequently than they did in the 1950s. Indeed, dege
nerative disorders have today spread into youthful age 
groups and populations where they once were rare. Scientific 
evidence does not exist to support the assertion that surgery, 
radiation, and chemotherapy are effective forms of treat
ment for cancer, and traditional medicine today gives hard
ly more than lip service to preventative considerations. 
These troubling facts become all the more disturbing when 
one begins to study the various alternative, non-invasive 
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and non-toxic cancer therapies. Dismissed for decades as 
"quackery" by organized medicine, most of these therapies 
appear to be reasonably or even remarkably effective. Their 
advocates and practitioners have often taken great risks to 
bring what they believe are safe and effective treatments to 
sick people. The organized medical community, with finan
cial links to the pharmaceutical industry, has not cared to 
seriously look into these techniques. Instead, the techniques 
have been unwarrantedly attacked, and pseudo investiga
tions have been launched, with predictable outcomes: clinics 
have been shut by brute police force, through court orders; 
medical records and research protocols have been seized, 
and jail sentences have been handed out. Books have also 
been burned. In this context, a great fraud has been perpe
trated upon the American people, and upon our courts and le
gal system, by the larger organized medical associations, 
and related government bureaucracies. 

In this short Handbook, I cannot give a history of these 
antiscientific and unethical abuses, but a few articles and 
books on the question are listed in the reference section. 
Clearly, a major reason for the impotence of modern medi
cine in dealing with degenerative diseases lies in the fact 
that the organized medical community has used police-state 
tactics to suppress important new findings, and the unortho
dox practitioner, irrespective of any scientific evidence that 
exists. In fact, the most well documented and effective unor
thodox therapies have been the most hotly attacked. Many, 
many promising therapies have been suppressed over the 
years, through an emotional collusion, and some outright 
conspiracy for economic motives, between medical inter
ests, drug companies, plague journalists, prejudiced aca
demics, and puritanical government bureaucrats and judg
es. In this process, the truth has been trampled badly, and the 
methods of science, discarded. 

The most clear and telling example of how these social 
forces combine to kill a new discovery, and its discoverer, is 
the case of Dr. Wilhelm Reich and his orgone energy accu
mulator. Reich had been one of Freud's younger co-workers, 
and was a prime mover in the early psychoanalytic move-
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ment in Vienna and Berlin. However, his ideas were more 
revolutionary than those of the older psychoanalysts. He 
forcefully argued that human misery and mental illness 
were partly the result of social conditions, which could be 
changed to prevent neurosis. He urged reform in laws re
garding the abusive treatment of children, and in the eco
nomic plight of women. He formed a viable social and polit
ical movement in pre-Hitler Germany, which urged re
forms in laws restricting divorce and access to contracep
tion, which were both then illegal. He championed the rights 
of young unmarried people to a healthy sexual life, and a 
loosening of the father's power and dominance over the fam
ily. He wrote extensively about these matters in the 1920s 
and 1930s, and exposed the roots of the Nazi movement in the 
obedience-demanding, patriarchal, sex-negative German 
family structure. For his writings on genitality, and his 
anti-fascist activities, Reich was eventually expelled from 
Freud's inner circle, and also from the International Psy
choanalytic Association. German psychoanalysis was at 
that time leaning towards appeasement of the Nazis, and 
some analysts, such as Carl Jung, even became spokesper
sons or apologists for National Socialism. Reich was even
tually placed on both Hitler's and Stalin's death lists in the 
1930s, and had to flee to Scandinavia, and later from there to 
the United States. His writings were condemned to flames 
in both Germany and Russia. 

By the time Reich arrived in the United States, in 1939, he 
had made a number of major scientific discoveries, and 
quickly attracted a group of young, enthusiastic scientists 
and doctors to assist with his work. The American period of 
his research, which lasted until his death in 1957, was partic
ularly productive, in spite of the later court actions against 
him. It was during this period that Reich experimentally 
clarified, and made practical use of the biological and at
mospheric life energy, which he called the orgone energy. 
The orgone energy, Reich observed, was a real, physical en
ergy, which radiated from microbes, animals, humans, and 
from inorganic materials as well. It charged living crea
tures, yet also existed in the atmosphere in a free form. It 
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could be accumulated in special enclosures, where it could be 
observed, felt, and measured. 

Reich's orgone energy experiments attracted the hostile 
criticisms of many in the medical community, and a smear 
campaign in the press triggered an investigation by the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA). In its efforts to stop 
Reich's work, the FDA did not seek to responsibly or accur
ately reproduce his experimental findings. Instead, FDA 
bureaucrats relied upon gossip and rumor, ignored availa
ble published evidence, and secured the testimony of "expert" 
witnesses who had no real familiarity with or interest in the 
scientific facts involved. Many breaches of the scientific 
method, and of legal, moral, and scientific ethics occurred, 
as government officials, and a number of psychiatrists, an
alysts, and physicists, sought to put an end to bis work. 

We also know a lot more today about the inner workings 
of the FDA regarding the Reich case, given that several 
scholarly reviews of FDA files, using the Freedom of Infor
mation Act, have taken place. These are cited in the refer
ence section. Reich originally offered to cooperate with the 
FDA investigators regarding the orgone energy. But they re
fused his offer, as they were hot to "get Reich" on whatever 
charges they could, and had been urged in this direction by 
various highly-placed individuals within the medical com
munities. The Bulletin of the Menninger Clinic, and the 
Journal of the American Medical Association, for example, 
participated in the spreading of false gossip and rumors re
garding Reich's work. Reich was aware of these unethical 
actions, and a number of his co-workers had been profes
sionally hurt by the lies, and by the actions of the FDA At no 
time did any governmental or private scientific or medical 
organization attempt to seriously review or replicate his ex
periments. 

These kinds of attacks made Reich understandably fu. 
rious, such that when the FDA finally sought a Complaint for 
Injunction against his activities, he refused to appear in 
court, to act, as he put it, "as a 'defendant' in matters of basic 
natural scientific research". Instead, he wrote a compelling 
Response ("Motion to Dismiss") to the judge. Reich's refusal 
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to grant authority to the courts regarding the validity of his 
orgone research prompted a legal over-reaction, the likes of 
which we usually associate with despotic societies. In a judi
cial ruling that is, to the best of my knowledge, unique in 
American history, the FDA sought and obtained a Federal 
Court Decree of Injunction, which ruled that the orgone ener
gy "does not exist". The court ordered a ban on the interstate 
shipment of books bearing the word "orgone". This included 
books into which the forbidden word appeared only in the 
preface, or introductory remarks. Additionally, all books 
and research journals discussing the orgone energy in de
tail were ordered destroyed, and devices using the energy, 
dismantled or destroyed. (Case #1056, March 19, 1954, US 
District Court, Portland, Maine, Judge John D. Clifford, Jr.) 

"BANNED, until expunged of all references to the orgone 
energy: 

The Discovery of the Orgone 
Vol. I, The Function of the Orgasm 
Vol. II, The Cancer Biopathy 

The Sexual Revolution 
Ether, God and Devil 
Cosmic Superimposition 
Listen, Little Man 
The Mass Psychotogy of Fascism 
Character Analysis 
The Murder of Christ 
People in Trouble 

BANNED and ORDERED DESTROYED: 
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The Orgone Energy Accumulator, Its Scientific and 
Medical Use 

The Oranur Experiment 
The Orgone Energy Bulletin 
The Orgone Energy Emergency Bulletin 
International Journal of Sex-Economy and Orgone 

Research 
Internationale Zeitschrift fur Orgonomie 
Annals of the <Jrgon:e Institute" 



The Orgone Accumulator Handbook 

And so, in the late 1950s and early 1960s, Reich's books 
and research journals, even those which were "only" 
banned, were periodically seized by FDA agents and Feder
al Marshals, and burnt in incinerators in Maine and New 
York. No scientific or professional organizations, journal
ists or writer's unions publicly objected to the book burnings, 
or acted to help Reich, whose laboratory headquarters ·was 
invaded by FDA agents, who destroyed instruments with 
axes. In addition to the above actions, the court ordered Reich 
to cease "disseminating information" on the orgone energy, 
effectively censoring his writing and speaking on the sub
ject. Several years later, Reich was charged with Contempt 
of Court when his assistant committed a technical violation 
of the Injunction, at a time when Reich was more than a 
thousand miles away, engaged in field work in the deserts 
of Arizona. Though he appealed all the way to the Supreme 
Court, Reich lost the case, and was incarcerated in Lewis
burg Federal Penitentiary, where he died in 1957. His death 
in prison occurred two weeks prior to his parole date, at a 
time when he was happily anticipating his freedom, and a 
life in Switzerland with his new wife. 

Whatever we may think of Reich's response to the court 
challenge, the principles upon which he stood were very im
portant, and date back at least to Galileo's trial by fire with 
the Catholic Church. The lesson from Galileo's time was that 
no Court, Tribunal, or religious or scientific organization 
on Earth has the capacity to say, on the basis of textual com
parisons or divine revelation, just what is or is not Natural 
Law. The results of an experiment cannot be judged by those 
who have never reproduced it, and the unresearched opin
ions of scientists are no better than the unresearched opin
ions of anyone else, be they members of the American Medi
cal Association, the National Academy of Sciences, or the 
same Country Club attended by the President. Galileo urged 
his critics to "look into the telescope", to verify his observa
tions in a most direct and simple way. But they refused to do 
so on moral principle, and derisively mocked him. Reich's 
critics have taken the same approach, in their adamant refu
sal to reproduce his experiments, and in most cases, to even 
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review the published evidence. Today, over 30 years since 
Reich's death, his most vocal critics still take the same anti
scientific approach, and condemn what they have not per
sonally read or investigated. 

Based upon these historical facts, it is clear that the FDA, 
and indeed, all courts, academic bodies, and governmental 
agencies of all kinds, have forever relinquished any right to 
say anything about what the average citizen may or may not 
do with respect to the orgone energy accumulator. The dis
covery of the orgone is in much safer hands among the aver
age citizen, than in the hands of the various politicians, 
academies of science, and medical organizations. This 
Handbook is therefore not primarily directed towards an ac
ademic or medical audience. Instead, the case of Dr. Wil
helm Reich and the orgone energy accumulator is taken di
rectly to the general public. Like the sunlight, the air and 
water, the orgone energy is a part of nature, existing every
where, and ought to be available to everyone, free of restric
tive regulation and control. As an invention, the orgone ac
cumulator is also now in the public domain, unpatentable, 
and cannot be dominated by any single individual or cor
poration. It is also still perfectly legal for citizens to build, 
own, and use orgone accumulators. 

Of course, with this right comes a great deal of responsi
bility, as the proper use and maintenance of an accumulator 
makes both social and environmental demands upon its 
owner. The cosmic orgone energy ocean is, like our air, 
food, and water, fast becoming contaminated and poisoned, 
and swift action by concerned people is required if life on the 
planet is to continue. This Handbook will give a basic over
view of the orgone energy, the accumulator, and the con
struction and safe use of orgone accumulating devices. For 
the more precise scientific details and data, the reader is en
couraged to obtain and review the published materials listed 
in the Reference and Information sections. 

Three years after Reich's death, the trustees of his estate 
arranged for republication of his works. Today, most of his 
books have been republished, or are available in libraries, 
and through other sources. A group of Reich's co-workers 
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also founded the American College of Orgonomy, and by 
1967 had published the first issue of the Journal of Orgono
my. Since that time, interest in Reich's works has gradually 
increased, and many new studies verifying his findings on 
the orgone energy, and the accumulator, have taken place. 
College courses focusing upon Reich's life and works now 
exist, and he has been the subject of many reviews, biogra
phies, and films. A younger generation of scientists and 
health practitioners is rediscovering Reich, and new jour
nals devoted to orgone research or bioenergetic functions 
have appeared in the USA, Germany, France, Italy, Eng
land, Canada, and Japan. One major new study on the accu
mulator from Germany is summarized in the Appendix. 

The effort to kill the discovery of the orgone has failed. 
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Part I: 
The Biophysics 
of the Orgone 
Energy 
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3. What Is the Orgone Energy? 

Orgone energy is cosmic life energy, the fundamental 
creative force long known to people in touch with nature, and 
speculated about by natural scientists, but now physically ob
jectified and demonstrated. The orgone was discovered by 
Dr. Wilhelm Reich, who identified many of its basic proper
ties. For instance, the orgone energy charges and radiates 
from all living and non-living substance. It also can readi
ly penetrate all forms of matter, though with varying rates of 
speed. All materials affect the orgone energy, by attracting 
and absorbing it, or by repelling or reflecting it. The orgone 
can be seen, felt, measured and photographed. It is a real, 
physical energy, and not just some metaphorical, hypotheti
cal force. 

The orgone also exists in a free form in the atmosphere, 
and in the vacuum of space. It is excitable, compressible, 
and spontaneously pulsatile, capable of expanding and con
tracting. The orgone charge within a given environment, or 
within a given substance, will vary over time, usually in a 
cyclical manner. The orgone is most strongly attracted to 
living things, to water, and to itself. Orgone energy can 
lawfully stream or flow from one location to another in the 
atmosphere, but it generally maintains a west to east flow, 
moving with, but slightly faster than the rotation of the 
Earth. It is a ubiquitous medium, a cosmic ocean of dynam
ic, moving energy, which interconnects the whole physical 
universe; all living creatures, weather systems, and planets 
respond to its pulsations and movements. 

The orgone is r elated to, but quite different from other 
forms of energy. It can, for instance, impart a magnetic 
charge to ferromagnetic conductors, but it is not magnetic it
self. It can likewise impart an electrostatic charge to insula
tors, but neither is it fully electrostatic in nature. It reacts 
with great disturbance to the presence of radioactive materi
als, or to harsh electromagnetism, much in the manner of 
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irritated protoplasm. It can be registered on specially adapt
ed Geiger counters. The orgone also is the medium through 
which electromagnetic disturbances are transmitted, much 
in the manner of the older concept of aether, though it is not 
itself electromagnetic in nature. 

Streamings of orgone energy within the Earth's atmos
phere affect changes in air circulation patterns; atmospher
ic orgone functions underlie the buildup of storm potentials, 
and influence air temperature, pressure, and humidity. 
Cosmic orgone energy functions also appear to be at work in 
space, affecting gravitational and solar phenomena. Still, 
the mass-free orgone energy is not any one of these physico
mechanical factors, or even the sum of them. The properties 
of the orgone energy derive more from life itself, much in 
the manner of the older concept of a vital force, or elan vital; 
unlike those older concepts, however, the orgone also has 
been found to exist in a mass-free form, in the atmosphere 
and in space. It is primary, primordial cosmic life energy, 
while all other forms of energy are secondary in nature. 

In the living world, orgone energy functions underlie 
major life processes; pulsation, streaming, and charge of 
the biological orgone determines the movements, actions, 
and behavior of protoplasm and tissues, as well as the 
strength of "bioelectrical" phenomena. Emotion is the ebb 
and flow, the charge· and discharge of the orgone within the 
membrane of an organism, just as weather is the ebb and 
flow, the charge and discharge of the orgone in the atmos
phere. Both organism and weather respond to the prevailing 
character and state of the life energy. Orgone energy func
tions appear across the whole of creation, in microbes, ani
mals, stormclouds, hurricanes, and galaxies. Orgone ener
gy not only charges and animates the natural world; we are 
immersed in a sea of it, much as a fish is immersed in wa
ter. More, it is the medium which communicates emotion 
and perception, through which we are connected to the cos
mos, and made kin to all that is living. 

12 



The Orgone Accumulator Handbook 

4. Wilhelm Reich's Discovery 
of the Orgone Energy, 
and Invention of the 
Orgone Accumulator 

Reich's initial work on the question of a biological ener
gy began in the 1920's, when he was a student of Sigmund 
Freud, the originator of psychoanalysis. Freud's early theo
ries on human behavior discussed in metaphorical terms the 
energy of the drives, which he termed the libido. While 
Freud and most other analysts eventually ceased using this 
term, Reich found it to be a very useful concept, and he con
tinued to seek evidence for this force, which governed hu
man emotion, behavior, and sexuality. 

Reich's extensive clinical work led to the observation of 
vegetative streamings or currents of emotional energy in 
the body, which occurred in healthy individuals during 
states of great relaxation, as following a strong release of 
emotion, or after a very gratifying genital orgasm. The 
free, uninhibited expression of emotion, and natural sexual 
excitation and gratification during orgasm were identified 
by Reich as expressions of unimpeded energetic movement 
in the body. When the individual experienced great pain, as 
from childhood traumas, when the emotions were rigidly 
suppressed and held back ("big boys don't cry", "nice girls 
don't get angry"), or when chronic sexual stasis and starva
tion was experienced, the entire nervous system and muscu
lature participated in the process of emotional suppression, 
or warding off of feeling. This "holding back" of feeling 
was also accompanied by a greater or lesser anxious retreat 
from pleasurable, or even potentially pleasurable situations, 
which would otherwise stir up suppressed and unpleasant 
feelings. Reich observed that when this kind of response to 
feeling and pleasure became chronic, so too did the individ-
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ual experience a chronic stiffening and desensitization of 
the body, along with a reduction in respiration and contact
fulness. 

This chronic neuromuscular armoring, as Reich called 
it, was not a natural condition, though it had a certain ra
tional survival value for situations of pain and trauma. 
When the armoring became chronic, however, as a way of 
life, it would thwart the individual's natural biological 
functioning, and affect their behavior even in circumstanc
es where pain or trauma was not likely. The armoring ef
fectively perpetuated the individual's pleasure-avoiding be
haviors and emotion-censoring attitudes. Deep seated fears, 
and pressures to conform to the prevalent armored form of 
social life, usually prevented the individual from moving 
towards emotional health, or taking effective steps to change 
their situation. The bulk of Reich's early writings focused 
upon these social, sexual, and emotional concerns. 

Reich also argued that the heterosexual genital orgasm 
played a central regulatory role in the energy economy of the 
individual, as a means to periodically discharge accumu
lated bioenergetic tension. The more intense the orgastic 
discharge of accumulated bioenergy, the more gratified, re
laxed and pleasurably expansive one felt afterward. When 
sexual urges and o~her emotions were chronically frustrat
ed, dammed-up, and repressed, however, great internal ten
sion could build up to a bursting point, where neurotic symp
toms or sadistic urges would appear. Reich developed thera
peutic techniques for releasing dammed-up emotional ener
gy within his patients, techniques which led to the release of 
long-buried feelings, and to a greater capacity for pleasure 
in life, particularly genital pleasure. As his patients became 
more healthy sexually, and as they reported an increase in 
genital gratification, he observed that their neurotic symp
toms disappeared, as the quantity of dammed-up emotion 
and sexual tension was reduced. Some of Reich's early con
tributions to psychoanalytic theory and technique were at 
first welcomed. But later on, as he increasingly focused 
upon the consequences of child abuse and sexual repression, 
the more conservative analysts rejected and attacked him. 
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Reich eventually left psychoanalysis altogether, and he ar
ticulated his work under the new term, Sex-Economy. 

Reich's early observations regarding human behavior, 
emotions, the orgasm, and vegetative streaming sensations 
strongly suggested a real, tangible nature to the emotional 
energy. He later used sensitive millivoltmeters to confirm 
this point of view, and to quantify bioelectrical energy cur
rents, and their emotional correlates. However, he was con
vinced that the very low levels of observed bioelectrical ac
tivity could not fully explain the powerful energy forces ob
served in human behavior. This was particularly so regard
ing chronic immobilizing psychic disturbances in catatonic 
and other completely withdrawn mental patients. When 
their emotions were finally broken lose, these patients would 
experience a tremendous outpouring of sadness or rage. Af
terward, they would also experience a dramatic relaxation 
of musculature, a spontaneous deepening of respiration, and 
a return to more contactful lucidity. In these cases, the pa
tient's emotional energy was held down and bound up, until 
finally set free in the clinical setting. These observations of 
energy bound, and energy released, were reinforced by par
allel observations regarding the discharge function of the 
orgasm. Based upon these kinds of observations, the ques
tion of exactly how and from where the organism acquired 
its emotional energy, and its exact nature, became increas
ingly important. 

It was at this point in his research that Reich was forced 
to flee Germany for Scandinavia, following Hitler's rise to 
power. In Norway, Reich sought to find a way to confirm his 
model of human functioning. Pleasure, he observed, was 
identified by an increasing bioelectrical charge at the skin 
surface, while anxiety was accompanied by a loss of this 
same peripheral bioelectrical charge. Persons with a deep 
respiration and a relaxed posture would, he observed, regu
larly give stronger readings at the millivoltmeter than con
tracted, anxious, highly armored persons, who had a life
history of trauma, abuse, repressed emotion, and ungrati
fied sexuality. As a child grew to adulthood, and became ha
bituated or conditioned towards pleasure-seeking, or pleas-
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ure-avoiding (pain seeking) behaviors, so too would their 
skin charge, and other physiological measures, reflect a 
corresponding high or low energy charge. This movement 
of the organism, and their energy charge, in a direction 
"toward" or "away" from the world, he argued, was the result 
of one's life history. Life naturally moved towards pleasure, 
but retreated, and shrunk from pain. Chronic painful exper
ience would eventually armor the organism, and make it 
difficult for them to reach out, towards the painful world. 
From this central set of observations, he postulated that a 
similar process could be duplicated and observed in lower 
organisms, such as the snail, earthworm, or even micro
scopic ameba. 

Reich noted that the arneba had no "nervous system;', or 
''brain", as with the higher animal, yet it expanded towards 
or contracted away from its environment in a manner simi
lar to the higher animals. He believed that many of the func
tions attributed to the brain were really functions of whole
body processes, involving the participation of the autonomic 
nervous system, but primarily being the result of the ener
getic forces he had documented in a clinical and laboratory 
setting. These currents of biological energy, he argued, 
functioned the same in all living creatures, and he sought to 
test the idea by making millivoltmeter measurements of 
ameba during states of expansion and contraction. Reich 
went to the University of Oslo Microbiological Institute, and 
asked to obtain a culture of ameba. He was told that these 
kinds of simple organisms were never kept on hand in 
stored cultures, because they could be cultured directly from 
a moss or grass infusion. Reich was fully aware of the air 
germ theory, but was surprised to hear this, as the theory had 
not at that time been used to explain the genesis of more com
plex microbes, such as ameba and paramecium. These more 
complex microbes cannot be cultured directly from the air, 
for example. 

Reich made the moss and grass infusions, but also made 
extended and careful microscopical observation of the pro
cess whereby the ameba developed. He did not see spores on 
the grass blades, swelling up to become new ameba. Instead, 
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he observed that the moss and grass itself would disintegrate 
and break down into small blue-green vesicles. The tiny 
vesicles would, over a period of several days, develop and 
clump together, after which a new memprane would form 
around the clump; the clump of vesicles would roll and pul
sate inside the membrane for a period, and eventually the 
whole thing would move away on its own, having turned into 
a new ameba. Moreover, Reich observed that a number of 
materials, both organic and inorganic, would, when al
lowed to disintegrate and swell in a sterile nutrient solution, 
form the tiny blue-green vesicles. These observations were 
greeted by the university microbiologists with skepticism, 
and Reich developed a series of stringent control tests to an
swer their objections, and to more clearly demonstrate the 
observable process. These control procedures involved 
lengthy autoclaving of nutrient solutions, and heating over 
flame, to incandescence, of the materials placed in the ste
rile nutrient medium. His control procedures and observa
tions on this question were repeated and confirmed by other 
scientists of the day, and were presented to the French Acad
emy of Science in 1938. But this did little to satisfy his crit
ics, who shamelessly refused to reproduce the experiments, 
while simultaneously attacking him in the Norwegian 
newspapers. 

Reich used very high magnifications, around 3500 to 
4500 power, but not the usual microbiological stains or proce
dures which kill the life in the specimen. These facts made 
Reich's preparations very different from those of the average 
microbiologist, who to this day still kill and stain their prep
arations with a religious fervor, and see little value to ob
serving living microbes in the light microscope above 1000 
power. Standard electron microscope images, for example, 
can not be made of living specimens. 

Reich gave a new name to the unusual microscopic vesi
cle he had discovered: the bion. Bions of similar size, shape, 
and motility would appear in the light microscope when var
ious materials were subject to a process of slow swelling and 
disintegration, or when substances were heated to incandes
cence, and then immersed into sterile nutrient solutions. 
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Boiling, autoclaving, or heating samples to glowing incan
descence would not eliminate the bions from the cultures, but 
could actually liberate them in greater numbers. Reich also 
studied the process of disintegration and decay of foodstuffs 
in the microscope, and noted that similar bionous processes 
were at work. The bions exhibited a bluish coloration, and 
radiant energy effects were likewise observed. It was dur
ing these microscopic observations of the bions that Reich 
first discovered the orgone radiation, and later, the principle 
of the orgone energy accumulator. 

Like his findings on human behavior, Reich's bion ex
periments are far too intricate and important to be fully re
viewed here, but it can be noted that they have been widely 
replicated by various scientists around the world. Classical 
microbiology of today has made confirming discoveries of 
very similar small vesicles, though Reich's priority has yet 
to be acknowledged. His findings on the bions also resolved 
two parallel riddles, the origins of protozoa from disinte
grated dead plant tissue in the natural environment, and the 
origins of protozoan cancer cells from the energetically 
(emotionally) deadened tissues of the human body. Reich ob
served similar processes at work in both dead grass and 
deadened animal tissue: disintegration into bions, followed 
by a spontaneous .reorganization of bions into protozoan 
forms. In both cases, of soil or tissues, Reich argued that the 
process was initiated by a loss of life energy charge of the tis
sues, followed by putrefaction and disintegration. 

One special bion preparation, made from pulverized 
beach sand heated to incandescence and immersed into a 
sterile nutrient broth, yielded a powerful radiant energy 
phenomena. Lab workers developed conjunctivitis if they 
observed the preparations too long, while a skin inflamma
tion could be developed by placing the bion solution close to 
the skin for a period. Working for extended hours in the lab
oratory, Reich developed a dark tan through his clothing, in 
the middle of winter. The radiation imparted a magnetic 
charge to nearby iron or steel implements, and a static 
charge to nearby insulators, such as rubber gloves. Film 
stored in nearby metal laboratory cabinets spontaneously 
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fogged. He noted that whatever this bion radiation was, it 
was rapidly attracted to metals, but just as rapidly reflected 
away, or dissipated into the surrounding air. Organic ma
terials, however, absorbed this radiation and held onto it. At
tempts to identify the new radiation using traditional nucle
ar or electromagnetic radiation detectors failed. 

Reich also noted that the air in rooms containing the spe
cial bion cultures would feel "heavy" or charged. When ob
served at night, in full darkness, the air would visibly scin
tillate and glow with a pulsing energy. He attempted to cap
ture the energy radiating from his bion cultures inside a 
special cubical enclosure lined with sheet metal, which he 
felt would reflect and trap the radiations inside. As expected, 
the special metal-lined enclosure trapped and amplified the 
effects of the bion radiation. However, to his amazement, he 
found that the radiation was also present in the experimental 
enclosure even when the bion cultures were removed. In 
fact, there was nothing which could be done to make the ob
served radiation "go away". The special metal-lined enclo
sure appeared to pull the same form of radiation from the air 
which previously had been observed coming from the bion 
cultures. 

Reich eventually became convinced that the special en
closures were capturing a free atmospheric form of the same 
energy that he also observed coming from living organ
isms. He called the newly discovered energy the orgone, 
and he developed ways to amplify the energy accumulating 
affects of the enclosure, mainly through multiple layering of 
the metallic and organic materials. No electricity, magne
tism, electromagnetism, or nuclear radiations were em
ployed in these accumulating structures, which were entire
ly passive in design. The special enclosures were thereafter 
called orgone energy accumulators. 

The full sweep of Dr. Reich's clinical findings, his ex
periments with bioelectricality, the bions, on biogenesis and 
the origins of the cancer cell, and his discovery of the orgone 
energy and the orgone energy accumulator, cannot be given 
here, but a few points are summarized. The orgone accumu
lator was found to have specific life-positive effects upon 
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plants and animals exposed to the concentrated life force in
side it. A host of quantifiable effects upon the physical prop
erties of the air, or other materials charged up inside the ac
cumulators, were also discovered and documented. Reich 
and his co-workers published a host of research articles on 
the orgone energy accumulator, its unusual physical proper
ties, and its life-positive biomedical effects. These effects 
have been repeatedly confirmed, and a research tradition in 
orgone biophysics continues to this day. Briefly, we may 
identify some of the known properties of the orgone energy, 
and effects of the orgone energy accumulator. 

Properties of the Orgone Energy: 
A) Ubiquitous, fills all space. 
B) Mass-free; cosmic, primordial in nature. 
C) Penetrates all matter, but at different rates of speed. 
D) Spontaneously pulsates, expands and contracts, and 

flows with tJ spinning wave characteristic. 
E) Directly observable and measurable. 
F) Negatively entropic. 
G) Strong mutual affinity and attraction to/by water. 
H) Accumulated naturally by living organisms through 

foods, water, breath, and through the skin. 
1) Mutual excitation and attraction of separate orgone 

energy streams, or of separate systems charged with 
orgone. 

J) Excitability via secondary energies (nuclear, 
electromagnetism, electrical sparking, friction). 



The Orgone Accumulator Handbook 

Physical effects of a strong orgone charge: 
K) Slightly higher air temperature as compared to 

surroundings. 
L) Higher electrostatic potential, with a slower 

electroscopical discharge rate as compared to 
surroundings. 

M) Higher humidity and lower water evaporation rates 
as compared to surroundings. 

N) Squelching of ionization effects inside gas-filled 
ionization Geiger-Muller tubes. 

0) Development of ionization effects inside non
ionizable vacuum tubes (0.5 micron pressure or 
lower). 

P) Ability to impede and absorb electromagnetism. 

Biological effects of a strong orgone charge: 
Q) General vagotonic, expansive effect on entire 

system. 
R) Sensations of tingling and warmth at skin surface. 
S) Increased core and skin temperature, flushing. 
T) Moderation of blood pressure and pulse rate. 
U) Increased peristalsis, deeper respiration. 
V) Increased germination, budding, flowering and 

fruiting of plants. 
W) Increased rates of tissue growth, repair, and wound 

healing, as determined through animal studies and 
human clinical trials. 

X) Increased field strength, charge, integrity of tissues 
and immunity. 

Y) Greater energy level, activity, and liveliness. 
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Simplified Diagram of the 
Orgone Energy Accumulator 
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A three-ply accumulator in the author's laboratory. A 
ten-ply charger, with attached funnel shooter, is at the lower 
left. This charger normally sits inside the larger accumu
lator, under a wooden bench inside the accumulator. 
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5. Objective Demonstration of 
the Orgone Energy 

A number of techniques have been developed over the 
years to document, measure, and objectify the orgone ener
gy. These techniques are briefly listed, but the interested 
reader is directed to the references for more specific details. 

A) Bioelectric Fields: Reich identified various bioelec
trical phenomenon which be felt demonstrated a more pow
erful energy current at work in the body. The small milli
volt currents of "bioelectricality", he argued, were only a 
small portion of this stronger energy current in the body, 
which he identified as being both emotional and sexual in 
nature, and which was later objectively identified as the or
gone energy. 

B) Radiant Effects from Bion Cultures: Special bion 
cultures derived from beach sand emitted a powerful radia
tion which could be felt and seen in darkrooms. This radia
tion did not register on instruments for detecting nuclear or 
electromagnetic en~rgies. Additionally, the radiation could 
fog film, impart a static charge to insulators, and a magnet
ic charge to steel laboratory implements. 

C) Darkroom and Atmospheric Observations. the Or~o
n oscope: Reich also observed and categorized various ob
servable phenomena which could be seen by the dark
adjusted eye in the open air of darkrooms. Scintillating fog
like forms, and dancing, luminescent pin-points of light 
were observed, and numerous techniques were developed 
which demonstrated their real, objective nature. One of these 
techniques involved the development of a new instrument, 
the orgonoscope, which used hollow tubes, lenses, and a fluo
rescent screen for magnifying the various subjective light 
phenomena. Large room-sized orgone accumulators were 
also constructed, and observations made in these amplified 
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and clarified many of the effects. A special corpuscular or
gone unit was identified, whose lawful behavior changed ac
cording to cosmic and meteorological factors. These macro
scopic particles were also observed in the daytime sky with 
the unaided eye, as a generally common phenomenon, visi
ble to most people once they were pointed out. The Earth was 
observed to possess its own orgone energy envelope, or ener
gy field, much as did individual living creatures. 

D) X-Ray Photographs: Reich observed that the x-ray 
"ghost" .phenomenon (spontaneous, unexplained fogging of 
x-ray films) could be explained as an effect of the orgone ra
diation, or life energy. He published several photos where 
the ghosts were purposefully created by excitation of orgone 
energy within the field of the x-ray machine. 

E) Yisib1e Ll~ht Pbotoe-z=aphs: Reich observed that his 
special radiating bion cultures would fog film stored in 
nearby metal cabinets. Culture dishes of radiating bions set 
directly upon the film would also render an image of the cul
ture dish and its contents. More recently, Thelma Moss of 
UCLA has shown that life energy field photos can be made 
without electrical stimulation (as with Kirlian techniques), 
by energy field enhancement; living objects placed dir~ctly 
on a film for a few days within a darkened orgone accumu
lator wiU, under the proper conditions, render an image. 

F) The Or~one Energy Field Meter: Reich developed 
this device to measure the strength of energy fields. Using a 
Tesla coil and special accumulator-like metal plates, the de
vice could quantify the differences in energy level between 
people or objects. 

G) The Orgone Enere;y Pulsation Demonstrator: Reich 
demonstrated that the energy field pulsations of a large met
al sphere were capable of setting into motion a smaUer me
tallic/organic pendulum suspended nearby. 

H) The Accumulator Temperature Differential (To-Tl: 
An accumulator will spontaneously develop a slightly high
er temperature than either its surroundings or a control en
closure, on those sunny and clear days when the orgone 
charge at the Earth's surface is strong. The effect vanishes 
during stormy, rainy weather, when the orgone charge at the 
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Earth's surface is weak (but strong in the Atmosphere). The 
results of this temperature experiment, which has been repli
cated many times, demonstrates that the orgone energy 
functions in opposition to the second law of thermodynam
ics. 

I) The Accumulator Electrostatic Effects: An electro
scope kept inside an orgone accumulator will dissipate its 
charge more slowly than an identical one kept in the open 
air, or inside of a control enclosure. A partly charged, or un
charged static electroscope which is kept inside an accumu
lator will sometimes spontaneously charge itself up. As with 
the temperature differential effect, the electrostatic effects 
vanished during rainy or overcast weather, when the orgone 
charge at the Earth's surface is weak. 

J) The Accumulator Ionization Suppression/ 
Amplification Effect: Geiger-Muller tubes and counters 
charged up inside a very strong accumulator for several 
weeks or months tend to go "dead" for a period, but may 
eventually yield an erratic count rate for background. Spe
cial vacuum tubes, which Reich had constructed and called 
vacor tubes (which mimic the design of the Geiger-Muller 
tube but are evacuated well below the level at which ioniza
tion could occur), will initially not yield any counts when 
hooked to a radiation detector. After charging up inside a 
very strong accumulator for weeks or months, however, 
these same vacor tubes will begin to yield very high counts 
per minute for background, even at very low exciting voltag
es. The results of this experiment run counter to the classical 
interpretation of the ionization effect inside the Geiger
Muller tube, and hence, to the classical particulate interpre
tation of radioactive decay. 

K) The Accumulator Humidity/Water Eyanoration Ef
fect CEYo-EV1: More recent studies have suggested that an 
accumulator tends to attract a slightly higher humidity into 
itself, and suppress the evaporation of water from an open 
vessel inside. As with other accumulator phenomena, this 
effect also diminishes or vanishes during rainy weather. 

L) Atmospheric Ener~tic Pulsation. and the Reversed 
Or~notic Potential: Based upon observations of the ther-
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mal, electroscopical, and ionization characteristics of the 
orgone accumulator, Reich identified a patterned and law
ful energetic cycle at work within the atmosphere and ener
gy field of the Earth. These observations likewise led to the 
identification of a reversed potential at work in the orgone 
energy, running counter to thermodynamic principles, 
which explained why natural orgonotic systems 
(organisms, weather systems, planets) maintained a higher 
concentration of energy than their surrounding environ
ments. The stronger of two orgonotic systems will drain en
ergy from the weaker system, and increase its own potential 
or charge, until the weaker system is drained, or some max
imum capacity level is achieved. Discharge may occur 
thereafter. Under sunny, clear weather, the orgone charge at 
the Earth's surface is quite strong, and in a state of expan
sion, preventing any significant growth of clouds. Where 
overcast or stormy conditions prevail, the orgone charge at 
the Earth's surface is weak, while the charge in the atmos
phere is strong and in a state of general contraction. This 
loss of charge at the Earth's surface during rainy weather 
slows down the activity of living creatures, and the a'ccumu
lator will not function well at those times. 

M) The Millivoltmeter: Virtually all objects and or
ganisms within a given environment, to include the air, 
water, and the Earth itself, have a charge that will increase 
and decrease in a cyclical or pulsatory manner, timed to 
cosmic and meteorological factors. In living creatures, high 
potentials produce more active physical and emotional peri
ods, while low potentials signal less active periods. In Na
ture, high atmospheric potentials signal cloudy periods with 
stronger storms, while high Earth potentials signal cloud
free conditions. The tiny currents are excellent predictors of 
powerful biological or environmental processes, but are 
themselves too slight and weak to be the causative agent. 
Reich, and other researchers who have examined these 
small voltage potentials (such as H.S. Burr), viewed them as 
indicative of a more powerful, ubiquitous natural phenome
na which energetically linked together the Sun, Moon, 
Earth, weather systems, and all living creatures. 
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N) Plant Growth Enhancement Studies: Seeds and 
plants correctly charged up inside an accwnulator demon
strate higher growth rates and yields of fruit. This is one 
of the more telling, and widely replicated experiments 
with the orgone accumulator. In my own trials, I have seen 
a six-fold increase in the length of mung bean sprouts in
side a strong accumulator, as compared to a control group 
of sprouts. Germination rates, growth rates, budding, flow
ering and fruiting can be increased by charging seeds or 
growing plants directly inside the accumulator. The seeds 
can be sprouted directly inside the accumulator, or charged 
up for a few hours, days, or weeks prior to planting. 
Growth enhancement effects may also occur when the wa
ter alone is charged, and then externally given to the 
plants. 

0) Non-Human Animal Studies: Controlled studies 
on the effects of orgone radiation from an accumulator on 
cancer mice and wounded mice have been performed. 
These studies generally confirm Reich's earlier argu
ments that tissues with a stronger energetic charge will 
heal more quickly, and develop tumors more slowly, or not 
at all, as compared to energetically weakened tissues. 
These findings invalidate many aspects of the DNA theory 
of cellular differentiation, which appears to be more direct
ly under the structuring influence of the organism's own 
life energy field. 

P) Human Studies: Aside from those clinical trials 
performed by Reich and his co-workers in the 1940s and 
1950s, very little work has been done in the USA regarding 
the bioeffects of the accumulator on humans. All research 
into these questions was halted by medical police actions 
in the 1950s. Recent studies from Germany, however, have 
confirmed such bioeffects. In general, a person sitting in· 
side an accumulator will feel a variety of warm, glowing, 
or sometimes tingling sensations at the skin surface; their 
body core temperature will rise and skin flush, while blood 
pressure and pulse rate will trend towards moderate lev· 
els, being neither too high or low. When properly used, it 
has a distinct vagotonic, enlivening effect. The chapter on 
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"Physiological and Biomedical Effects", as well as the Ap
pendix article, will provide details on these questions. 
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6. Discovery of an Unusual 
Energy by Other Scientists 

Studies by various natural scientists have, over the 
years, demonstrated energetic principles at work in the nat
ural world which are similar to the orgone energy. Early 
Chinese medicine acknowledged the existence of such a 
force, called Chi, and the traditional method of acupuncture 
is based upon the existence of such an energy principle with
in the human body. Acupuncture points do not correspond di
rectly with nerve endings, and the most able acupuncturists 
do not rely upon the Western models of physiology to explain 
its effects. Given the absence of a vital energy principle, 
Western medicine cannot explain acupuncture, and has re
sisted its adoption in the United States. Acupuncture further
more works on animals, invalidating invocation of the pla
cebo effect; ancient texts from India have also referred to the 
life energy, called Prana, and provide maps of Nila points 
(similar to acupuncture points) on elephants. The texts from 
ancient China and India speak about an energy that is taken 
in through the bre~th, and flows through the body along the 
various meridians. Health is constituted by a free, unim
peded flow of this energy, while sickness occurs when the 
flow of vital energy is blocked. This is very similar to 
Reich's ideas on the orgone energy, though the Asian sources 
say little about the free expression of emotion; they also often 
advocated a conscious control of emotions and sexual feel
ing (orgasm avoidance). In contrast, Reich demonstrated 
that such chronic restraint or self-control was the reason 
why the life energy became blocked or dammed up in the 
first place. 

In the Western tradition, the vitalists of the eighteenth 
and nineteenth centuries also discussed the existence of a bi
ological energy or life force, which was called animal mag
netism, the odic force, psychic force, elan vital, and so on. 
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Indeed, Mesmer spoke of animal magnetism as an atmos
pheric fluid which surrounded, charged, and animated liv
ing creatures, and could be projected across a distance by a 
therapist. Mesmer was a teacher of Charcot, who was, in 
turn, the teacher of Freud, who was one of Reich's early men
tors. Reich also studied with other vitalists, such as Kam
merer and Bergson, and the vitalist tradition has persisted 
as a quietly spoken minority viewpoint in biology. Besides 
Reich, the more recent advocates of a vital or dynamic ener
gy principle in nature included the late Harold S. Burr of 
Yale University. Burr argued for the existence of a powerful 
electrodynamic field at work in nature, affecting both 
weather and living creatures. The biologist Rupert Shel
drake has similarly developed a theory on morphogenetic 
fields which also takes from this tradition. Like Burr's 
work, Sheldrake's theory provides a dynamic, energetic ex
planation for inheritance, making the biochemical DNA 
theory unnecessary. Most recently, editors for the academic 
pubHcation New Scientist called Sheldrake's book the "best 
candidate for burning" they had seen in a while. 

The surgeon Robert 0. Becker developed these prior 
principles to a most amazing state of advancement. His ear
ly research led to the development of a class of devices for the 
electrical stimulation of bone heaHng and pain relief. His 
later work took these principles, and developed them to the 
point that he could artificially stimulate the regenerative 
growth of amputated limbs of laboratory mice, in a manner 
similar to the way in which a salamander or spider will re
grow a lost limb. This kind of regrowth is by nature limited 
only to less complex creatures, and does not generally exist 
among mammals, such as mice, rabbits, and humans. Re
growth of an amputated limb had never been previously 
demonstrated in a mouse, or any mammal for that matter. 
Becker's work was a severe blow for both the biochemical 
DNA theory of cellular regulation, and the theory that the bi
oelectrical field of a creature was just a meaningless ''by
product" of chemical metabolism, like the electric field sur
rounding a running automobile engine. His work proved 
that the energy field of the animal was a primary determi-
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nant of growth and repair, as was the case with Reich's 
work. Becker was preparing to replicate the limb regrowth 
experiments on humans, when the biomedical community 
reacted with severe outrage against him, pulling dirty tricks 
of all sorts to have his research funding cancelled, and his 
laboratory shut down. 

Another vitalist of our era is Bjorn Nordenstrom, direc
tor of the Karolinska Radiological Institute in Sweden. Nor
denstrom, like Reich, made a study of the x-ray "ghost" phe
nomena, which is an unusual spontaneous fogging of x-ray 
films. It appears as a wispy, smoke-like or blob-like form on 
the x-ray images of patients, and sometimes can be seen on 
the monitors of airport baggage x-ray equipment. It cannot 
be predicted, and most radiologists consider it to be a nui
sance. However, Nordenstrom studied it, and observed dis
tinct patterns correlated to his patient's bioelectrical fields. 
Like Reich, he also discovered and measured currents of bi
oelectricality in the body. His meticulous research was sum
marized in a book titled Biologically Closed Electric Cir
cuits: Clinical, Experimental, and Theoretical Evidence for 
an Additional Circulatory System. After being heavily ad
vertised in medical journals in the USA, it sold less than 200 
copies, evidencing a contempt among mainstream medical 
doctors for any new findings that would support the principle 
of a life energy, even one of a purely bioelectrical nature. 
Unable to find support for his work in the West, Norden
strom recently went to China to pursue his clinical research. 

Other biological scientists have inferred the existence of 
such a vital energy principle, on the basis of their experi
mental work. When they provide good confirming evi
dence, they are hotly attacked. The French scientist Louis 
Kervran, for example, spent years developing very elegant 
and simple experiments demonstrating that the basic ele
ments of chemistry were being transmuted by living crea
tures. Chickens fed a diet free of calcium, for example, 
would not lay mushy or fragile eggs, unless dietary silica 
was restricted. With a restricted silica intake, however, they 
laid mushy and fragile eggs, and it did not matter how much 
calcium they ate. Likewise, laboratory mice would heal 
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broken bones very quickly when fed a diet high in organic 
silica, but not so fast when silica was minimized and only 
calcium was provided. These experiments strongly suggest
ed that dietary silica was being transmuted into calcium in 
the bodies of animals. Kervran also experimentally demon
strated other likely transmutations, and other scientists in 
Europe and Japan confirmed his findings. He eventually 
came to the conclusion that there had to be some uriknown 
form of powerful biological energy at work to drive the 
transmutations. But when he wrote to a prominent Ameri
can scientist for assistance in obtaining equipment for an 
important experiment, he was impolitely told to go "read an 
introductory textbook on biology". In the United States, Kerv
ran is better known among homeopathic doctors and organic 
farmers than by university professors. However, if Kervran 
is right-and the experimental evidence suggests that he is
then the textbooks of biochemistry will need to be rewritten. 
As Kervran pointed out, biology and biochemistry are two 
entirely different disciplines and should not be confused. 
Biology is concerned with observable fact, while biochemis
try attempts to explain observed facts by a chemical theory 
which assumes elemental constancy. And it is with this ba
sic assumption that part of the error lies. 

Another French scientist, Jacques Benveniste, actually 
demonstrated such an energy principle at work in homeo
pathic dilutions. His experimental work was successfully 
replicated by independent laboratories in other countries, to 
satisfy his obstinate critics. But that was not good enough. 
For making this offending discovery, which lent some sup
port to homeopathic physicians (who are often prosecuted and 
jailed in the United States), the science journal Nature dis
patched a "hit squad" of fraud investigators, debunking ma
gicians, and skeptical editors to his laboratory, under the 
guise of "evaluating" his laboratory procedures. The Nature 
science cops made a mess of Benveniste's lab, distracting 
laboratory workers, performing slight-of-hand tricks, and 
shouting, before finally being told to leave. Nature subse
quently tried to smear Benveniste in their editorials, but did 
not factually refute his work through replication of experi-
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ments. Such is the warp and weave of traditional academic 
science in the 1980s. 

In the atmospheric sciences, the tradition of dynamic 
energy forces which affect entire regions was preserved for a 
period by older weather forecasters, who used streamline, 
rather than frontal theory to predict weather. Streamline 
analysis more coherently focused upon streaming move
ments of air, or jet streams as they are called today. For 
example, when you look at the dynamic images of clouds, as 
seen from a satellite in space, you do not see "fronts". But you 
do see streaming movements of clouds. Reich independently 
discovered the basic configurations of these streams, years 
before the first weather satellites were launched. Likewise, 
the older atmospheric scientists often argued for a great 
interconnectivity in the atmosphere. Charles G. Abbot, head 
of the Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory in the 1950s, 
used related energetic concepts to predict the weather months 
into the future. But he was ignored and ridiculed for his 
findings, in spite of their uncanny accuracy. Irving Lang
muir, one of the originators of cloudseeding techniques, once 
objectively demonstrated that cloudseeding in New Mexico 
would trigger rain storms all the way into Ohio, and he 
warned his fellow workers about this danger. The cloudseeders 
of today, funded by millions in Federal dollars, act as if 
Langmuir's work never took place, and refuse to replicated 
his simple experiment. They deny the existence of long 
distance effects from cloudseeding, knowing that if such 
effects became public knowledge, they would be forced to 
stop. 

Among the physical scientists, the idea of an energy in 
space was embodied in the concept of an aether, which dates 
back hundreds of years. The theologian/physicist Isaac New
ton forcefully argued that this aether had to be static, in order 
to prevent it from directly participating in the movement and 
ordering of the heavens. That role, Newton argued, belonged 
only to the anthropomorphic God (who at that time was 
demanding that unbelievers be ruthlessly tortured and burned 
at the stake). And, over the years, a dead, unmoving aether 
has never been detected. However, an aether with more 
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dynamic properties was objectively demonstrated by the 
physicist Dayton Miller. Miller also explained why prior 
attempts to measure the aether had failed. First, he observed 
that the aether is entrained at the Earth's surface, and moves 
faster at higher altitudes than lower altitudes. Prior at
tempts to measure its movement had taken place only at 
lower altitudes, or in heavy stone buildings or basement 
locations. Second, Miller's aether was refiected by metals, 
and prior attempts to measure it used instruments with the 
critical parts housed inside metal enclosures. Miller found 
that by doing the crucial aether-drift experiments on a moun
tain top, inside a flimsy building without metals or dense 
window materials, that it was readily detectable and measur
able. He made over 200,000 separate measurements, over the 
course of 30 years of investigation. Contrast this to the 
famous Michelson-Morley experiment, which involved a grand 
total of six hours of actual measurement time, made over four 
days in 1887. The Michelson-Morley experiment is widely 
misquoted as having completely failed in the detection of the 
aether. It was a hinge-point in the sciences, after which the 
idea of the aether was given up entirely for the "empty space" 
theories of relativity and quantum dynamics. 

Miller's extensive work on the aether question was never 
rebutted when he was alive, but his research was contemptu
ously compared with "searching for perpetual motion". After 
his death, the adherents of the empty space theory breathed 
a heavy sigh of relief. Today, every physics textbook starts 
out with the falsehood that "the aether was never measured 
or demonstrated". It should be pointed out that the theories 
of relativity and quantum dynamics, plus the expanding 
universe and "big bang" theories, are utterly shattered by the 
discovery of an energy in space, and many physicists, who 
cling to their theories religiously, simply refuse to look at this 
kind of evidence. Worse, the discipline of physics has become 
a military-oriented growth industry, with multi-billion dol
lar funding for the sustenance of nuclear power and bomb
making technology, for fusion plants, particle accelerators, 
and "star wars" experiments. This kind of research has not 
brought forth any real benefits or fruits for humankind, but 
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has become a self-perpetuating "research industry", a multi
billion dollar edifice which, like the medico
pharmaceutical industry, is threatened to the core by these 
discoveries of a primary, cosmic life energy. The physics 
community has unfortunately reacted to these new findings 
with the same arrogance and viciousness that characterizes 
the medical communities' reaction to the life energy. Ein
stein's followers, for example, have recently been accused, 
in print, of very nasty stab-in-the-back tactics of censorship 
and suppression. An entire new journal, Scientific Ethics, 
for a short period at least began to expose the whole stinking 
mess. 

Of great interest for Reich's work is that Miller's dy
namic aether was more active at higher altitudes, and re
fiected by metals. The capacity to be reflected by metals, with 
a more active state at higher altitudes, are basic properties of 
the orgone energy, as independently discovered by Reich. 
The orgone also satisfies many other of the basic properties 
and functions of an aether, being ubiquitous and mass-free, 
and by providing a medium for the transmission of electro
magnetic excitation. However, the orgone also spontaneous
ly pulses, superimposes, and directly participates in the 
creation of both matter and life. But even without using the 
taboo word "aether", or the more offending word "orgone", 
another group of physicists have detected or inferred the ex
istence of dynamic energy currents at work in deep space. 
For example, the American astrophysicist Halton Arp made 
so many photographs of energy/matter bridges between deep
space objects, where those energy/matter bridges should not 
have been there, that he was actually banned from using the 
big American telescopes. His simple photos demolished the 
theories of empty space, the expanding universe, and the "big 
bang" with a single shutter click. So great was the hatred 
against his work that he ultimately had to go to Germany to 
continue with his research. Hannes Alfven, another famous 
physicist, also deeply offended his contemporaries by sug
gesting, like Reich, that space was filled with streaming 
currents of plasmatic energy. The space scientists to this 
day refuse to send satellite probes where he says they should, 
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as to do so might confirm that space is energetically rich. In 
fact, physics of today is in a state of turmoil, and is desper
ately trying to explain away the newer evidence for an ener
gy in space, to preserve the big bang theory, relativity, quan
tum dynamics, and the billions of dollars of research money 
that supports the "empty space" religion, and its institutional 
priesthood. 

Few of the above ideas, nor the findings on sunspot
weather correlations, are given much funding or investiga
tion today. Science journals still routinely carry the false 
statement that "no mechanism" has been found for solar
terrestrial correlations, just as physics textbooks carry the 
falsehood that "the aether had never been detected". And it is 
true that these relationships cannot be true, nor do they make 
any sense, from the standpoint of the "empty space" theories 
of physics. They require a medium in the atmosphere and in 
space, through which excitations and influences can pass, 
independent from thermal or pressure phenomena, a force 
which propagates in the atmosphere faster than air currents, 
and which can likewise quickly propagate influences 
across the depths of space. Again, Reich's orgone energy fits 
such a description. 

Other research bas been done to show that living crea
tures, and the physical chemistry of water, are sensitive to 
weather or cosmic factors in a manner than cannot be ex
plained according to simple mechanical phenomena, such 
as light, temperature, humidity, or pressure. Frank Brown, 
of Northwestern University, spent decades demonstrating 
that the biological clocks of various living creatures were 
sensitive to lunar cycles and other cosmic forces. Nobody 
could refute him when he was alive, but today, after his 
death, his findings are widely ignored. Likewise the works 
of the Italian chemist, Giorgio Piccardi, who demonstrated 
that the physical chemistry of water was changed by magne
tism, sunspots, and other cosmic phenomena. His work 
helped to fuel an interest in the magnetic treatment of water 
in Europe, leading to new methods for reducing scale depos
its in household plumbing, and in industrial boilers. Mag
netism, correctly applied, can alter the solubility character-
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istics of water, allowing dissolved substances to remain in 
solution at concentrations higher than normal for a given 
temperature. In the USA, these findings have been greeted 
with derision, as every physics textbook says magnetism 
has no effect upon water. Also, almost every chemical labo
ratory uses magnetic stirring devices to mix their chemical 
solutions, instead of the "old-fashioned" hand-operated 
glass stirring rods; these magnetic stirring devices would, 
if Piccardi is correct (and he is) alter the chemistry, precipi
tate quantity, and titration curves for every chemical reac
tion exposed to them. And so, the new findings are ignored 
in the USA, while abroad, new products based upon the dis
covery are entering the marketplace. Simple magnetic wa
ter treatment systems for the home are now common in Eu
rope, replacing in many cases the ion-exchange water sof
teners, with their bags and bags of salt. In the USA, mean
while, the water softener industry, in collusion with dogmat
ic academics and politicians, has managed to have laws 
passed in a few states to forbid the sale of magnetic water 
treatment devices. 

Piccardi's work extends beyond the issue of simple mag
netic treatment of water, however. At one point he attempted 
to isolate an unknown cosmic energy which was affecting 
his chemical experiments, in a manner similar to strong 
magnetism. In order to block out the unknown radiation, 
which was correlated to sunspots, he constructed an electro
magnetic shield around his experiments, in the form of an 
Earth-grounded metal box enclosure. Then, in order to sta
bilize the temperature inside the metal box, he placed a layer 
of wool around the outside. To his amazement, the metal box 
did not extinguish the cosmic phenomena, but amplified it. 
He and his co-workers spent decades performing chemical 
experiments inside similar enclosures, which mirror the 
construction of Reich's orgone energy accumulator. This 
independent corroboration of the orgone accumulator princi
ple by Piccardi was also confirmed, though in a less direct 
manner, by the biologist Brown. Brown observed that herme
tically sealed metal enclosures, with a constant pressure, 
temperature, light and humidity inside, would not extin-
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guish cosmic influences upon biological clocks, but would 
instead allow them to be more clearly observed, or even add 
an unusual dimension to their behavior. For example, in
side the metal box, the metabolism of potatoes followed a cy
cle that correlated with lunar, solar, and galactic parame
ters. Potato metabolism additionally demonstrated a corre
lation to local weather; not the weather today, but the weather 
two days into the future! In the enclosure, the energized pota
to would respond to external energetic factors in the environ
ment which were also determinants of future weather 
events. 

The above are just a few of the kinds of evidence that ex
ist for an energetic principle similar, or identical to the or
gone energy. In many cases, these researchers had not 
known of Reich's work. In a few, they hated Reich's guts, 
and would hardly tolerate mention of his name by their stu
dents! And yet, the facts speak powerfully for a corroboration 
of Reich's orgone energy. It must be stated, however, that 
Reich's discovery on the orgone energy is far more inclu
sive, comprehensive, and tangible than any of the above con
cepts. In addition to having been quantified, photographed, 
and measured, the orgone can be seen, felt, and, as noted in 
this book, accumulated within special experimental enclo
sures. 

An additional word must also be given regarding the re
sponse of the scientific and academic communities to these 
new discoveries. The reader will note that most, if not all, of 
the above researchers were hotly attacked, or isolated and ig
nored for their findings, irrespective of their credentials, 
reputations, or the amount of evidence they provided. This 
emotional reaction, of running away from or attacking dis
turbing new ideas, was explained by Reich as being the re
sults of a specific emotional disorder, which he called the 
emotional plague. Virtually all scientists who have verified 
portions of this common natural energy principle have been 
assaulted by special emotional plague characters, who build 
their reputations not upon work or research, but upon politi
cal power, and the number of scalps they have taken. Gossip, 
slander, political tactics, the sneak attack, and even manip-
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ulation of the courts and police are standard tactics of the 
plague. Their secret goal, like the Grand Inquisitors of the 
Church, is to kill disturbing new findings, and the men and 
women who make them. The history of science is filled with 
evidence for this kind of behavior. The reader is encouraged 
to read Reich's discussion on the emotional plague, in Cha
racter Analysis (3rd Ed.), People in Trouble, and The Mur
der of Christ, as it still constitutes the major obstacle in the 
way of human social progress, and scientific research. 
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Part II: 
The Safe and 
Effective Use of 
Or gone 
Accumulating 
Devices 
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7. General Principles for 
Construction and 

Experimental Use of the 
Orgone Energy Accumulator 

A) The interior :surface of all accumulators must be 
composed of bare metal. Paints, varnishes or coatings on the 
metal will interfere with the accumulating effect, though 
zinc galvanizing does not. 

B) The outer, exterior surface of all accumulators must 
be composed of an orgone-absorbing, generally organic, 
non-metallic substance. 

C) Metals and non-metallic materials may be alternat
ed in multiple layers within the walls of the accumulator for 
stronger energy accumulation. The more layers, the more 
powerful the accumulator, though one does not simply double 
the strength by doubling the layers. A three ply accumulator 
will have about 70% of the strength of a ten ply accumulator 
(one "ply'' consists of a layer of metal plus a layer of non
metal). Accumulators of different sizes may also be nested 
one inside another, to develop an even stronger charge. 
Points A and B above must be strictly followed, however. In 
multiple ply accumulators, you can double-up the final outer 
organic, non-metal layer, and the innermost metal layer, 
for additional energy accumulating capacity. 

D) A major common error made by some who reproduce 
Reich's orgone accumulator experiments is the use of inap
propriate accumulator materials. For accumulators used on 
living systems, and particularly for human use, copper, alu
minum, and other non-ferrous materials must be complete
ly avoided as they yield toxic effects. Similarly, certain 
types of polyurethane foams, rigid or soft, do not have a good 
effect upon the living system when used in an accumulator. 
Any type of material impregnated with formaldehyde, or 
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made with other highly toxic glues or resins should not be 
used. 

Good non,.metals 
wool, raw cotton 
acrylic, styrene plastic 
celotex (soundboard) 
cork sheeting 
glasswool, fibreglass 
rock wool 
bees wax, candle wax 
soil, water 

Good metals 
steel or iron, sheet, screen 
galvanized steel 
steel wool 
stainless steel 
steel/tin can alloy 

Poor or to:cic non,.metals 
wood or plywood 
urethane or polyurethane 
pressboard (very hard) 
organic materials containing 

formaldehyde, asbestos, 
or other toxic chemicals 

Poor or toxic metals 
aluminum, sheet or screen 
lead 
copper 

E) ·some individuals have experimented with accumu
lators composed of buried metal boxes, surrounded with rich 
dark soil, free of pesticides and herbicides. The larger of 
these kinds of accumulators give the appearance of a root 
cellar or "burial mound". Some authors familiar with an
cient archaeological sites have even speculated that the life 
energy principles were known and used by ancient peoples. 
Certain ancient mounds and structures have a layered char
acteristic, using clay soils or stone of high iron content, cov
ered over with other layers of organic-rich soils or peat. 

F) An exceptionally powerful accumulator can be made 
by using bees wax or other d.ielectrical materials for the out
er, non-metallic layers. These materials may be quite ex
pensive for a larger accumulator, and are also fragile. If 
you use a fragile or crumbly material for the outer non
metal layer, you can coat the outer surface with clear shel
lac. This bas been tried by many people, and does not appear 
to interfere with the accumulation or Hfe enhancing quali-
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ties of the energy. Never use shellac on the interior surfaces, 
however. 

G) Experiments have demonstrated that the shape of the 
accumulator is a factor of lesser importance than its materi
al composition. However, accumulators made in the shapes 
of cones, pyramids, or tetrahedrons have yielded occasional 
unexplainable life-negative effects. Unless one is testing 
for such effects, accumulators should be constructed in rec
tangular, cubical, or cylindrical shapes. These have given 
the best results, and are also easier to construct. One anec
dote here: in 1980, the author was in Egypt, and went into the 
Great Pyramid of Cheops. While inside, I was struck down 
by a most intense choking, and could not get a breath. The 
feeling was relieved by emptying my canteen of water over 
my head and chest. Later, I heard reports of whole groups of 
tourists being similarly stricken, to the point that some peo
ple had fainted away, and had to be resuscitated outside. I 
cannot say if this is an effect of poor ventilation or not, but in 
my own case, I was the only one out of 8 people in a tour group 
to be badly affected. Given my observations of stunted and 
killed seedlings within conical and pyramidal accumula
tors, it seems possible to me that these effects are the result of 
a toxic accumulation or overcharge effect. More work needs 
to be done to clarify these factors related to shape, as well as 
accumulator use in energetically stagnated environments, 
such as deserts. See the chapter on "Warnings and Dan
gers" for more details. 

H) Corners of accumulators do not have to be precisely 
constructed, nor do layers have to be air tight or precisely fit
ted, though one certainly wishes to have as neat and clean of 
construction as possible. In some cases, I have seen metal 
boxes loosely wrapped with layered steel wool and cotton, 
felt, or wool. Also, some have used tin cans, as used for food 
preservation, wrapped with plastic, and then placed inside 
another larger can which was, in turn, wrapped with more 
plastic. These tin-cans were nested inside each other to 
make reasonably effective four or five ply accumulators, for 
seed charging or other purposes. They do not look especially 
neat or "scientific", but they do function. 

44 



The Or gone Accumulator Handbook 

I) Accumulators should be kept where fresh air can cir
culate. The door or lid to the accumulator should also be kept 
partly open when not in use. Its interior may be kept fresh 
and sparkling by keeping an open basin of water sitting in
side when not in use. Periodically wipe the interior and ex
terior clean with a damp cloth. 

J) Larger accumulators used by humans or farm ani
mals are best kept outdoors under a sheltered area, where 
rain will not fall on it. Good air circulation and sunlight 
will assist with the accumulation affect. The best location 
for accumulator research would be inside a large wooden 
barn in the countryside, away from all kinds of electrical 
transmission lines, electromagnetic devices, and nuclear 
facilities. This finding on the best environment for the life 
energy is in full agreement with more recent findings on 
house ecology, wherein a constructed habitat is critically re
viewed for toxic effects upon its inhabitants. See the 
"Warnings and Dangers" chapter for more details. 

K) The accumulator will not develop a strong charge 
during wet, rainy weather. On such days, the orgone charge 
at the Earth's surface is very low, most of it being taken up 
into the storm clouds overhead or at a distance. The strong
est orgone charge is found in the accumulator on clear, sun
ny days, when the orgone charge at the Earth's surface is 
also quite strong. 

L) Orgone accumulators used at higher altitudes tend to 
yield stronger charges than at lower altitudes; lower lati
tudes may yield stronger charges than higher latitudes; low
er humidity atmospheres tend to yield stronger charges than 
higher humidity atmospheres. Periods with many sunspots 
and solar flares coincide with periods of stronger orgone 
charge, as compared to periods with few sunspots and flares. 
Alignments between the Earth, Sun and Moon, during full 
and new moon periods, appears to yield a stronger, more ex
cited charge in the atmosphere, and within the accumulator. 

M) If you run a controlled experiment with the accumu
lator, do not place any relevant instruments immediately 
adjacent to it. Remember that the accumulator has an ener
gy field, and will partially influence nearby objects in a 
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manner similar to those kept inside it. The electrical or 
electromagnetic fields of various instruments might also 
disturb or otherwise affect an accumulator, making this 
caution doubly important for the research scientist. 

N) Do not use any household electrical appliances con
nected to a wall plug inside or near to the accumulator. Nei
ther should portable computers, TV sets, or other radiating 
devices be used. These will disturb the energy inside. The 
interior metal walls also conduct electricity, and there may 
be a danger of electrical shock. For human-sized accumula
tors, use a battery powered reading lamp if light is desired, 
or place a strong lamp just outside the door opening. Many 
people use such a light to read a book while sitting inside. 
Radio receivers do not appear to have a negative effect if 
used in the room, but the effects of "walkman" type headsets 
inside the accumulator are unknown. 

0) For experimental accumulators, realize that any or
ganic or moisture-bearing materials which are placed in
side will absorb the orgone charge. Do not unnecessarily 
store or bring items inside an accumulator. 

P) For human sized accumulators, one wishes the exter
ior walls to be no more than 2 to 4 inches from the skin sur
face. When sitting inside, it is best to partially or completely 
disrobe, as heavy clothing will interfere with absorption of 
the orgone radiatio'n. A wooden chair or bench may be used 
as dry lumber is a relatively poor absorber of the orgone. 
Metal chairs are also OK, but may be uncomfortably cold to 
sit on. 

Q) NOTE: A too-frequent or too-long use of the accumu
lator may lead to symptoms of overcharge, such as pressure 
in the head, slight nausea, general ill-feelings or dizziness. 
In such a case, leave the accumulator immediately and rest 
in the fresh air for a moment. Such symptoms will go away 
in a few minutes. However, Reich warned persons with a 
history of overcharged biopathies t.o use the accumulat.or only 
with caution, and then only for shorter periods. 1hese over
charged biopathies include: hypertension, decompensated 
heart diseases, brain tumors, arteriosclerosis, glaucoma, 
epilepsy, heavy obesity, apoplexia, skin inf1.ammations, and 
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conjunctivitis. 
R) The question of ''how much is enough" is related to 

one's own energy level, and is primarily a subjective deter
mination, different for each individual. No one ever tells 
you how much water to drink to quench a thirst. You simply 
drink until you have the feeling of "having enough". The 
same is true regarding the use of the accumulator. When 
you have the feeling of"enough", then get out. With most peo
ple, this will be sometime after they have reached the point 
where their own energy field is gently luminating, or glow
ing with a warm excitement at their skin surface, and after 
sweating has commenced. If you are unsure about these 
kinds of feelings, be patient, as with some people, it may re
quire many sessions before they can really feel the energetic 
effects. A good rule of thumb is to limit the sitting period to 
no longer than about 30 to 45 minutes. It may be used more 
than once a day, however. One should not attempt to "nap" 
inside for prolonged periods. Additional information on 
these bioeffects is given in the chapter on "Physiological and 
Biomedical Effects". 

S) The qualitative state of the orgone, as we11 as its abso
lute charge, are constantly varying at any given location on 
the Earth's surface. Weather cycles cause the accumulator to 
vary its charge, and toxic environmental conditions 
(oranur and dor, see below) may periodically or chronically 
contaminate the accumulator, making its use potentially 
unsafe. Experimental use of the accumulator therefore de
mands that one learn about weather cycles and other envi
ronmental factors. 
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8. Warnings and Dangers: 
The Effects of Oranur and Dor 

A common problem with use of the accumulator is the 
difficulty in finding an energetically clean environment 
in which to use it. The orgone energy in the atmosphere is 
very sensitive to certain kinds of disturbance and agitation. 
Much in the manner of living protoplasm, orgone energy 
can be excited or irritated, and certain environmental in
fluences can drive it towards a toxic condition. If the ener
getic atmosphere in your home or neighborhood has been 
made toxic in this manner, use of an accumulator is disad
vised, or advised only with great caution, as it will be very 
difficult to accumulate anything except a toxic charge. 

For example, orgone accumulators, particularly those 
intended for biological experiments or human use, should 
never be used in rooms with the following orgone-irritating 
devices: 
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fluorescent lights 
television sets 
comput.er or microcomputer 
other cathode ray tube devices 
microwave ovens, or eddy-cmTent stoves 
electric blankets (even if only plugged in, and off) 
diathermy, x-ray machines 
sparking electric motors 
induction devices or coils 
other electromagnetic devices 
ioniz.ation-type radioactive smoke detectors 
clocks, wristwatches, or other devices containing 

radioactive, glow-in-the-dark materials 
(phospholuminescent materials, which work on the 
principle of absorbed visible light, are OK) 

other radioactive materials, or strong chemical fumes 
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Orgone accumulators should not be used even in the 
same buildings where the more powerful of the above kinds 
of devices (such as x-ray machines) are used, or were re
cently used. Experiments by Reich, and more recently by 
others in large German hospitals, have demonstrated that x
ray equipment will destroy the life-enhancing effects of the 
orgone radiation. Additionally, there is a persistence effect, 
wherein toxic energetic conditions remain for a time after 
the irritating devices are shut down and removed from a 
room or building. Orgone accumulators should likewise not 
be used in the immediate neighborhoods or vicinities where 
the following facilities are located: 

airport radar systems 
cellular telephone or microwave relay towers 
very high-tension power lines 
~FM, or 1Vbroadcast towers 
nuclear power plants, storage facilities, 

or nuclear waste dumps 
military installations with nuclear bomb storage 
past or present nuclear bomb testing areas 

Reich and others associated with him made warnings 
about these devices in the 1940s and 1950s, but only today do 
we see epidemiological studies corroborating their life
negative effects. Part of this problem has hinged upon the 
difficulty that, by simply demonstrating a correlation be
tween two events, you do not prove causality. One has to show 
or demonstrate just what the mechanism is, and objectively 
demonstrate each step between the two correlated events, be
fore cause and effect are proven. This is in most cases a very 
wise policy, but it is very unevenly applied in the world of the 
sciences. Orthodox theorems are rarely subjected to valid 
critical review based upon their failures to meet this strict 
criteria (eg, "bad genes", "viruses", etc.), while unorthodox 
theories are denied funding or simply thrown out or repre
ssed for whatever weaknesses they may have. Industrial 
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polluters may also raise this issue to avoid taking respon
sibility for the environmental damage they have done. 

Regarding energetic questions, according to the best 
calculations of the physical scientists, low-level radiation 
ought not to have a deleterious effect upon the living sys
tem. Tbe energy present in the low-level radiation, as de
tected with conventional radiation detection instruments, 
is simply not sufficient to do significant damage. And yet, 
the damage occurs. I emphasize the concern about 
"conventional radiation detection instruments'', because a 
major fallacy of physics is that if an instrument does not 
measure an environmental disturbance, then no distur
bance has occurred. The error here lies in the false as
sumption that their energy detection instruments must be 
detecting 100% of any disturbance. This unprovable as
sumption is, of course, challenged by biological or epidemi
ological evidence which demonstrates that an effect does 
exist. There is furthermore a great distrust of the body in 
the modern sciences, in that average people who are made 
sick by our modern energy radiating devices often are not 
believed, or are viewed suspiciously. 

It is precisely here that Reich's findings on the orgone 
energy provide a clarification, as the life energy (and dis
turbances within it) cannot be detected with ordinary nucle
ar or electromagnetic sensing instruments. One has to 
modify the instrument to pick it up, or use entirely differ
ent methods. The orgone is also an interconnecting energy 
continuum, which provides a connection between the of
fending fadlity or appliance (nuclear plant, microwave 
tower, fluorescent light, TV set) and the living creature 
that is affected. As the local orgone energy field of the 
Earth, or the energy field of a borne is badly disturbed and 
agitated by these devices, so too does the orgone energy 
field of a person in that environment become disturbed. 

Modern physics partly acknowledges these connections, 
in that all nuclear bombs, nuclear reactors, and related fa. 
cilities are said to radiate unshieldable, undetectable, theo
retical neutrinos in tremendous quantities. These neutri
nos race out from the facilities, penetrating all forms of ra-
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diation shielding, and impinge upon the bodies of everyone 
for miles around. Theoretically, they do not do any damage, 
but this is purely a speculative assumption. The major ob
served fact is that according to the best theories of classical 
physics, significant energy is constantly being lost from the 
heart of the nuclear reactor, through the heavy reactor 
shielding into the surrounding countryside, that cannot be 
detected with ordinary radiation detectors. From the per
spective of Reich's findings, it appears that this lost energy 
is not discharged as "particles", but is discharged directly 
back into the cosmic orgone energy continuum, which be
comes greatly agitated and overcharged. Given the ability 
of the orgone energy to penetrate material substance, this en
ergetic disturbance is quickly propagated outward, through 
the reactor shielding to affect living creatures and weather 
in the surrounding area. 

Likewise, the dilemma of illness provoked from low
level electromagnetism. Such radiation ought not be mak
ing people sick, but it does. The theoretical difficulty here is 
that physics says these electromagnetic waves are transmit
ted across the countryside and around the globe without any 
medium of transmission. This position is similar to some
one studying and working with sound waves, or water 
waves, but denying the existence of the air or water. But the 
nuclear and electromagnetic "particle-waves" need a medi
um through which they can propagate. The big myth of mod· 
em physics is that this medium was never discovered, and 
this fallacy was discussed in a previous chapter. 

Nuclear and electromagnetic devices and facilities do 
have deleterious effects upon the health of their workers, and 
of people who live nearby, whether or not one accepts the bio
energetic point of view outlined here. In general, the health 
hazards are not evenly distributed among a given popula
tion. Certain very high energy, or very low energy people, 
and in general the very young and very old, are more sensi
tive to these toxic energies, and will react to them more 
quickly and strongly. A few cases may be given. I met a 
secretary who was unable to make the transition from type
writer to word-processor computer. Every time she sat in 
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front of the computer, she developed a metallic taste in her 
mouth, and became nauseous. This effect would last for 
weeks after a single exposure to the computer. Her boss and 
friends thought she was crazy, but she was simply more sen
sitive than they were. In another case I met a fellow who 
lived one mile, from a large radio broadcasting tower, which 
was irradiating the entire area with a strong dose of electro
magnetism at radiowave and microwave frequencies. By 
the time he realized the danger of his situation, his children 
had contracted leukemia, and he had to move out of the area. 
Medical practitioners who are confronted by such symptoms 
usually do not make a diagnosis based upon the energetic 
ecology of a patient's home and work environment. In a 
chapter below, I give a number of practical things people can 
do to protect themselves, and their accumulators, from these 
environmental hazards. 

Reich's observations on the life-negative aspects of these 
devices and facilities cannot be explained according to con
ventional theories of physics and biology, but they have been 
corroborated to a greater or lesser extent. The various elec
tromagnetic and nuclear devices and materials listed above 
are known to irritate the orgone energy, driving it into a 
wild, frenzied state which Reich identified as the oranur ef
fect. Oranur was inadvertently discovered after small 
amounts of nuclear material were introduced into a strong 
orgone accumulator. Reich kept several large, 20-ply accu
mulators inside an even larger room-sized orgone accumu
lator at his laboratory in rural Maine. When the radioactive 
material was introduced into this highly-charged environ
ment, the orgone energy field of the entire mountain region 
of his laboratory was driven into a state of wild agitation, 
which could be readily felt and seen. Laboratory workers be
came quite ill, and experimental mice kept in another build
ing died in large numbers. 

Reich found that the oranur effect persisted long after the 
nuclear materials were removed from the laboratory accu
mulators, making the facilities unusable for several years. 
Under such persisting oranur agitation, the orgone energy 
eventually becomes immobilized and "dead". Reich identi-
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fied this deadened energetic state as dor, which was short for 
deadly orgone. A room charged with dor will feel unbeara
bly stuffy, and it will be hard to get a good breath out of it. 
One also feels constantly dehydrated, given the water
hungry nature of dor. Some people react to dor with edema, 
and a particular extreme form of dor-sickness was identi
fied by Reich and his co-workers. The organism responds 
with lethargy, immobilization, and emotional contactless
ness. These effects are quite tangible, sensible, and measur
able. 

A great deal was learned about the atmospheric life en
ergy from this experimental accident, and a 1951 work by 
Reich titled The Oranur Experiment describes the dramatic 
events. Reich later identified a number of other sources of 
mild to severe oranur, which could disturb the orgone energy 
within a home, office, building, neighborhood, or region. 

In most people's homes, the most common orgone irri
tants are the TV set, the microwave oven, and fluorescent 
lights of any kind (the full-spectrum varieties reduce, but do 
not eliminate this problem). Fluorescent lights often produce 
hyperactive plants, with enlarged, oversized leaves, and so 
fool people into thinking that the lights are "good". Some 
studies have even shown that depressed people can be agitat
ed to a greater activity or metabolism by exposure to fluores
cent lights. Examples are wintertime emotional depression, 
depressed newborn infants, and even "depressed" office 
workers, all of whom are agitated to a temporary increase in 
activity under fluorescent oranur. In many cases, the in
creased activity was linked to light color or frequency, and 
this also has its influence. But the problem of fluorescent or
anur excitation is usually not addressed as a factor in those 
studies. Oranur is, however, produced by all types of fluores
cent lights, TV sets, and microwave ovens. It can be objec
tively measured through the disturbed electrical potential of 
a house plant exposed to such devices, through use of an or
gone charged geiger counter, or by making extended meas
urements of accumulator functions, and observing the per
turbation which occurs during oranur and dor conditions. 

In any given city neighborhood, radio broadcast towers, 
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Above: Atmospheric energetic disturbance created by a 
fluorescent light, detected by measuring the bioelectrical 
field of a philodendron with a sensitive millivoltmeter (HP 
412-A VTVM) both before and after the light was turned on. 
Below: A similar disturbance from a TV set. In both cases, 
no light from the apparatus reached the plant, which was 
shielded behind heavy cardboard. 
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airport radars, and microwave telephone communications 
towers also constitute hazards, and producers of oranur. 
Like microwave ovens, and TV sets, they are allowed to leak 
relatively high levels of radiation into their local environ
ments . .Infrared automatic door opening sensors, or auto
matic light switches, also operate closer to the microwave 
end of the infrared spectrum, as do library or commercial 
inventory scanners, which are designed to stop petty lar
ceny. These smaller sensors are powerful enough to trigger 
your automobile police radar detector at several hundred 
yards, and may pose a danger to workers who sit near to 
them day after day; the actual risk here is simply unknown. 
Like microwave ovens and TV sets, they are allowed to ex
pose the "average" person with an "average" dose, which is 
irrationally assumed to be harmless. Until more is known 
about them, you should err on the side of caution. Do not site 
an accumulator near any of these devices. 

Nuclear plants likewise are permitted to vent (or rather, 
dump) significant quantities of measurable radiation into 
the cooling water and ventilation air that passes through the 
facilities. Aside from the fact that the local population 
breathes and often drinks this waste, which can accumulate 
in the food chain, there is the problem of oranur and dor. 
Both are created by nuclear plants, and the atmospheric en
ergy in these areas will be affected, with one qualitative state 
predominating over the other. Sensitive people can literally 
feel the difference in a region after a nuclear reactor has 
been operating for a period, and careful observations will 
sometimes reveal changes in weather patterns. 

Underground atomic bomb tests ate perhaps the worst of
fenders, as they badly shock and agitate the orgone energy 
field of the entire planet. There is some evidence suggesting 
that severe weather extremes, such as drought or severe 
storms, plus epidemics of "flu" symptoms, may be triggered 
by underground atomic bomb tests, through a widespread 
disturbance of the Earth's energy field. Some evidence, cur
rently under review, has suggested that the entire Earth is 
disturbed in its rotational dynamics, and the upper atmos
phere overheated and pertUTbed, by underground atomic 
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bomb tests. These kinds of effects make no sense whatsoever 
from the viewpoint of classical biology and physics, which 
denies the existence of any vital energy principle, and as
sumes that space is "empty". From the standpoint of orgone 
biophysics, these effects do make sense. 

Biophysically, the oranur effect can be felt by sensitive 
individuals as a jumpy, overexcited, possibly heated or 
slightly feverish feeling. One may feel a constant agitation; 
some people may mildly contract when it is present, while 
tempers may flare among others. Severe oranur affects each 
person at their weakest point, and tends to drive latent medi
cal symptoms to the surface. The palms of the hands may ex
hibit a mottled characteristic, and sleep may be nearly im
possible. There is a tendency towards inability to maintain 
a coherent focus upon work or other activities. The atmos
pheric expression of oranur is also one of overcharge. Skies 
may maintain a strong blue color, but significant haziness 
will appear on the horizon. Clouds do not coalesce or grow 
under oranur conditions, partly because the highly charged 
and agitated atmosphere cannot contract, and the charge 
within clouds cannot build beyond a certain point. Winds 
may be chaotic under oranur conditions, as if confused or 
agitated. Approaching rainstorms usually begin to frag
ment or dissipate as they approach an oranur-affected re
gion. The atmosph'ere may have a "tense" or "strained" 
quality, reflecting the generally overcharged conditions. 
Rains will decrease, particularly as oranur is eventually 
replaced by deadened, immobilized dor conditions. 

Dor has an atmospheric expression as well, and when 
sufficiently widespread, is associated with drought or desert 
conditions. It appears on the landscape as a steel-grey haze 
that reduces visibility, gives sunlight a burning or scorch
ing quality, turns rains acidic, or completely blocks the 
rainfall. Clouds are rendered into a tattered state, similar to 
slightly dirty, shredded cotton, and never grow beyond a cer
tain small size. Unusual small clouds with a black or dark 
grey coloration sometimes appear; in contrast to other small 
clouds in the area, these darkish clouds maintain their dull 
coloration even when directly illuminated by sunlight. 
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These are what Reich called dor clouds. They often form 
and reform continually over certain locations on the land
scape, as if energetically attached to that spot. 

While oranur and dor often exist together within a given 
region, one expression will generally predominate over the 
other. Being energetic phenomena, oranur and dor cannot 
be "blown away" by winds, though a good rainstorm may se
quester and clean them out. Under exceptionally strong ora
nur or dor conditions, rainstorms are blocked and diverted, 
giving rise to prolonged drought. Desert locations are gener
ally charged with great quantities of dor, particularly on the 
lower-lying portions of the topography. Regions with multi
ple nuclear power, refining, and waste storage facilities 
tend to be very highly charged with both dor and oranur. Se
quential episodes of drought often occur in those areas, given 
that the life energy is rarely in a natural state, and is period
ically overexcited, or deadened. 

Contrast the above descriptions of oranur or dor condi
tions with that of the orgone energy in its normally spark
ling and pulsing condition. When the orgone continuum 
maintains a state of healthy and vigorous atmospheric pul
sation, regular cycles of rain-dry-rain-dry occur. The at
mosphere is clean and transparent, sparkling and crisp, 
and does not have any notable atmospheric haze. The con
trast between clouds and blue sky is apparent all the way 
down to the horizon. The open sky has a deep blue color, and 
cloud boundaries are sharp and well-defined. Clouds main
tain a rounded shape, like buds of cauliflower, and build 
vertically without leaning sideways, or collapsing. Distant 
mountains maintain a bluish or purple coloration. The veg
etation is also lush and crisp, full of life. Birds are active 
and soaring, and other animal life is also active. The sun
light warms, but does not scorch or burn as readily. The gen
eral subjective feeling during clear weather conditions is of 
great expansion, abounding energy, contactfullness, and 
liveliness. Breathing is so easy that the air literally pushes 
into your lungs. Most people feel exceptionally alive and 
alert, and more relaxed than usual. All of life is pushing up
wards, against gravity, as an expression of the surging, 
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gently pushing and expansive nature of the life energy. 
During rainy conditions, one may feel less energetic or 
sleepy, but still comfortable and at ease. Rains occur with a 
cyclical regularity. 

Most older people are aware that this quality of atmos
phere is increasingly rare. It was more commonly observed 
in the past than today. Hazy, stagnant dorish qualities are 
fast becoming the "norm", such that many young people, par
ticularly in the big polluted cities, do not know what a really 
crisp and sparkling day is like. For example, older airline 
pilots remember when dorish haze was present only over a 
few industrial areas of the Northeast USA Today, however, 
dorish haze can be observed in unbroken fashion, from coast 
to coast, and also a considerable distance out to sea as well! 
Likewise, with the continuing rampant deforestation and 
desertification that is occurring world wide, dorish desert 
conditions are spreading into regions that were once much 
more lush and wet. In wetter regions, as the atmosphere be
comes dorish, regular rainstorms are replaced by foggy aci
dic drizzles. Naturalists report that the blue orgone glow 
over mountains vanishes about two years prior to the onset of 
massive forest death, a phenomena which is likewise asso
ciated with hazy and stagnant air pollution. Indeed, the blue 
orgone glow of the oceans, rivers, forests, and atmosphere is 
vanishing at a distllrbing pace, foretelling a collapse of en
tire ecosystems. Just when the life energy has been docu
mented and objectified, it is being polluted out of existence, 
a:nd killed. 

To describe the energetic states of oranur and dor, Reich 
used the example of a wild animal placed into a cage. At 
first, the animal reacts with fury, attempting to break free of 
the constraining enclosure. Later, the animal exhausts it
self, and becomes inert and lethargic. This response, ob
served by zoo keepers around the world, has likewise been 
corroborated by John Ott in his work Health and Light. Ott 
demonstrated that laboratory mice exposed to agitating radi
ation from a TV set would at first become overexcited; later, 
the same mice would become inert and lethargic, eventually 
developing degenerative diseases. Ott gave many examples 
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where aggressive behavior among breeding animals, such 
as mink and aquarium fish, were eliminated by removing 
oranur-producing fluorescent lights. Similar effects upon 
schoolchildren, from fluorescent lights in the classroom, 
are at work. Some school teachers have found that disruptive 
behavior in the classroom is often easily eliminated by sim
ply turning off the fluorescent lights. 

I have observed a similar reaction among children who 
are allowed to spend enormous amounts of time "watching" 
TV. During the early phases of a child's TV exposure, there 
is often little focus upon program content. The kids simply 
want the TV on, and they will often busy themselves with 
other things while sitting in front of it. One often sees this 
strange behavior among entire families, where the evening 
or weekend family activity revolves around the big color 
TV. Nobody seems to care what program is on, just so long 
as the TV is on. Like cocaine-eating laboratory mice, both 
children and adults may become addicted to the oranur ef
fects of the TV set. Later, like Ott's mice, they may enter an 
inert, lethargic, or immobilized stage, what is popularly 
called the couch-potato syndrome, which may be a precursor 
to degenerative disease. Of course, there is an emotional 
component at work here, where emotionally contracted 
adults and children may use the TV as a means of escaping 
an unhappy social or family situation. But recall Reich's 
discovery that the orgone is the energy of the emotions. The 
effect of the TV is more than just a "cognitive" escape, and 
has distinct bioenergetic effects. 

This bioenergetic form of electromagnetic/oranur ad
diction is most clearly seen when someone tries to turn the 
TV set off. Agitated or lethargic children, who were bathing 
themselves in the TV radiation, but paying scant attention to 
the program, may suddenly object quite vocally when at
tempts are made to shut it off. Even adults suffering from 
this syndrome will be discomforted by the thought of shutting 
the TV off, forcing them, as it would, out of a mildly cataton
ic state, into more direct emotional (bioenergetic) contact 
with other human beings. Of course, program content also 
plays a role, in that the more violent, cruel, and sexually tit-
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illating it is, the more it will touch upon the repressed sexual 
longing and bottled-up anger of people in our society, to fur
ther feed the syndrome. Couch potatoes, adults or children, 
rarely if ever watch the educational channel. 

Another response that belongs in this category is the 
child in a video game parlor who bas run out of quarters, or 
who is ordered to leave. Anguish and even violent outbursts 
may occur as the child or adult is weaned away. Ott has 
shown that these devices, TV and fluorescent lights in par
ticular, are often a cause of childhood hyperactivity. Other 
researchers are today have observed similar behavioral dis
orders, reinforcing social isolation and emotional contrac
tion among young children who are addicted to their micro
computers. Some of these computer-addicted kids are now 
getting cataracts, from constant exposure to the computer 
CRT, and leukemia may likewise be an associated disorder 
of the technology. The oranur in school computer rooms, and 
in video game parlors is so intense that it is readily sensi
ble. The TV departments of large stores, which also have 
many fluorescent lights, also assault the casual passers-by 
with intense oranur. 

I saw one clear case of TV radiation addiction with three 
hyperactive children who spent hours each day in front of the 
set, but paid little attention to program content. The minute 
they came home from school, the set had to be on. When the 
TV was finally shut down (the frustrated mother had to cut 
the power cord to defeat the clever kids), there was a wail of 
agonizing protest, and a period of even more agitated behav
ior. After about a week, however, the kids calmed down and 
began to develop new friendships and activities, and the hy
peractivity disappeared completely. She got rid of the big co
lor TV, and got a smaller black and white set. Even though 
the kids were later allowed to watch the black and white set 
as much as they wanted, they never fell back into the same 
trap, and the hyperactive syndrome did not occur again. In 
these cases, the energy system of the human had become ad
dicted to the electromagnetic/oranur agitation, which took a 
clear and conscious effort to overcome. 

When using the orgone accumulator in an oranur or dor 
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environment, all of the above considerations are most im
portant, as the accumulator will amplify whatever kinds of 
energy conditions are present in the local environment. If 
oranur or dor is present, an accumulator will amplify those 
tendencies, imparting a toxic, life-negative quality to its 
charge. In some cases, the effects of oranur and dor are both 
persistent and widespread, and cannot be affected by simply 
changing things in your own home. This is often the case 
with large polluted cities, and certainly in the regions near 
to nuclear power facilities. Regarding nuclear power facili
ties, a distance of around 30 to 50 miles is minimal for safety 
regarding both the biological effects of emitted low-level ra
diation, as well as for use of an accumulator. Similarly, if 
you are within a few miles of very high voltage electrical 
transmission wires, or large radio broadca:;ting towers, use 
of an accumulator is disadvised. Likewise, do not use an ac
cumulator if your area has been recently subjected to a nu
clear accident, and fallout is present. 

One last set of considerations. Accumulators should 
never be used inside mobile homes or houses with alumi
num skin or side paneling. Alumfaum imparts a life
negative characteristic to the orgone energy, and it is advis
able not to live inside such a structure even if an accumula
tor is not built or stored there. Mobile homes with wooden sid
ing are safer, and no problem inherently exists with them. 
However, note that some mobile homes and buildings are in
sulated with fibreglass batting that has an aluminum back
ing. If this kind of insulation is widely used, it will act very 
much like aluminum siding, and turn the house into a 
large, aluminum accumulator. Also, houses with metal 
roofs, or new homes that use steel wall braces, instead of 
wooden components, will act somewhat like a large accumu
lator. I have lived inside such structures for short periods, 
and even without an accumulator, they tend to develop a very 
high charge inside. They can disturb a person's sleeping cy
cle, and lead to an amplification of the oranur effect if fluo
rescent lights, microwave ovens, or TV sets are used. Newer 
homes designed for energy efficiency often do not have ade
quate ventilation, which makes the energetic situations 
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even worse. One does not wish to live inside an accumula
tor, and most sensitive people will be driven a bit crazy by the 
overcharge that spontaneously develops within such a struc
ture. 

Learn to recognize dor and oranur, such that if the feel
ing inside a building or accumulator is ever disturbed or 
uneasy, you can take necessary steps and precautions to 
eliminate those effects. Air the room out, and check to make 
sure that TV sets, fluorescent lights or other such apparatus 
are not in use in nearby rooms or on floors above and below. 
If an accumulator is already present in such a location, air 
it out also, and learn the steps for water-cleaning it. Follow 
the steps and guidelines given in the next chapter for 
"Cleaning Up Your Energetic Environment". The subjec
tive feeling in an accumulator should be one of warmth, 
comfort and relaxation. This is where it becomes most im
portant that you learn about your energetic environment, 
and to get in touch with your own body and organ sensations. 
It is clear that factors related to "civilized" living often have 
distinctly negative influences upon both the orgone energy 
field of the Earth, of our homes, and ourselves. Whatever 
can disturb or agitate the atmospheric orgone energy field of 
the Earth, or of your home, will likewise badly affect our own 
life energy. The next chapter focuses directly on what can be 
done to mitigate or eliminate these toxic effects. 
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9. Cleaning Up Your 
Bioenergetic Environment 

The last chapter identified some potential problems re
garding use of the orgone accumulator, or living in an ener
getically disturbed environment. The following points will 
help you to create a living environment in which the orgone 
accumulator will yield its strongest charge, with the most 
energetically soft and expansive characteristics. If you un
dertake as many of these steps as possible, it will not only 
protect your accumulator, but also yourself and family, 
whether you construct an accumulator or not. 

A) Tbe "Barn in the Woods": The best of all possible en
vironments for locating an accumulator would be on the dry 
floor of a large, airy barn in the countryside. Most people 
will not have such a barn, but may have a covered outdoor 
porch, which meets these conceptual criteria. One should try 
to duplicate these conditions as closely as possible. The 
"barn in the woods" environment should ideally be located 
next to open fields and forest, at least 30 to 50 miles from any 
nuclear facility, and 5 miles from any large cross-country 
power transmission wires. It would also not be on the "path" 
between microwave transmission beams, nor within 5 miles 
of any iarge radio or TV broadcasting towers. It is best to 
have an open, airy structure, with good circulation and sun
light, but shielded from rains and high winds. No TVs, fluo
rescent lights, microwave ovens, radioactive smoke detec
tors, and so forth, would be present in the structure. Only a 
few electrical outlets, with overhead incandescent lights, 
should be present. 

B) Plants. Fountains and Waterfalls: You can enhance 
the life-positive energy characteristics in a room by filling 
it with as many living plants as possible, and providing it 
with continuous, adequate ventilation. Green plants soften 
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the effects of dor and oranur, and additionally oxygenate the 
air. The same is true regarding the cascading water of a 
fountain. Most people can feel these expansive and pleasing 
effects, and indoor plants, with waterfalls or fountains, are 
being increasingly used to improve the subjective aesthetics 
within both large and small structures. 

C) Direct Water Cleaninl,!: If your environment is pol
luted, or is of a dry, desert character, be prepared to routinely 
water-clean the accumulator by regularly wiping the in-· 
sides and outside with a damp cloth. You can also keep an 
open bowl of water inside it during times of non-use, to draw 
off any stagnant energy. 

D) House Buildin!,! Materials: Books devoted to helping 
people find safe building materials free of toxic chemicals 
are now available from bookstores and libraries. These will 
inform you on the many new non-toxic products and build
ing materials on the market. From a bioenergetic stand
point, a concern exists about living within, or building accu
mulators in, mobile homes or houses with aluminum or steel 
skins or siding. Aluminum siding makes a dwelling into 
an aluminum accumulator, which is known to have a toxic 
influence in and of itself. Any structure composed of metal 
walls, or even the newer homes using metal studs for interi
or wall partitions, can create an energy-accumulating ef
fect. While you may want to "charge up" inside an accumu
lator on a periodic basis, you do not want to "live" inside one! 
Remember, the "ham in the woods" principle. 

E) Lie-btine-: Regarding lighting, all kinds of fluores
cent lighting, even the "full spectrum" varieties, are disad
vised. These all have an agitating electromagnetic ballast, 
and high-voltage cathodes, that excite and disturb the orgone 
energy continuum. None of these lighting fixtures, or the 
fluorescent tubes themselves, even the cathode-shielded va
riety, eliminate the unshieldable oranur effect. The best pos
sible type of lighting is simple incandescent, with standard 
unfrosted bulbs, in which you can see the filament through 
cleaT glass. These bulbs closely duplicate the natural solar 
spectrum, and do not create oranur. 

F) Cookinl,!: Regarding your cooking, microwave ov-
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ens, and stoves that work on electromagnetic eddy-current 
principles, are not advised. While these ovens are certified 
as "safe" by the federal government, the standards used to 
set this criteria are quite out of date, and a collusion between 
oven manufacturers and the government exists. Ovens, 
stoves and toasters that work through electrical resistance 
heating are safer, but they do emit some electromagnetic· dis
turbances in the extremely low frequency (ELF) range. An
other drawback with electrical resistance cooking applianc
es is that they are not very efficient in their use of electrical 
energy. From a biological and energy efficiency stand
point, it is best to use pilotless, electric-spark, natural gas 
stoves and ovens for cooking. 

G) Teleyjsion: Regarding television, big color TVs are 
the worst offenders. They have three electron guns in the ca
thode ray tube (CRT), and operate at relatively high exciting 
voltages. The TV emits a wide spectrum of noxious ener
gies, to include ELF, soft x-rays, radio frequencies and 
pulsed magnetic fields. They can rapidly build up the levels 
of oranur and dor in a room or house. As an alternative, the 
projection televisions, which do not have a cathode ray tube, 
appear safer from a bioenergetic viewpoint. They still have 
some disturbance upon the orgone energy, however, and 
should not be used near an accumulator. If you can't afford a 
projection TV set, try changing to a small black and white 
set, which has only one electron gun operating at a much 
lower voltage. Or take an even more radical step: dramati
cally cut back on, or stop watching TV. When I was a uni
versity professor, the first assignment I gave my students, to 
broaden their horizons and clean the mind of cobwebs, was to 
go out and get a big, chunky brick. The second assignment 
was to throw that brick through the front of their television 
set! Of course, no student ever did this, but the point is that 
you would be better off reading books, talking to friends and 
family, and more dfrectly experiencing life, than playing 
couch-potato, or soaking up x-rays and propaganda in front 
of the tube. 

H) Com;puters: Regarding computers, these are often 
worse than television sets, in that a worker sits quite close, 
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and spends a lot" more time in front of them. Like a TV set, 
they often employ the same CRT technology, and produce 
ELF, radiofrequencies, soft x-rays, and pulsed magnetic 
fields, and have been linked to fetal deformities and mis
carriages. If you use a computer a lot, it is best to get one that 
does not use a CRT for display of the information. There are 
newer systems, mostly on the laptop portable microcomput
ers, that use liquid crystal technology. These do not foster 
the eye-irritation and headaches often associated with the 
CRT. Plasma screens are another technological alternative 
to the CRT, but they use more energy to operate than liquid 
crystal displays, and may therefore generate biologically 
disturbing radiations. Aside from the computer screen, the 
internal circuitry of the computer will also produce electro
magnetic disturbances and oranur. For thjs reason, it is best 
to use the portable computers that run off rechargeable batter
ies and DC current. This kind of computer does not have a 
connection to the 60 cycle AC power outlet, nor does it have 
an internal AC transformer, both of which create signifi
cant ELF electromagnetism. Coupled with a liquid crystal 
display, they are probably the safest computers on the mar
ket, and additionally require a minimum amount of electri
cal energy to operate. If you use a CRT computer, consider to 
purchase a gaussmeter (available from Natural Energy 
Works) and evaluate' the strength of the energy disturbance 
you are being exposed to. Anything more than 1 milligauss 
or 1 kilovolt/meter, in my view, is too much for a chronic 
long-term exposure, especially for pregnant women. There 
are all kinds of "protective devices" on the market for sup
posedly neutralizing CRT radiations, but if they do not re
duce the measurable field, they probably do not offer any pro
tection. Regardless, you should never use any kind of com
puter or television in or near an orgone accumulator. 

I) Electric Blankets and Space Heaters: Regarding 
electric blankets, these have also been linked with increased 
miscarriages and spontaneous abortions among pregnant 
women. Even when off and only plugged into the wall sock
et, they emit a powerful ELF electrical field that can have a 
toxic influence. It is advised that you get rid of them, and go 
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back to the wool blanket, down comforter, or heavy quilt. 
Electric blankets should never, never be used with an orgone 
blanket, or in an accumulator. By inference, this caution re
garding electric blankets should be extended to cover porta
ble electrical resistance space heaters. 

J) Radfo or TY Broadcastine" Towers. and Power Line 
Emjssjons: Regarding radio or TY broadcast towers, and 
large overhead electrical transmission power lines, the en
vironmental hazards are only now being documented. Do 
not be surprised if the local power company, or even environ
mental groups, have little information on these subjects. Ed
ucate yourself about the dangers, and make an assessment 
based upon your proximity, and what you have learned. Ac
cording to my own study of the problem, 5 miles is a safe 
distance for both the larger, cross-country, very high voltage 
power lines, and for broadcast or telecommunication towers. 
However, in some special cases, very large electromagnetic 
broadcasting systems, as used by the military for global 
communications, may send a significant quantity of radia
tion through your area. In these cases, an independent as
sessment would have to be made. 

K) Microwave Emissions from Radar and Telephone 
Towers: A major controversy is brewing about the biologi
cal effects of microwave radiation, which is finding in
creasing applications. In addition to use in household ovens, 
microwave frequencies are used for industrial drying and 
materials processing, and for weather, airport, and police 
radar systems. They are used for long distance and cellu
lar telephone communications. Automatic door openers and 
motion detectors also use infrared frequencies bordering on 
the microwave portion of the spectrum. Accumulators should 
never be sited close to these appliances or facilities. 

L) Smoke Detectors: Regarding smoke detectors, most 
of the cheaper ones use a bit of toxic radioactive waste as a 
source of ionization, as part of the operating mechanism. 
While they do function well for smoke detection, they should 
not be used in rooms with accumulators, nor where people 
are living or sleeping. The radioactive irritation constantly 
produces oranur, and can rapidly agitate the energy within 
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a room or small apartment. As an alternative, there are sev
eral very good smoke detectors that use the photovoltaic prin
ciple as an alternative to ionization and radioactive waste. 
Photovoltaic smoke detectors meet or exceed all legal re
quirements and fire safety codes. 

M) Nuclear Facilities: If you live in an area close to a 
nuclear power plant or waste storage facility, you should 
make a serious assessment of the danger to yourself and 
family. Get information on these facilities from local envi
ronmental groups. Usually, there are one or more of such 
groups trying to clean up or shut down nuclear facilities at 
any given location. These citizen's groups are the best in
formed regarding the health hazards of any given nuclear 
facility. Regardless, it is reasonable advise not to live or 
work in an area closer than 30, preferably 50 miles of such a 
facility. Accumulators should never be used close to nuclear 
facilities. 

N) Sjrople Radiation Detection Instruments: Most of the 
instruments for detecting electromagnetic fields or ionizing 
nuclear· radiation are quite expensive, and many of the 
cheaper instruments are not suitable for detecting low level 
radiation, as you would usually encounter in your home or 
neighborhood. For a very rough and quick determination, 
however, you can use a few of the following simple and inex
pensive devices. Once you have approximated your exposure 
from these facilities and devices, and can precisely locate 
them, you might be able to get the local Health Department to 
make more quantitative measurements for you, to help you 
assess the exact nature of your exposure. 

Microwaves: One way to assess stronger microwave 
emissions in your area is to get a microwave oven meter, 
and an automobile police radar detector. The meters on these 
devices often have a green "safe" area, and a red "unsafe" 
area. In fact, if your cheap microwave oven meter registers 
even a little bit, or if the radar detector "chirps" when used 
inside your home, you are likely getting an unsafe micro
wave exposure. If they register outdoors also, your location is 
obtaining a dosage of microwaves from some nearby source. 
The simple automobile radar detectors operate on micro-

68 



The Orgone Accumulator Handbook 

wave frequencies common to airport radars, automatic in
frared door opening systems, and microwave telecommuni
cations, which you will readily observe by driving around 
town with one. Using these simple detectors, you might be 
able to track down and locate local sources of emission in 
your neighborhood. Of course, you would not be able to make 
any real quantitative determination of risk by using these 
cheap and simple detectors. The dosages common for acti
vating these detectors are significant, however, and should 
not be trivialized. At one apartment where I used to live, my 
police radar detector would start chirping whenever I parked 
my car facing a certain direction. The detector gave an in
dication similar to being only a hundred yards or so from 
an operating police radar. The activity was stronger higher 
up than at street level, and I later discovered that my apart
ment building was constructed along the path of a micro
wave telecommunications beam, that was being transmitted 
from one tower to another. The towers were at a relatively 
great distance from me, but the beam between them passed 
right overhead! The people on the upper floors were receiving 
a significant dose of microwaves in their apartments; and 
the oranur agitation in those upper floors was quite apparent. 
At other times, I have driven through entire towns or coun
ties close to military facilities and airports, during which 
time the radar detector was constantly chirping away. No 
police radar was in use, and local people were being con
stantly bathed in the microwave energy coming from those 
facilities. 

Electrical Fields: The electrical component of low fre
quency electromagnetic fields can be detected by using a 
cheap AM transistor radio, set to above 1600 KCS on the dial. 
With this setting, it will not pick up any radio broadcasts, but 
only background static. In fact, you can turn it up to full vol
ume, and only hear a slight hissing sound. However, if you 
then hold it close to an electrical power outlet, power cord, 
electrical dim switch, telephone line or jack, computer, tele
vision set, or fluorescent light, you will find that the electri
cal disturbance will dramatically increase the level of in
terference and static in the radio. Your portable radio has 
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thereby become sensitive to strong electrical fields in the low 
frequency range, and will give a clear audio signal when so 
exposed. By walking around your house and holding the ra
dio close to devices, or even portions of your walls that you 
may suspect are giving off these toxic fields, you can locate 
safe and unsafe areas of your home. Use the cheapest possi
ble radio, with a plastic case and no external antenna, 
available from Radio Shack and similar stores for under 
$10. 

Magnetic Fields: The magnetic component of the elec
tromagnetic field is likewise potentially toxic, and can be 
detected with a cheap magnetic acoustic coupler and amplifi
er. Radio Shack sells such a "telephone amplifier" (again, 
under $10) for attaching to your telephone. When not at
tached to a telephone and set to a high volume, the coupler is 
sensitive to stray magnetic fields from a variety of house
hold sources. Static hiss will increase as the coupler is 
brought close to a magnetic field, and the amplifier will give 
an audio indication. Use this in the same manner as the 
transistor radio, discussed above, to map out toxic fields in 
your home. Do not locate an accumulator, or your bed, or 
your child's bed, near to any of these toxic energy sources. 

Nuclear or Atomic Radiation: There are no cheap or 
simple methods known for detection of low level atomic 
(ionizing) radiation. "Most Geiger counters are incapable of 
monitoring the weaker amounts of low level radiation that 
comes from computer CRTs or TV sets. Likewise, radiation 
from nuclear facilities is generally rendered dilute, but still 
dangerous, by mixing it with large volumes of air and wa
ter. Sophisticated methods for long term monitoring, or con
centration of air and water samples, are required for proper 
measurement. Holding a simple Geiger counter in front of a 
TV set or computer screen, or holding one in the air near a 
nuclear plant, will rarely detect anything, and is generally 
a meaningless procedure. Likewise, the cheaper pocket do
simeters are generally made to detect fairly high levels of 
radiation, and will not register low level effects. Even so, I 
have seen physics professors hold a Geiger counter tube, 
made for detection of intense gamma radiation, in front of a 
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TV set, declaring it to be "completely safe". This, of course, 
is nonsense. 

0) Environmental Action: FTom the above, it is clear 
that you can do a lot to eliminate toxic energetic disturbances 
inside your house. Dealing with such problems outside your 
home, in the local neighborhood, is a matter that requires 
concerted social action, and devotion of some of your time to 
working collectively with like-minded people. A lot of self 
education, and education of others, may be required to get 
even small problems resolved. Still, it is a myth to think that 
you cannot fight City Hall, or effectively take on a local in
dustry or utility. Take the responsibility, and grab the bull 
by the horns. One thing is sure, the problem with radioactive 
and electromagnetic pollution, and the consequent dor and 
oranur associated with them, will only get worse in the fore
seeable future. To get started, join a few national environ
mental groups, and begin networking with concerned people 
in your own area. Your local library should have a list of lo
cal and national environmental groups. 
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10. Draw Buckets, Bion Waters, 
and Bion Packs 

Whenever we take a long soaking tub bath, or relax our
selves with a foot bath, we in part gain that feeling of relaxa
tion because of the energy absorbing capacity of the water it 
self. Reich observed that water had a strong mutual affinity 
and attraction for the orgone energy. When we soak our 
body in a warm bath, our internal orgonotic charge, and bio
energetic tension, is reduced, and we relax. The effect may 
partly be explained by thermal warming of our bodies, but 
other considerations are clearly at work. By soaking in a 
tub of water, the energetic potential of the body will be re
duced, while the energetic potential of the water will in
crease. We literally lose energy into the water, and relax, 
somewhat like a balloon that has lost a bit of air. 

The energetic absorbing or drawing effect of water can 
be changed in character, into a combined drawing and 
energizing effect, through use of dissolved crystals, such as 
epsom salts, which increase the energy potential of the water, 
thereby making it a more powerful attractor and mobilizer 
of our own biological energy. A similar energizing and 
drawing effect can be brought about by soaking in a tub of 
water which contains 1 pound each of sea salt and baking 
soda. Salt and soda baths, lasting around 20 minutes, can be 
used to reduce tension and overcharge, or to drain off a toxic 
charge of energy. 

The mineral baths at various natural springs where the 
water has observed healing properties appears to be based 
upon similar principles. Many resorts and health spas are 
built at locations where hot springs, or other waters or earth 
materials (muds, clays, ash) of an unusual nature exist. It 
is common for people to soak in these mineral waters, or in 
special mud or ash baths, after which they feel greatly re
laxed, uncommonly energized, or even healed of chronic 
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ailments. Medical symptoms may be relieved, temporarily 
at least, by partaking of these soaking baths. This tradition 
of the healing waters is more popular in Europe, given the 
hostility in the USA to noninvasive, natural kinds of treat
ment. The threat of criminal prosecution and jail often pre
vents clinics and health spas built on such mineral springs 
from openly competing with the hospitals. 

Reich's work provides a basic explanation for these ef
fects of natural waters and earth baths. Reich discovered the 
orgone energy, or life energy, during experiments which 
demonstrated that microscopic, energy-radiating vesicles 
could be derived from the disintegration of various organic 
and inorganic materials. Clay, soil, ground rock, beach 
sand, and iron filings were among the inorganic materials 
that, when allowed to disintegrate and swell in water or ste
rile nutrient broth solutions, would form the small radiating 
vesicles, which he later called bions. Certain sands from 
Scandinavian beaches were found to form bions of an excep
tionally strong, bluish, radiating character. The blue bions 
from these preparations developed energy fields that could 
irradiate people and objects, and for a period, Reich experi
mentally used the energetic bion solutions for the treatment 
of various disease symptoms. Bion solutions were injected 
into experimental animals, where they had an immobiliz
ing influence upon pathogenic bacteria and cancer cells. 
Later, poultices made from bions, or special bion packs, were 
made by which the energy directly liberated from the disin
tegrating substance could be used to irradiate the body. After 
the discovery of the orgone energy accumulator, which de
veloped its charge directly from the atmosphere, Reich 
ceased experimental development of bion packs for such pur
poses. In later years, however, with the energetic and chemi
cal poisoning of the atmosphere, and the consequent problem 
of contamination of the accumulator, interest in bion packs 
has been rekindled. 

The following simple recipe for the bion pack was devel
oped from a variety of sources. A bion pack can be made 
from clean beach sand or other earthen or clay materials 
known to have healing properties. A large handful of the 
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earthen material is wrapped in a thick sock, or other heavy 
fabric container, like a sausage, about one foot in length and 
112 foot in width. It should be tied or sewn shut so that the ma
terial cannot spill out. The bion pack is subsequently satur- · 
ated and boiled in water, or in a pressure cooker, for about 15 
minutes. After this, it is wrapped in wax paper or plastic and 
allowed to freeze solid, in the freezer. For the first use of the 
bion pack, the boiling and freezing process should be alter
nated several times. It should not be cooked in a microwave 
oven. The bion pack is used after one of the boilings, being 
allow to' cool, with excess water drained off. The pack is then 
applied to the body, with additional cloth insulation in case it 
is too hot. As the beach sand disintegrates from the cooking 
and freezing, radiating microscopic blue bions will form. 
The radiation from such a bion pack should continue even 
after the pack has cooled off, and it can be rejuvenated after 
drying out by repeating the boiling. Orgone radiation can be 
obtained from this natural Source, even in very dorish, pol
luted atmospheres, when use of an orgone blanket or accu
mulator would be disadvised. The effect was discovered by 
Reich early in his research, and both the existence and be
havior of the bions has been confirmed by other scientists. 

Before the modern era of drugs, health professionals 
used special kinds of warming, radiant clay or sand packs, 
or plasters, which were used to relieve aches and pains, or 
for healing wounds or infections. Many of these poultices or 
plasters were learned from native healers, who knew which 
muds or plants gave the best effects. The author does not 
know if these kinds of packs or poultices are still commer
cially available. There are many plastic or rubber 
"plasters" and "warmth packs" available from drug stores, 
but these are based solely upon thermal phenomena. Howev
er, the various health spas and mineral spring resorts, 
where people soak in special muds, clays, or ash baths, are 
using the principles of life energy radiation, liberated from 
those natural Earth substances through the principles of bi
onous disintegration. The people running such spas would 
know where to find the best materials for your bion pack. A 
similar bionous process may also be at work regarding the 
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use of rock dust fertilizers, for reinvigoration of dying fo
rests, and in the "mud facials" or "clay masques" applied to 
refresh the face, and tighten the sagging skin. 

Another way to clean up the energetic atmosphere within 
a home or apartment is the use of draw tubes or draw buckets. 
Like the accumulator, these devices are very simple, passive 
instruments that function by virtue of basic energetic princi
ples. Draw tubes are hollow metal tubes, made from 3/4" or 
l" galvanized steel electrical conduit pipe, cut to around 2' 
lengths. The draw bucket is simply a plastic or metal pail, 
placed on a drain board, into which water is allowed to slow
ly circulate and overflow. The draw tubes are halfway in
serted into the draw bucket, and are allowed to point off into 
various parts of the room or apartment which needs energet
ic cleansing. 

As the water slowly circulates in the bucket, toxic forms 
of orgone energy are drained out of the room, and possibly 
from adjacent rooms as well. Dor tends to be exceptionally 
water-hungry, and will be removed from the room, assum
ing that additional quantities are not being created. Oranur 
will also be lessened, as the draw tubes and bucket gradually 
lower the energy level in the room, reducing agitation and 
overcharge. After the draw system has been in place and op
erating for awhile, you can hold your hand in front of the 
tubes and sometimes feel a slight tingling or "cool breeze" 
phenomenon. It is recommended that the tubes be positioned 
away from where people are resting or sleeping; they should 
likewise not be pointed to any part of the body longer than a 
few seconds. They can be set up for constant use in an office 
or working environment, to reduce oranur overcharge and 
agitation. On several occasions, I have seen such a system 
in use to lessen oranur in rooms with operating computer 
systems. In these cases, where a sink or drain is not near the 
areas to be treated, several lengths of hollow, flexible steel 
greenfield or BX cable can be used to extend the drawing ef
fect from a sink or bathtub full of water into adjacent rooms. 
Point the open ends of the greenfield cable to the areas you 
want to clean. This kind of cable is used for electrical wir
ing, and can be purchased at most large hardware or electri-
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cal supply stores. Do not use aluminum greenfield cable, 
and do not run any wires inside it. 

It is essential that the grounding water be clean, unpol
luted, and circulating or moving. It must be constantly re
freshed, even if only by a trickle of fresh water. A bucket, 
sink, or bathtub can be used. The tubes should be made of 
galvanized steel or stainless steel, though the former is 
cheaper and easier to cut. Silver is also very good, but quite 
expensive. The tubes must be hollow, without dust or dirt on 
the interior. One end of each tube must be completely im
mersed into the water, and a number of tubes should be used. 
They may have a plastic coating on the outside. 

The principles of the draw tube and bucket are based 
upon Reich's findings that water has the capacity to strongly 
attract and absorb orgone energy, and that hollow metal 
tubes has the capacity to focus or extend the drawing 
influence of the water some distance outward. At one point 
in his research, Reich developed a device called the medical 
dor-buster, which was used experimentally on patients, to re
move overcharge and dor from the body. Larger devices 
called cloudbusters, based upon this same principle, were 
later used to remove accumulations of dor and oranur from 
the atmosphere, to restore atmospheric sparkle and rainfall 
during oppressive, draughty conditions. Both of these devic
es pose considerable hazards and health risks for people who 
would experiment with them, and consequently they not dis
cussed here. However, a good deal of research has gone into 
studying these devices. The author, for example, has en
gaged in research with the cloudbuster for more than a dec
ade, and has used the apparatus to terminate a number of se
vere droughts; other experiments have demonstrated a clear 
ability to increase clouds and rain in deserts. The cloud
buster constitute as great of a breakthrough in the environ
mental sciences as does the accumulator for the health sci
ences. Space does not permit a discussion here of this re
markable technology, but the interested reader can obtain 
more information by contacting the author through the Or
gone Biophysical Research Laboratory, listed in the Infor
mation section. 
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When draw tubes and buckets are allowed to work in a 
room for several hours or days, the room gains a softer feel
ing and sweeter smelling condition; stuffy or oppressive 
conditions generally vanish. The metal tubes amplify the 
natural drawing effects of the water, grounding out stale 
and toxic forms of the orgone energy, changing it from a 
life-negative to life-positive character. 
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11. Physiological and Biomedical 
Effects of the Accumulator 

It will be useful to review the biological effects of the or
gone accumulator, as given by various people who have actu
ally worked with it, and know just what it can and cannot 
do. However, this chapter should not be considered as a de
finitive or comprehensive overview of Reich's findings on 
cancer, the biopathies, or even the biological effects of the ac
cumulator. It is not, and only constitutes a bare-bones sum
mary, to let the reader know what kinds of things to look for 
if the accumulator is ever used in a health-related context. A 
complete bibliography for the materials summarized below 
appears in the reference section. 

The actual discovery of the orgone energy and accumu
lator was first announced by Reich in the 1942 issue (Volume 
1) of the International Journal of Sex-Economy and Orgone 
Research, in a section on "The Construction of a Radiating 
Enclosure". That journal focused also upon the emotional 
aspects of the cancer biopathy, the relationship of cancer to 
emotional resignation, sexual starvation, and chronic ener
gy depletion. Reich also published his findings on the spon
taneous organization of cancer cells from the patient's own 
bionously disintegrating tissues. Additional information 
was later published in the Cancer Biopathy, the Orgone En
ergy Bulletin, and the Orgonomic Diagnosis of Cancer Biop
athy. Reich's findings on cancer were confirmed by others, 
who likewise published in his journals. But he never saw the 
accumulator as a simple "cure" for cancer, and explicitly 
said so on a number of occasions. However, he did lay claim 
to the following discoveries: 
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1) Cancer is a systemic disorder, and not just a tumor. 
2) The cancer biopathy starts in early life, with a major 

component related to early childhood trauma, and 
the consequent respiratory block and suppression of 
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emotions; later in adolescence, and in adulthood, the 
individual has great difficulty establishing a love 
life, and eventually resigns from sexual pleasure, 
and from joy or meaning in life. 

3) The cancer patient possesses significant bioenergetic 
neuromuscular contraction and tension (armoring) 
that restricts circulation and oxygenation in certain 
body areas, notably the sexual organs. 

4) The cancer patient suffers from a chronic loss, and 
gradual depletion of bioenergetic charge of body tis
sues. 

5) Shortly before onset of tumor development, the indi
vidual experiences a powerful emotiohal blow, such 
as loss of a special loved one, which reinforces their 
emotional resignation. 

6) The cancer cell originates from bionous processes, 
arising from the disintegration of the patients own 
energetically weakened tissues. 

7) A specific t-bacilli is found in copious quantities in 
the tissues and blood of cancer patients; t-bacilli are 
culturable, and when inoculated into mice will cause 
tumors to form. 

8) Use of the accumulator could not by itself reverse the 
deeper biopathic nature of the cancer disease; in a 
limited way, however, it could stimulate the bioener
gy system to expand, recharge the tissues, and even 
disintegrate tumors. 

While this last point may sound like a cure for cancer, 
Reich was cautious about this, though clearly optimistic. Of 
the case histories given in his writings, he emphasized the 
failures over the successes. He was constantly making 
careful evaluations of the patient's blood, and also developed 
a new bioenergetic blood test, that allowed even precancerous 
tendencies to be identified. He also observed that the gentle 
vagotonic, parasympathetic excitation the accumulator pro
vided would often deepen the respiration of the patient, and 
help to bring long-buried feeling to the surface. Reich also 

79 



James DeMeo 

worked with his patients characterologically, to overcome 
the emotional and respiratory blocking and sexual stasis 
associated with the cancer. The highly-charged blood would 
distribute new life energy from the accumulator throughout 
the body, into every organ and tissue, as patterns of emotion
al holding were likewise being relaxed, and the respiration 
deepened. 

It was clear that the accumulator could recharge the or
ganism, and even in a limited way help to overcome many 
secondary complications of the disorder. People would often 
regain lost organ functions and an increase in energy, for a 
few years, or sometimes in association with a complete re
mission of symptoms. But often, at least in the published ac
counts, a relapse would occur. In some cases, it was apparent 
that as the patient's tumors began to disintegrate, they would 
become debilitated by the toxic break-down products of the tu
mor, and die of secondary complications, such as kidney or 
liver failure. This was a particular problem when tumors 
deep inside the body were being broken down, and easy dis
charge of toxic tumor debris was not possible. 

In some cases when the patient's bioenergy level was be
ing recharged by the accumulator, they began to feel a well
ing-up of buried feelings, which they often did not want to 
deal with. In some cases, as they began to recover, they de
veloped pains in the genital area or thighs, related to their 
sexual stasis. Reich found that almost all of his cancer pa
tients had not had sexual intercourse for years, were trapped 
in a loveless, compulsive marriage, or were deeply relig
ious. In such cases, overcoming the obstacle of sexual stasis 
and blocked emotion, and restoring their desire to live, was 
the key to a remission. In a few cases, as these emotional 
problems surfaced, his patients would discontinue further 
treatment with the accumulator, even though significant tu
mor reduction and restoration of body function had oc
curred. 

For these reasons, and also to emphasize his interest in 
cancer prevention, Reich focused upon the central role of 
emotional and sexual resignation in the life histories of 
cancer patients. Where this resignation from life and feel-
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ing could be overcome, Reich observed that the prognosis was 
better than where the resignation was left untouched. This 
factor appears to explain the common observation that can
cer patients who become emotionally mobilized, who learn to 
express their sadness, rage, and terror, and who regain a de
sire to live, will have a better prognosis. 

Given Reich's findings on the emotional component of 
cancer, the following question has to be asked: What effect 
upon emotional and sexual resignation occurs when radical 
cancer surgery deforms or incapacitates the sexual organs, 
or other body areas? Or similarly, what happens emotional
ly when the body is so badly assaulted by caustic chemicals 
and radiation, such that visible, frightening deformity oc
curs, and normal body functions, such as eating, defecation, 
or sexual arousal, are no longer possible? Such horrific 
treatments of degenerative illness surely can only increase 
emotional resignation and sexual stasis. Having done so, 
they cannot help but to also increase the rate of degeneration, 
and likewise increase the rate of relapse and metastases. In 
this context, it is no wonder that the mutilating surgeries 
and toxic chemical treatments advocated by cancer special
ists today do not have any greater benefit to patients than the 
treatments of 30 or even 50 years ago! 

Of course, the better known unorthodox treatments, 
which are banned in the USA (but not in Europe, Canada, or 
Mexico) can do much better than this. They commonly offer 
the patient natural foods and herbal remedies that energize 
and detoxify, in a manner similar to the bionous baths and 
bion packs discussed above. Reich, unfortunately, had his 
hands full with the discovery of the life energy, and other 
matters, and spent little time focused upon methods for de
toxification. In The Cancer Biopathy, be did demonstrate, 
with use of a special fluorophotometer, that honey had about 
eight times the orgone charge of refined sugar, and also that 
unpasteurized milk carried twice the charge of pasteurized 
milk. The implication here is that natural foods are highly 
charged with life energy, as compared with synthetic, devi
talized, and refined food products. The treatments developed 
by Gerson, Hoxey, Livingstone, and others, appear to have 
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independently discovered these kinds of nutritional differ
ences through empirical means, and are clearly more ad
vanced than Reich on the effects of diet and detoxification. 
(A list of clinics and research centers that specialize in these 
alternative treatments is given in the "Information" sec
tion.) These practitioners likewise employ special herbal or 
nutritional treatments that appear to have a significant bio
energetic component. 

Without detracting anything from these alternative 
treatment methods, Reich's findings do more clearly pro
vide a scientific basis for the origins of the cancer biopathy 
and cancer cell. His discussions on the emotional roots of 
cancer have been independently confirmed, and should as
sist in providing effective emotional invigoration of cancer 
patients. Reich's findings are also compatible with the vari
ous theorems on the causation of cancer from inadequate nu
trition or environmental toxins, through the question of en
ergy level. The measurable energy level of an individual 
appears functionally identical to the classical concept of im
munity, or disease resistance, and is a key to understand
ing why one person gets sick, while another does not, under 
similar toxic environmental or dietary influences. Social 
and emotional factors, as well inherited factors, work a pow
erful influence upQn the energy level, or charge of the tis
sues. Likewise, the discovery of viral/bacterial pleomorph
ism {capability of microbes to change form: viruses into bac
teria, and vice versa), the independent observations of the t
bacilli, and the rediscovery of the bions by various biogene
sis researchers, all confirm Reich's positions on the bion
ous, self-generated nature of the cancer cell. The following 
fact cannot be emphasized enough: the causation, process of 
development, and reasonably effective, non-toxic therapies 
for cancer have existed for over 30 years. The obstacle has 
not been a failure of science, but of the corrupting influence 
of politics, and the abuse of the courts and police by the ortho
dox medical establishment. 

In spite of many difficulties, a lot of very clear and posi
tive evidence has been gathered on the effectiveness of the 
accumulator for treatment of a variety of symptoms and dis-
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orders. Very effective pain relief for, and subsequent rapid 
healing of severe burns bas been reported. Likewise, a great 
reduction in pain was reported when the accumulator ·was 
used by cancer patients with tumors, and by persons suffer
ing from arthritis. Besides Reich, other doctors associated 
with his research effort published case studies on the treat
ment of cancer with the accumulator. These published ac
counts demonstrated a significant and promising therapy 
for the disease. Complete remissions were rare, but people 
always experienced a reduction in pain and other symp
toms, with a lengthening oflife by at least several months to 
years beyond the conventional prognosis. Other medical 
problems were experimentally approached, such as diabetes, 
arthritis, tuberculosis, rheumatic fever, anemia, abscesses, 
ulcers, and ichthyosis. In these cases, benefits from orgone 
radiation and therapy were suggested. Reich also wrote 
about the promising application of the therapy to leukemia. 
Additional benefits in the form of an immunity to flu and 
colds, the elimination of skin problems, and general in
creased vigor and energy level were also discussed in the 
pages of his research journals. 

To my knowledge, no clinical studies on treatment of 
human disease with the accumulator have taken place in the 
USA since Reich's death in prison. Only animals studies 
have taken place, mainly the effects of the accumulator on 
cancer mice, and on wound healing in mice. These labora
tory trials with mice do confirm the wound-healing and 
anti-cancer effects of the accumulator. More recent human 
clinical trials from hospitals in Germany have taken place, 
and prescription of the accumulator is a standard procedure 
for some German doctors. Several of the German physicians 
I met told me that the somatic effects of the orgone energy ac
cumulator were more powerful in the treatment of cancer 
than any other form of conventional or natural therapy they 
had tried. They reported to me the following effects of the ac
cumulator on cancer patients: 

1. Pain was relieved, the appetite was stimulated, and the 
patients became more alert and active, often leaving the hos
pital bed, or the hospital itself, to resume activities that inter-
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ested them. 
2. The blood picture cleaned up, with red cells showing a 

stronger energetic charge, and fewer t-bacilli. 
3. Tumors ceased growing, and in some cases, declined 

dramatically in size. 
4. While patients often gave the outward appearance of a 

"cure", accumulator treatment alone could not touch the 
emotional aspect of the biopathy, which would continue to de
plete the patient in a manner that could not be compensated 
for. While the accumulator would usually extend the life of 
the patient by months or even years, the patient would gener
ally exp,erience a relapse at some point, with a sudden recur
rence of all symptoms, and a quick, less painful death. 

5. The German doctors also stated that many cancer pa
tients were presented to them that did not possess the charact
er traits of the fully-blown cancer biopathy, as described by 
Reich in the 1940s. In particular, many younger people and 
children came to them with tumors and a very poor blood pic
ture, and with evidence of a greatly depleted energy level; 
but they did not have the complete sexual stasis or emotional 
resignation typical of the disorder among older persons. 
They attributed this to the prior exposure of the patient to en
vironmental toxins and pollutants, and the increasingly de
vitalized nature of .common foods. These observations sug
gested that, under conditions of environmental and dietary 
stress, energetically weak individuals are prone to tissue 
disintegration and tumor formation, while energetically 
strong individuals are not. In such cases, accumulator 
treatment gave excellent results, with a much better progno
sis for long-term recovery. 

Other German scholars have evaluated the somatic ef
fects of the orgone accumulator. One double-blind, con
trolled study, published as a dissertation through the Univer
sity of Marburg, is titled the Psycho-Physiological Effects of 
the Reich Orgone Energy Accumulator. An extended ab
stract of that important study appears as an Appendix in this 
Handbook. Based upon these kinds of published findings, 
we may once again summarize the biological effects of a 
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strong orgone charge: 

A) General vagotonic, expansive effect on the entire 
system. 

B) Sensations of tingling and warmth at skin surface. 
C) Increased core and skin temperature, flushing. 
D) Moderation of blood pressure and pulse rate. 
E) Increased peristalsis, deeper respiration. 
F) Increased germination, budding, flowering and 

fruiting of plants. 
G) Increased rates of tissue growth and repair, as 

determined through animal studies and human 
clinical trials. 

H) Increased field strength, charge, integrity of tissues 
and immunity. 

I) Greater energy level, activity, and liveliness. 

Given these facts, it is not surprising that the accumula
tor might stimulate the recession of any symptom which is 
related to low energy charge in the blood or tissues, or to 
chronic overstimulation of the sympathetic nervous system. 
However, some medical problems are the result of chronic 
overcharge, and in those cases, use of an accumulator is dis
advised, or advised only with caution, as previously men
tioned. Again, Reich warned persons with a history of hy
pertension, decompensated heart diseases, brain tumors, ar
teriosclerosis, glaucoma, epilepsy, heavy obesity, apoplexia, 
skin inflammations or conjunctivitis not to use the accumu
lator, or to do so only with great caution and for shorter peri
ods, due to the dangers of overcharge in those cases. Not all 
people suffer from a lack of energy, or even from "low ener
gy". Quite often, people suffer more from a clamping down, 
or holding back of the emotional energy which they already 
have. In some cases, additional energy from an accumula
tor may simply give a person more energy to clamp down 
with. One should recognize this fact, and understand that 
regular accumulator use is not mandated for everyone, nor 
is it a panacea. 
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12. Personal Observations with 
the Orgone Accumulator 

In the early 1970s, I met a young woman who had treated 
her ovarian cyst with an accumulator. Her doctor had urged 
surgery, but she did not have insurance or much money, and 
decided instead to try the accumulator. The woman had used 
the accumulator, a three-ply unit big enough to sit in, for 
about 45 minutes a day for two or three weeks. Around the 
middle of the third week, she had a vaginal discharge of 
blackish blood, which was the disintegrating tumor dis
charging into the uterine cavity. The woman felt completely 
healthy throughout the entire process, except for some dis
comfort during the time of the discharge. Some time after 
this, she went back to the doctor, who could not find a trace of 
the tumor. When told of the form of treatment, the doctor was 
derisive and uninterested. 

Around this same time, I constructed a small but power
ful accumulator, at a time when I was living only 8 miles 
away from the two Turkey Point nuclear power stations, in 
South Florida. I had been advised not to build accumulators 
that close to a nuclear plant, and had read Reich's account 
about oranur. Still, I remember thinking to myself, "It's just 
a small accumulator, and can't do much harm". The accu
mulator was left in a garage, along with a number of large 
metal appliances and objects, such as a clothes washer and 
dryer, refrigerator and filing cabinets. Within a week after 
doing so, the entire garage became so highly charged that it 
was impossible to stay in it for long. The sensible agitation 
and overcharge, which was provoked and amplified by the 
nuclear power plants, began to spread into the house, and the 
entire area often felt as ifit were subtly resonating or vibrat
ing. I still recall quite distinctly this phenomenon, which 
was most apparent at night, when winds ceased, and city 
noise was quiet. Meanwhile, plants inside the house began to 
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die, and the white blood count of family members began to 
increase. A small Geiger counter began to yield erratic and 
racing counts for "background" radiation. In a bit of a pan
ic, I dismantled the small accumulator, and removed other 
metal from the garage. A small draw-bucket was placed 
there, and the disturbance gradually quieted down. Still, the 
nuclear power plants were a constant worry, and we moved 
out of the area. 

A few years later, I built another very powerful ten-ply 
accumulator, with shooter funnel, as described in the follow
ing chapters. One day when I was working outside, barefoot, 
I accidentally stepped on a hot soldering iron that had been 
carelessly left on the ground. My flesh was badly seared, 
and I was in a great deal of pain. However, the new accumu
lator and shooter were fortunately nearby, so I placed the 
burned foot into the shooter funnel. Within seconds the pain 
receded, and in a few minutes there was no pain at all! 
Without further discomfort, I could clean the severe burn, 
which had taken away all the layers of skin. The wound 
healed very rapidly after this, and I subsequently learned 
that pain relief from burns, and rapid healing of new skin, 
was one of the most powerful effects of the accumulator. 

After constructing an accumulator that was large 
enough to sit in, I was able to confirm a number of subjective 
and objective measures that were first observed by Reich. It 
did indeed make one feel more invigorated and warmer, 
with a flushed skin. I no longer contracted colds or flu like 
before. I have never been sick in any major way, and so 
have no major "healing" of myself to report. Eventually I 
ceased sitting in the accumulator on a regular basis, as I just 
did not feel the need for it. More often, I use the orgone ener
gy blanket. It is easier to store (on a hanger in an airy place) 
and can be retrieved for use very quickly. The most amaz
ing effect of the blanket, I found, was its ability to stop a head 
cold, or at least to prevent it from developing into a chest 
cold. Prior to discovering the accumulator and blanket, all 
my colds or flu would spread from head to throat to chest. 
Since using the blanket, I rarely contract a head cold, and 
when I do, it can be prevented from spreading by simply 
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resting with the blanket over my chest and throat. Over the 
years, I have also had a variety of small cuts and bruises, or 
toes cracked from smashing them into table legs (I still go 
barefoot a lot), all of which were treated with the shooter or 
blanket, with great pain relief and healing benefits. 

Only on one occasion did the accumulator fail to help me 
with a health problem. I was bitten on the leg by a poisonous 
brown recluse "fiddleback" spider, the toxin from which 
killed a piece of skin on my calf about 3 inches in diameter. 
I did not know about the dangers of that kind of spider, and 
only began treating the bite after the skin had turned purple 
and became numb. The wound was treated several times per 
day with the shooter, while sitting inside the large accumu
lator. These treatments did not restore feeling or normal co
lor, and the entire depth of killed skin eventually turned 
black and hard, falling out of my leg, leaving me with a 
gaping open wound for several weeks. A secondary blood in
fection was treated with antibiotics, and I was on crutches for 
weeks. The wound healed over, however, and the leg func
tions today without a problem. Only a small scar exists to 
mark the bite. A survey of medical literature on this kind of 
spider bite indicates that, short of questionable cortisone 
shots into the bite shortly after it occurs, there is no known 
remedy. 

On several occasions, friends of mine who knew about 
my accumulators would ask if they or their friends could use 
them. In once such case, a 19 year old female had a disc
shaped encapsulated benign tumor of the breast, measuring 
about 1" in diameter. The tumor first developed after she be
came pregnant out of wedlock several years before. Her par
ents had badly mistreated her for this, and called her all 
sorts of names. The pregnancy was terminated, but the emo
tional abuse she had gone through led to a powerful bioener
getic contraction, and to the development of the tumor. She 
understandably did not tell her parents about the tumor, and 
had avoided doctors, being afraid of losing her breast. She 
had been treating the tumor with a vegetarian diet for sever
al years, and it had not grown, nor gotten any smaller. After 
we discussed the matter, she began the orgone accumulator 
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treatment by sitting inside for around 45 minutes a day, with 
a large shooter funnel over the breast. After three treat
ments, the tumor began to break apart, and disintegrate into 
smaller pieces. She became anxious at this point, however, 
and was openly agitated and upset about the accumulator, re
fusing to sit in it any more. Upset feelings related to the 
treatment she had received during her past pregnancy began 
to surface. She was also a student of the biological sciences, 
and, while she had a feeling of desperation about her situa
tion, sh.e had maintained a jocular surface attitude, saying 
she would try the accumulator only to "humor" her con
cerned friends. The fact that the accumulator actually ap
peared to work, when nothing else had, was a an intellectual 
confusion, and it simply became too much for her. She never 
sought additional treatment with the accumulator, but 
friends informed me shortly thereafter that the tumor had 
almost completely vanished. Here, it is important to point 
out Reich's observations that, in spite of the emotional com
ponents of the underlying cancer biopathy (which clearly 
emerged in the above case), certain kinds of superficial tu
mors, such as breast or skin cancer , could be effectively 
treated with orgone energy. 

In another case, a 23 year old woman had been under 
conventional medical treatment for severe genital herpes 
for several years, but without any relief from the persisting 
genital lesions. She sat in the accumulator once, using a 
tube-type vaginal shooter wand. Within days of this, her le
sions began to dry up and heal, leaving her symptom-free 
for the first time in years. She remained free of symptoms 
for at least several years thereafter. 

I know of several cases where the orgone blanket was 
used for treatment, instead of a large accumulator. An eld
erly woman was given an orgone blanket to see if it would 
help her arthritis. She used it and found that it did provide 
relief from the discomfort and pain, and she regained a bit 
of movement in the affected areas. After this, she unfortu
nately used it with her electric blanket, after which all the 
arthritis symptoms intensified, back to their original condi
tion. With great disappointment, she refused to have any-
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thing more to do with the orgone blanket. 
In another case, a young woman treated her baby, which 

had a persisting slight fever and cold. She simply placed the 
child on top of the blanket in the crib, and left it there for 
around 15 or 20 minutes. When she returned, the child had a 
temperature of around 102·. She quickly removed the orgone 
blanket from the crib, and walked the child about for awhile. 
Its temperature soon dropped back to normal, but the cold 

symptoms also had vanished. Reich noted that orgone irra
diation will increase a fever somewhat, even in adults, 
speeding the process of healing. Small children being treat
ed for any kind of illness with a blanket or accumulator 
should obviously be watched closely. Also, no small child 
will feel comfortable being put inside a large accumulator 
all by themselves; but if mother will go with them, and make 
a game of it, they can sit on her lap, and this will be just as 
effective. 

In another case, an elderly man with fibrosis of the lung, 
related to a life-time of smoking and emotional holding in 
the chest, was predicted to die within a few weeks. He was on 
oxygen, and could not speak more than a few words at a time 
or walk very far, given his inability to get a good breath. He 
began to use an orgone blanket and large box-type accumu
lator. Within a few weeks, he was up and about, rowing his 
small fishing boat. "He reported that the only time he could 
get a good breath was when he was inside the accumulator, or 
when the blanket was on his chest. Many of his symptoms 
were relieved from the orgone therapy, and he remained ac
tive for many months thereafter. However, his condition 
worsened after he was put on an experimental medication by 
the doctors (prednazone). He died shortly thereafter. Again, 
no miracles were observed given his original terminal con
dition, but a good deal of comfort and relief, and an addi
tional 6 months of life. 

I once corresponded with a farmer who had a cow with a 
large gash in its side that had gotten badly infected and fes
tered, refusing to heal. The veterinarians had tried all sorts 
of different treatments, but nothing seemed to help, and the 
poor beast was on the decline. Having tried everything else, 
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the farmer made a four-ply orgone blanket, and secured it to 
the festering side of the cow with heavy duct tape. He left the 
blanket taped to the cow, not expecting to see any cure, and 
anticipated a sorry death for the animal. However, within a 
few days, the blanket had fallen off, revealing a large scab 
over the sore. He treated the cow a few more times with a new 
blanket, and says that today you can hardly find a scar on 
the lively beast. 

Another farmer I met was diagnosed as having a fast
spreading form of liver cancer. The doctor told him to get his 
affairs in order, as he would be dead in 6 months. The farm
er made an accumulator out of two steel oil drums, by remov
ing both the tops and bottoms of the oil drums, sand-blasting 
the insides down to bare metal, and welding the two cylin
ders together, top to bottom. He then wrapped layers of steel 
wool and fibreglass around and around the steel tube he had 
constructed. With this tube accumulator laying on its side, 
he would go inside it, and take a nap from time to time. "Dr. 
DeMeo", he told me, "I object to your caution about not 
staying inside the accumulator for more than 30 or 45 min
utes. I've stayed inside my accumulator for 7 hours at a 
stretch without problems, when I fell asleep inside it!" Well, 
I did not know what to make of this fellow, as when I met 
him, he was very weak and slow-moving. He seemed so low 
in energy that, in his case, the danger of overcharge did not 
exist. Still, he had lived for around a year beyond the termi
nal diagnosis of his doctor. About a year after my meeting 
with the man, I got a letter from him, saying he wanted to at
tend one of my workshops. When I finally met him again, I 
was absolutely amazed at his condition. He was about 40 
pounds heavier, his face was ruddy and tanned, and he was 
literally bursting with energy. Sometimes, however, he 
would appear quite red in the face, as if he would explode, 
and once he started talking, you could not get him to shut up. 
Characterologically, he had gone from a situation of under
charge to overcharge. I pointed out this danger to him, and he 
did reduce his accumulator treatments. Anyhow, the story 
does not end here. It seems that he went back to his doctor, 
who saw his changed condition and could not find a trace of 
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the liver cancer. The doctor got real mad at him, and ac
cused him of going to some big city hospital for a "wonder 
drug". He told his doctor about the accumulator, but the doctor 
didn't believe him. Since this was in a small town in the 
Midwest, the fact that the farmer had survived the death sen
tence of the town's most reputable doctor, and had even 
thrived in spite of that death sentence, was the cause of con
siderable interest and discussion. Presently, I've been told, 
there's a shortage of steel oil drums, fibreglass, and steel 
wool in that town, as the man's friends and neighbors are 
very busy building their own accumulators! 
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13. Some Simple and 
Not-So-Simple Experiments 

with the Orgone Accumulator 
After you construct one or more of the accumulator de

signs given in this Handbook, you can run a few simple ex
periments to confirm the effects for yourself. Make sure you 
monitor environmental conditions during the experiments, 
as per the factors listed above. Consult the various references 
given in this book for more information. 

A) Confinnation of Subjective Sensations: If you are the 
type of person who works with your hands, who is generally 
relaxed, with a deep, full respiration, then you will most 
likely be able to confirm the following effects. Place your 
open relaxed band inside the open end of an orgone accumu
lator, about an inch from the metal walls. You should feel a 
warm, penetrating radiant sensation, or a slight tingling 
sensation. The effect can also be confirmed by use of the fun
nel-type metal orgone shooter, which can move the orgone 
charge out of an attached accumulator in a directional man
ner, or the shooter wand, which is a pyrex glass test tube 
filled with steel wool, and charged up inside an accumula
tor. Holding these shooters close to your hand, upper lip, so
lar plexus, or other sensitive body area, will generally yield 
discernible sensations. Make sure you try this on clear, 
sunny days when the orgone charge at the Earth's surface is 
strong. On wet, rainy days, the effect will be minimal or ab
sent. People with a shallow respiration, who work more with 
their brains than their hands, or those who carry a greater 
amount of emotional tension, will require more time and ef
fort to confirm these sensations. One general rule of thumb: 
If you cannot feel the life-negative disturbances coming 
from TV sets, CRT displays on a computer, or fluorescent 
lights, it is not likely that you will be able to feel these subtle 
orgonotic effects. 
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B) Obseryations in Parkened Rooms: Many people re
member from childhood the ability to see various foggy 
shapes or "dancing dot" luminescent phenomena in dark
ened rooms. Reich proved that these subjective phenomena 
were real, and not imaginary, nor located only "in the eye". 
To reproduce these observations, you must be able to 'discern 
energetic phenomena from the debris or "floaters" in or on 
the surface of your eye. Reich identified a fog-like form of 
the energy, and a pointed or dot-like form, which was a more 
highly-excited expression. Reports from the 1700s to the mod
ern day have been made by sensitive people who could see ra
diant energy fields around living creatures and other ob
jects in darkness or semi-darkness. Energy fields around 
magnets, or weakly-charged electrical wires, have also 
been observed in darkrooms by sensitive people. These ef
fects are intensified by the presence of a strong orgone 
charge, as is the case when accumulators are present. Ener
getic phenomena inside accumulators is also directly ob
servable. For proper viewing, allow your eyes to adjust to the 
full darkness for 30 minutes or so. To provide a scientific 
basis to these observations, the reader is guided to Reich's 
original accounts in The Cancer Biopathy. 

C) Obseryatjons in the Daytime Sky: A dancing dot or 
orgone unit phenomenon is also observable in the daytime 
sky. This is best seen with a homogeneous background of 
solid cloud cover or solid blue sky. Trees often appear to be 
flaming this energy into the sky, or attracting it towards 
themselves, much in the manner of a Van Gogh painting. 
One must be relaxed when making these observations; one 
can also "soften" the eye focus, purposefully looking into the 
open space in between yourself and the distant infinity. Ob
serving the sky through an open, hollow metal, plastic, or 
cardboard tube helps to facilitate these observations. The 
phenomenon is most apparent against plastic window pan
els and' skylights, and especially when looking out of the 
plexiglass windows of a high flying jet aircraft. Remember 
that some of these phenomenon will be occurring within the 
eyeball, though most are not. Again, Reich's accounts of 
these subjective phenomena are most telling. 
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Observable luminating orgone units pulse and random
ly move through the sky, with lifetimes of about one second. 

D) Garden PJant Growth Enhancement Experiments: 
The life-positive effects of the accumulator may be observed 
in its charging up of seedlings, with subsequent increases in 
growth when they are planted. Take your garden seedlings 
and divide each type into two separate groups, labeled A and 
B. Place the seeds in group A inside an orgone accumulator 
for a day or two, up to a week, just before planting. Store the 
seeds in group B in a location away from the accumulator, 
but with similar temperature, moisture, and light condi
tions. You can keep the seeds in their plastic or paper pack
ages while this is done, but make sure that neither group is 
near a TV, fluorescent light, microwave oven, computer, or 
other oranur-producing device. After charging, plant the 
various seeds in a way that you can identify the two groups. 
Monitor and measure the growth in both groups, taking notes 
and photographs. Count or otherwise measure the yields 
from each group. The accumulator group should have a 
greater growth and higher yield. Controlled studies by or
ganic farmers, particularly those by Jutta Espanca of Portu
gal, have demonstrated very significant orgone charging 
effects. Espanca has found that garden seed charging works 
best if done for only a day, or even a few hours; but this must 
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be done only on a very crisp, clear, and sparkling day, when 
the orgone charge at the Earth's surface, and in the accumu
lator, is quite strong and lively. Otherwise, charging may 
have to take place for slightly longer periods. Also note that 
seeds can be overcharged; attempts at charging seeds for 30 
days or more often result in little difference between con
trols and charged seedlings, or even stunted growth. 

E) Or~one Char~n~ of Potted Plants: This can be done 
by charging up seeds prior to planting, as discussed above, or 
by charging up soil or water before using. One can also 
make a "wrap around" accumulator, using a metal can with 
the ends removed, and plastic and steel wool layers wrapped 
around the outside. Be sure that the final outside layer of 
plastic is fairly thick, and do not use aluminum materials. 
Leave the steel wool in a fluffy condition; don't compress it. 

F) Home Seed Sproutin~ Experiments: The life-positive 
effects of the accumulator may also be observed in the way it 
enhances seed sprouting. Build an accumulator to house 
your seed sprouting apparatus. Store one sprout container in 
a darkened area away from the orgone accumulator, and 
another inside the darkened orgone accumulator. Make 
sure the temperature, ventilation, and light exposure of the 
two groups is identical and, once again, keep both groups 
away from oranur-produeing devices. Measure the quantity 
of seeds going into each container, and make sure the quan
tity of water in each is about the same. Observe and record 
any subsequent differences in growth and taste. The accu
mulator group should have a greater growth and yield. 

G) Laboratozy Seed Soroutin~ Experiments: Obtain two 
small shallow glass dishes with a flat bottom, or two shallow 
glass laboratory culture dishes, about 4" diameter with a 1" 
lip. Into each dish place around 20 or 30 dry mung beans, to 
form a single layer of beans on the bottom of the dish. Add a 
measured quantity of water to each dish, which only halfway 
covers up the beans. The tops of the beans should remain ex
posed to the air, while the bottoms are wet. Place one dish of 
beans into a small but strong orgone accumulator, and the 
other dish into a control wood or cardboard enclosure of sim
ilar dimensions, but with no metals. Cover both the aecumu-
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lator and control enclosure with a layer of black plastic, to 
seal them against any intruding light. Place the enclosures 
in a well-ventilated area, of equal temperature, and out of 
the direct sunlight. The enclosures should be in nearly iden
tical environments with respect to light and temperature, but 
not placed closer to each other than about a meter. Again, no 
oranur-producing devices should be nearby. Each day, open 
the enclosures up and add as much water as is needed to keep 
the bean dishes wet to approximately the same height as orig
inally was necessary to cover the beans halfway. If one dish 
begins to grow more quickly it will require more water, and 
this should be provided on demand. After one of the dishes of 
sprouts has reached about 4" high, record your observations 
of germination rate, length or weight of sprouts, general ap
pearance, and other characteristics. Contrast the two groups. 
The accumulator group should have a greater growth and 
germination rate. 

15 Frequency Distribution of Mung Bean Sprout lengths 

r 
&: 5 

- %controls 
- %1+10ply 

Sprout Lengths 

Contrast of mung bean sprout lengths between a group 
sprouted inside an orgone accumulator, and a group sprout
ed inside a control enclosure. (from DeMeo, J.: "Seed 
Sprouting Inside the Orgone Accumulator", J. Orgonomy, 
12:253-258, 1978) 
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H) Passive Life Enere:;y Photowanhs: Orgone energy 
field photographs can be made in a manner similar to that 
used to make Kirlian electrophotos, except that no electricity 
is needed. The techniques given here were developed by 
Thelma Moss, who pioneered the techniques of energy field 
electrophotography. From Dr. Moss' descriptions, you will 
need either a darkroom and photo lab, or access to a camera 
shop which can develop individual sheets of photo print pa
per. First, obtain some light-sensitive color or black and 
white print paper, making sure you do not open the package 
except in complete darkness. Obtain also a separate, empty, 
light-tight film box in which you can run your experiments. 
While in the dark, remove a piece of film paper and place it 
on the bottom of the empty film box. On top of the sheet of film, 
place a flower bud, leaf, piece of fruit, sprouting seedling, 
magnet, or other energized, living, or once-living object. 
Close the box and wrap it completely inside an orgone ener
gy blanket, or place it inside a strong orgone accumulator. 
Make sure the film box is light-tight; cover it and the blanket 
with black plastic, or otherwise insure that no outside light 
will reach the film. Wait a day or two, or up to a week, and 
then develop the photo paper. You should see exposure pat
terns on the film that have radiated from the object you used 
in the experiment. Try different exposure times and film 
types; remember that on rainy days, the orgone charge is 
weaker and may take longer to expose the film. Make note of 
weather conditions during the trials. These photos should 
yield patterns similar to those seen on Kirlian electrophoto
graphs, except that here, no electrical field was introduced. 
These are 100% life energy photographs, orgone-enhanced 
and directly recorded on film. 

I) The Accumulator Temperature Differential Effect: 
Reich demonstrated that the warm glow felt inside the accu
mulator possessed an objective aspect which could be meas
ured with a sensitive thermometer. An air-tight orgone ac
cumulator will spontaneously warm up the air inside itself 
by a few tenths of a degree, up to several degrees. This tem
perature increase will make the accumulator interior 
slightly warmer than the surrounding air temperature, or 
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<thermoineters> 

~ celotex (soundboard) exterior 

fibreglass (control) or fibreglass and steel 
wool (accumulator) 

use a sheet metal lining only in accumu
lator 

The To-T Experiment: The orgone accumulator (right) 
and control (left) must be matched as closely as possible with 
respect to size, ventilation, and thermal dynamics for quan
titative orgone energy experiments. The interior and exteri
or of the control enclosure should be the same size and di
mensions as the accumulator, with identical lid dimen
sions. However, sheet metal and steel wool should not be 
used in the control enclosure. While metals are used in con
struction of the accumulator, they are strictly excluded from 
construction of the control. In the control, additional plastic 
or fibreglass layering is used in the place of steel wool. The 
thermal resistance and heat capacity must be as closely 
matched as possible. A similar set of environmental condi
tions must also be maintained for the two enclosures. 
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the air temperature inside a thermally-balanced control en
closure which does not use metals in its construction. This 
experiment, called the To-T (temperature in the orgone ac
cumulator minus temperature of the control) was considered 
by Reich to be a proof of the orgone energy, and a violation of 
the second law of thermodynamics. Albert Einstein once 
replicated the experiment and called it a "bomb in physics"; 
a fascinating booklet titled The Einstein Affair documents 
the correspondence between Reich and Einstein on the mat
ter. A definitive evaluation of the To-T experiment requires 
the construction of thermally balanced accumulator and 
control enclosures, careful monitoring of weather and envi
ronmental temperatures, sensitive thermometers capable of 
recording down to tenths of a degree, and prolonged syste
matic measurements. Those who wish to reproduce this ex
periment should consult the published reports given in the 
reference section for details. It is an area ripe for innovative 
investigation, and I strongly encourage the experimentalist 
to carefully seek out this effect. 

J) The Accumulator Electrostatic Effects: Obtain or 
build a simple aluminum or gold leaf static electroscope. If 
you do not know what this is, instructions can be found in a 
good library. Make sure that the electroscope is calibrated 
with degree markings, from 0 to 90, such that its degree of de
flection can be accurately measured. By running a plastic 
rod or comb through your dry hair, you can gather a signifi
cant static electrical charge and transfer it to the electro
scope. Using a stopwatch, or a watch with a second hand, de
termine how long it takes for the electroscope to slowly lose 
its charge into the air, through a predetermined deflection 
angle. For example, you want to know how long it will take 
for the electroscope to discharge from a 50 to a 30 degree an
gle. You therefore should charge the electroscope up to a de
flection angle greater than 50 degrees, waiting until it dis
charges to the 50 degree mark. Once this happens, you can 
count the number of elapsed seconds that pass until it reaches 
30 degrees. The time elapsed is the electroscopical discharge 
rate. On sunny days, the discharge rate will be quite slow, 
while on rainy days, the discharge rate will be very quick, 
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so quick that you might not even be able to measure it. If you 
time the electroscopical discharge rate inside an orgone ac
cumulator, you will find that it takes a longer time to dis
charge in the accumulator than in the open air. The differ
ence between the discharge rate inside the accumulator, and 
the discharge rate in the open air, is called the electroscopi
cal discharge rate differential. This differential will be 
large on clear, sunny days, and minimal or zero on rainy 
overcast days. On rare occasions, an electroscope that is 
only weakly charged, or even completely discharged, may-
if allowed to soak inside an orgone accumulator-
spontaneously charge itself up to a higher level. All of these 
effects will vanish on rainy, overcast days. For more de
tails, see the citations in the "Reference" section. 

K) The Accumulator Eyaporation Suppression Effect: 
This experiment requires a sensitive weighing scale that 
can measure to fractions of a gram. It also requires an accu
mulator and a thermally-balanced control enclosure of sim
ilar dimensions. For this control, do not use water-absorbent 
materials in the interior; instead, line the interior of the 
control with a non-metallic waterproofing material, such as 
plastic, enamel or varnish. Obtain and weigh two small, 
identically shaped and sized glass dishes of about 4" diame
ter and 1" high. Weight the dishes when empty, clean and 
dry. Next, add identical quantities of water to each vessel, 
filling them about halfway, and weigh again, calculating 
via subtraction the weight of water in each dish. Place one 
vessel of water inside the orgone accumulator, elevated on a 
small wood block, such that the bottom of the dish does not 
come into direct contact with the metal interior of the accu
mulator. The lid of the accumulator should be shut, but fixed 
open with a crack such that air may circulate. It should not 
be placed in a windy or sunlit area, however. Place the sec
ond vessel of water inside the control enclosure in a similar 
manner, on an identical wood block, and also prop its lid 
open. Place it in a location at least a meter away from the or
gone accumulator, but with similar light, temperature, and 
wind characteristics. You may wish to drape a piece of black 
plastic over both the accumulator and control, in order to 
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Water Evaporation Curve, EVo-EV: The curves identify 
the amount of water·evaporated each day from a one cubic 
foot, ten ply orgone accumulator, and a similar one ply ac
cumulator, minus the amount evaporated from a control en
closure. As the accumulator builds up its charge on clear, 
sunny days, it suppresses the evaporation of water inside it
self The control enclosure, however continues to evaporate 
moisture at a relatively high rate, up to several grams per 
day more than the accumulator. On wet, stormy days, the ef
fect vanishes as orgone charge is lost at the Earth's surface, 
being taken up into the stormclouds. Disturbances in the 
regularity of the curve may also occur, such as (above) when 
radioactive fallout arrived at the laboratory site causing the 
accumulator to go temporarily "dead". (from DeMeo, J.: 
"Water Evaporation Inside the Orgone Accumulator", J. 
Orgonomy, 14:171-175, 1980) 
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control for slight differences in light. Wait exactly 24 hours 
and remove the dishes of water, being careful not to spill 
any. Carefully weigh the dishes and compute the evaporative 
loss for the 24 hour period. Make this measurement once per 
day, preferably in the late evening, such that you can deter
mine the amount of water evaporated each day from each 
container. You should find that the control enclosure evapo
rates significantly more moisture on clear, sunny days, 
when the accumulator suppresses water evaporation. On 
rainy days, when the accumulator no longer builds up a 
charge, the evaporation in the accumulator and control will 
be nearly identical. Subtract the quantity of water evaporat
ed in the orgone accumulator from the quantity evaporated 
in the control for each 24 hour period. This quantity, called 
EVo-EV, will reveal the changing quantity of orgone energy 
charge in the local atmosphere, and in the accumulator. The 
evaporative values on any one day are less interesting than 
the dynamic manner in which the evaporation differential 
increases and decreases, according to the orgone energy 
charge at the Earth's surface. 
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14. Questions and Answers 

- Q: If the orgone energy really exists, why don't we hear 
about it from scientists working in the universities? 

A: Scientists working in the universities and research 
institutions have engaged in verifying research on the 
bions, orgone accumulator, and cloudbuster, and on the bioe
lectrical aspects of life, which Reich also pioneered. For ex
ample, ·or. James DeMeo, author of this Handbook, did re
search on the weather-related aspects of Reich's discoveries 
while he was a graduate student and Instructor at the Uni
versity of Kansas. He continued with that research while a 
member of the faculty at Illinois State University and the 
University of Miami. Miischenich and Gebauer, of the Uni
versity of Marburg in West Germany, recently completed a 
double-blind, controlled study on the physiological effects of 
the orgone accumulator on humans. Other scholars with a 
research or historical interest in the works of Wilhelm 
Reich have held positions at Harvard University, Temple 
University, the State University of New York, York Univer
sity, McGill University, and elsewhere. Other research sci
entists have repeatedly verified and confirmed Reich's 
findings. Workshops and courses devoted to his works are 
now held at a few colleges and universities in the USA Non
etheless, the history of science repeatedly shows that large 
institutions do not easily accommodate innovative research 
which may force radical changes in the major theories of 
science. 

- Q: Can an accumulator be used during wet or cloudy 
weather? 

A: Use of an accumulator during wet weather condi
tions will not be harmful, but it will be less effective, as the 
charge is significantly lower or absent at those times. It is 
best to use it during clear and sunny weather, when the at
mospheric orgone energy continuum is strong and expan-
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sive, and the charge at the Earth's surface is greater. 

- Q:. These accumulating devices are quite simple to con
struct. Aren't a lot of them accidentally constructed? 

A: A lot of "accumulators" are being constructed, with
out knowledge of the people involved. Every mobile home or 
house with a metal skin or side paneling will accumulate a 
charge, and a toxic one if aluminum is used. Oranur, and 
other toxic effects appear to readily occur in such houses, 
which are filled with all the modern orgone disturbing elec
tromagnetic appliances, such as TV sets, microwave ovens, 
fluorescent lights, and so forth. Epidemiological studies that 
would address these general observations have never been 
performed. 

- Q: I have an old styrofoam beverage cooler. Can I line 
it with aluminum foil and make an accumulator? 

A: You can try this, but don't expect any firm results un
less you comprehend and take into consideration virtually 
all of the procedures and warnings given in this Handbook. 
Styrofoam and aluminum are life-negative accumulating 
materials. If you run a biological experiment, you may 
wind up demonstrating only a life negative effect. For the 
scientist interested in orgone energy, these considerations 
are even more crucial and cannot be ignored. 

- Q: My accumulator gave very good charge the first 
months when it was in use, but now does not yield a good 
charge any more. Why is this? 

A: It is likely that the accumulator has been contami
nated with dor. Some researchers have noted this effect, 
where the accumulator goes temporarily "dead", and hence 
keep their accumulators outdoors, sheltered from rain, but in 
the fresh air, with the lids or doors open so that air can circu
late inside quite freely. You may be able to refresh a "dead" 
accumulator by wiping it inside and out with a damp cloth, 
every day for a week or so. Also, keep a bowl of water, or a 
draw bucket with draw tubes, inside it when it is not in use. 
Change the water in this bucket every day. Also, be certain 
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that the accumulator is not near any of the oranur-producing 
devices previously identified, and that your neighborhood is 
as oranur-free as possible. The accumulator can also be 
sun-charged, by allowing it to sit in the direct sunlight for a 
few days. These steps should eliminate any dorish tenden
cies, and "rekindle" the charge. 

- Q: I have heard that sitting inside an accumulator will 
make a person more sexually potent. Is this true? 

A: This is mostly a false rumor propagated by Reich's 
enemies, who wrote smear articles in the 1940s and 1950s 
that branded Reich a lunatic, the accumulator a "sex box", 
and put.false words into his mouth about the ability of the ac
cumulator to restore lost sexual potency. However, Reich 
never made such a claim; in fact, he continually stressed 
the emotional and psychological foundations of sexual dys
function, which could not be touched by treatment in an accu
mulator. 

- Q: Is the orgone energy accumulator legal? Can I get in 
trouble with the law for building or using one? 

A: There is no law against orgone energy, or the orgone 
energy accumulator. You may build, own, and use the blan
ket or accumulator in your own home, or elsewhere, as you 
choose. It can also be legally used for the self-treatment of 
any health-related condition, just as you can make very be
neficial soups, purchase vitamins, or take soaking baths, 
without asking a doctor or the police. Understand, however, 
that forces within the medical community, pharmaceutical 
industry, and government are hard at work to make it ille
gal for you to do these things. If you are concerned about pro
tecting your health freedoms, you should join forces with 
those social organizations that are working to preserve or 
extend those freedoms. The price of liberty is eternal vigi
lance! 
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15. Construction of a 2-Ply 
Orgone Energy Blanket 

The orgone energy blanket is the most simple to con
struct of all the orgone charging and accumulating devices. 
They can be made at any size, and can be easily transported. 
You can use small ones while resting, or place large ones 
under and over a person who is immobilized in a bed. Like a 
standard accumulator, orgone blankets are not meant to be 
used for any prolonged period, though one can rest or nap 
with one if there is a need. In my experience, people will, 
even when sleeping, push off an uncomfortable orgone blan
ket just as they would a regular blanket. The following steps 
tell how to make an orgone energy blanket with final di
mensions of 2' by 2'. 

A) Obtain enough 100% wool fabric, or acrylic felt, to 
make three 2' x 2' squares. Also obtain several pack
ages of very fine ("000" or "0000") steel wool pads . 

B) Lay a 2' x 2' piece of fabric on a flat surface. Cover the 
exposed top surface of this fabric with a layer of steel 
wool, from unwrapped steel wool pads. Spread the 
steel wool out, so that it is not too thick. You should be 
able to see parts of the underlying fabric here and 
there. 

C) On top of the steel wool, lay another 2' x 2' piece of fab
ric. 

D) Cover the exposed top surface of this second fabric 
piece with another layer of steel wool. 

E) Finish with another 2' x 2' piece of fabric, placed on 
top of the last steel wool layer. You now should have 
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Spread steel wool loosely on section of cloth. Trim 
edges as shown. 

Rolls of steel wool can be purchased from manufacturers, 
or common steel wool pads, of "000" or "0000" grade, can be 
obtained at most hardware or paint stores. 
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Particle masks should be worn during construction to 
avoid breathing fine steel dust. 
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A functional orgone accumulating blanket showing the 
alternating layers of steel wool and cloth. 
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Finish off your blanket with a trim to keep everything to.
gether. Several quilt-stitches should be added to keep the in
sides from shifting around. 
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three pieces of fabric, with two layers of steel wool 
sandwiched in between. 

F) Trim, stitch, and finish the borders, according to 
your own tastes and sewing skills. 

G) Keep and use the blanket in an environment similar 
to that advised for a regular accumulator, away from 
any TV sets, microwave ovens, fluorescent lights, or 
other electromagnetic or radioactive gadgets. Never 
use an orgone blanket with an electric blanket. It 
can be stored on a hangar in the open air, or even in
side a larger accumulator for greater charging. 

H) Do not ever wash or dry clean your orgone blanket, 
as the steel wool will rust! Spot clean only with a 
slightly damp sponge. 

I) Reich once made very heavy orgone blankets, com
posed of galvanized steel wire mesh, and alternating 
layers of wool and steel wool. While these work quite 
well, I find them to be uncomfortable and difficult to 
use. They do not appear to be any more effective than 
the simple design given here. 
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16. Construction of a 5-Ply 
Garden Seed Charger; The 
"Coffee Can" Accumulator 

One can make a simple garden seed charger from a 
cleaned food container can or coffee can, using additional 
steel wool and fabric materials. 

A) Empty a large coffee can or other steel or steel/tin 
food container (no aluminum!), clean it, remove all 
labels, and dry thoroughly. Make sure you save the 
cut-out metal lid, or make a replacement from anoth
er can, or from galvanized steel sheet metal. Use a 
can large enough to hold all the seeds you will be 
charging. 

B) Obtain several yards of good 100% wool, or acrylic 
felt fabric. You will need enough fabric to go around 
the can about 5 times, plus enough for 5 round top 
pieces, anq 5 similar bottom pieces. 
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C) Purchase several packages of very fine grade ("000" 
or "0000") steel wool. You will need enough un
wrapped steel wool to cover an area equal to that of the 
fabric. Again, unwrap the steel wool pads as you 
need them, and spread it out. 

D) Cut the fabric into a very long strip which is as wide 
as the can is tall. The length of this long strip should 
be about 6 times the circumference of the can. As you 
may not have a single strip of fabric this long. You 
can splice several pieces together. 

E) Lay the long fabric strip out flat, and spread a thin 
layer of steel wool on top of it. Lay the empty can on 
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one end of the steel woo1/fabric strip and roll the can 
up inside the strip. Stop when the strip has been 
wrapped around the can about five times or more. 
Add a final layer of fabric to the outside, and stitch or 
tape it in place so that it will not unravel. 

F) Measure the diameter across the top of the can, in
cluding the wrappings of fabric and steel wool. Cut 
out 10 circles of fabric material of this same diame
ter, 5 for the top, 5 for the bottom. 

G) Sandwich steel wool between the fabric circles such 
that you have 4 layers of steel wool between 5 layers of 
fabric. Make two of these fabric/steel wool sandwich
es, one of which will be used to cover the bottom of the 
can, and the other for the top. 

H) Take the metal disk cut from the top of the can and 
file smooth any jagged edges. Punch two small nail 
holes near the center, about 1/4" apart. Using a heavy 
upholstery or knitting needle, thread some heavy 
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twine, wire, or yarn through the center of one of the 
steel wool/fabric sandwiches, and bring the twine 
through the holes in the metal can lid. Secure the can 
lid to the center of the steel wool/fabric sandwich. 
The steel wool/fabric sandwich should be about 2" 
wider in diameter than the metal can lid. 

I) Using heavy thread, loosely stitch together the edges of 
the top steel wool/fabric sandwich (the one sewn to the 
metal can lid). Also loosely stitch the edges of the bot
tom steel wool/fabric sandwich together, and sew it to 
the bottom edge of the steel wool/fabric strip, wound 
around the can. Except for the top opening, the metal 
can should. now be encased in the steel wool/fabric 
material. 

J) Find a heavy pillowcase, laundry bag, or other larger 
cylindrical non-metallic container in which to keep 
the entire charger. Or, if you are good with a needle 
and thread, stitch together your own fabric cover for 
the charger. The main thing is that the outer layer of 
fabric, and any open ends of fabric showing pieces of 
steel wool, should not be subject to "knocking about" 
or moisture, such that it starts to fall apart or rust. 

K) Review the section on seed charging, in the "Simple 
Experiments" chapter for instructions and addition
al ideas on the use of your charger. Or, as an alter
native to constructing this accumulator, you could 
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store your seeds inside a large metal cookie tin 
which would then be wrapped up inside the multiple 
folds of a very large orgone blanket, or be stashed in
side one of the other, larger accumulators. Just real
ize that the greater the number of plys, and the great
er the absolute quantity of materials going into the 
construction of the accumulator "pile", the stronger 
will be the charge. At the author's laboratory, for 
instance, the small 5- ply coffee can charger is stored 
inside the 10-ply, one-cubic foot accumulator, which 
in turn is stored inside the 3-ply large accumulator. 
This is a total of 18 plys, and yields a charge which is 
readily sensible. 

117 



James DeMeo 

1 7. Construction of a 10-Ply 
Orgone Energy Accumulator 

A very powerful, one-cubic foot, 10-ply accumulator can 
be made following the instructions below. 

A) Cut six galvanized steel, 27 gauge sheet metal 
squares, measuring 1' x 1'. Use heavy tape, on the 
outer metal walls only, to construct a metal cube. 
Leave the top of the cube open, and do not tape it into 
place. The interior of the cube should remain bare 
metal, without any tape showing. 

B) Use very fine ("000" or "0000") steel wool, and heavy 
clear plastic acrylic carpet protector material for 
construction of the plys. The clear plastic carpet pro
tector is the same material used in model homes to 
protect carpets from wear, and is often sold on rolls 
~hardware and department stores. It is not cheap, 
but works very well. The clear plastic carpet runner 
should have rows of small tips on the side which nor
mally faces down on the carpet; these tips work very 
nicely for holding the steel wool in place. Celotex 
(soundboard) should be used for the final outer layer, 
with wood corner strips. The final outer celotex may 
additionally be coated with bees wax and/or shellac 
to increase charging. 

C) Ten alternating layers of plastic and steel wool 
roughly measure 2" in thickness. This being the 
case, you should construct the outer celotex casing in 
the shape of a cube, the interior dimensions of which 
will be 16" x 16" x 16". Cut six celotex panels with the 
following dimensions: 
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Celotex Panels: 

t.op: 17"x17" 
bottom: 17" x 17" 
2 sides: 17" x 16" 
2 sides: 16" x 16" 

D) Use small nails and glue to fasten five of the six celo
tex panels together, to make a cube shape. Again, as 
with the metal box, do not attach the top. Add extra 
glue to the edges of the assembled celotex box, and al
low it to dry before proceeding. 

E) Using a mitre box, cut wood corner strips for the out
side edges of the celotex box. Nail and glue these 
wood corner strips to the celotex box for added 
strength. 

F) Cut 20 square pieces of plastic carpet runner, 16'' x 
16". Put ten of these squares aside for later use. Lay 
the other ten squares one at a time inside the bottom of 
the celotex box, tips facing up. In between each plastic 
square place a layer of steel wool, taken from un
wrapped steel wool pads. When finished, the top of the 
last plastic square will face upward in the bottom of 
the celotex box, and it should also be covered with 
steel wool. 
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G) Place the galvanized steel sheet metal cube inside the 
celotex box, on top of the ten plys of plastic and steel 
wool. If you have constructed the celotex box correct
ly, the top of the metal cube should be about 2" below 
the top of the celotex box, and a space of about 2" 
should exist between the sides of the metal cube and 
the interior sides of the celotex box. 

H) Cut 20 pieces of plastic, 12" x 16", and 20 more pieces, 
12" x 12". These will be used to fill the side spaces be
tween the metal cube and the celotex. Layer each 
plastic piece with steel wool, and stack into bunches 
of ten layers each. Do this on a flat surface before at
tempting to place them into a vertical position, in be
tween the celotex and metal boxes. 

I) Place the two stacks of 16" x 12" plastic/steel wool be
tween the celotex and metal cube, on opposite sides of 
the metal cube. An outer layer of plastic should lay 
against the inner wall of the celotex box, while an 
inner layer of steel wool should rest against the out
side of the metal box. The upper edge of the plastic 
should be nearly flush with the upper edge of the met
al cube, both of which should remain about 2" below 
the upper edge of the celotex box. 

J) Place the two stacks of 12" x 12" plastic/steel wool in 
the two remaining spaces between the celotex and 
metal cube, as given in the previous step. 

K) Take the 10 remaining pieces of 16" x 16" plastic car
pet runner and layer them with steel wool. Stack 
them up and set them aside. Unlike prior stacks, 
however, do not finish the final plastic layer with 
steel wool. 

L) Take the remaining square of galvanized sheet met
al, and drill or punch small holes in each corner, 
about 112" from each corner. The holes should be 
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A one-cubic foot, 10-ply accumulator with attached funnel. 
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large enough to accommodate a long but narrow 
screw. 

M) Find a rough wood or carpeted surface to work on. 
Lay the stack of plastidsteel wool squares on the last 
piece of celotex. Center it on the celotex; there should 
be about 1/2" of celotex appearing all around the 
stack. Now place the sheet metal square (with the 
holes) on top of the plastidsteel-wool/celotex stack, 
and center it also. There should be about 2" of plastic 
extending beyond the edge of the metal square on 
each side. Use some masking tape to temporarily 
hold the celotex/plastidsteel stack together. 

N) Using an ice pick, carefully make four vertical holes 
through the plastidsteel wool stack, and through the 
celotex, using the corner holes in the sheet metal 
square as a guide. Do not use a drill, as the steel wool 
will spindle around the drill bit. 

0) Using four skinny bolts, along with nuts and LARGE 
washers, secure the metal square and plastic/steel 
wool stack against the celotex square. Use a bolt no 
longer than necessary, such that the bolt ends will 
not protrude significantly. When completed, this 
whole lid assembly should fit snugly on top of the Ce
lotex box. The metal plate attached to the lid should 
closely, but not perfectly, align with the metal cube 
interior. With the lid in place, only bare metal 
should face to the interior of the accumulator. 

P) For handles, first firmly glue a flat, wide and long 
wood strip to two outer sides of the celotex cube, near to 
the top. When completely dry, screw wood or metal 
handles to these wood strips. A handle should also be 
attached to the upper, outer side of the lid assembly, 
using a similar support mechanism. The celotex is 
simply too lightweight to accept screws or nails 
alone. You may likewise install a hinge between the 
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lid assembly and the box, or coaster wheels to the 
bottom, but these are not necessary. 

Q) For additional charging strength, the outer celotex 
walls may be coated with melted bees wax or paraf
fin (not really necessary), but in any case should 
be given several coats of protective natural shellac. 

R) For additional charging strength, store this cubical 
accumulator in the bottom part of a larger, human
sized accumulator, under the bench that you nor
mally sit upon. Be sure to maintain a clean and 
uncontaminated environment for your accumula
tor, as per the points given in the previous chapters. 
Prop the lid open when not in use, and store in a 
clean, dry place, without electromagnetic or nucle
ar contamination. 
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18. Construction of an Orgone 
Shooter Funnel 

The shooter funnel is similar to other accumulating 
devices, but bas an open face allowing for external irradi
ation of objects. It is often connected to a larger box accu
mulator, but this is not absolutely necessary. 

A) Obtain a galvanized steel funnel with about 6" di
ameter at the large end, from a hardware, farm 
supply, or auto supply store. Auto supply stores 
sometimes sell these with a flexible metal hose al
ready attached, for dispensing oil into a car en
gine, and this may help in the later attachment to a 
box accumulator. 

B) Coat the outer metal surface of the funnel with a 
layer of melted bees-wax:, or with strips of black 
plastic electrical tape, leaving exposed the bare met
al surface of the funnel interior. 

C) If desired, the small "draining" end of the funnel 
can be attached to a 3/4" or 1" diameter length of 
hollow, flexible metal "greenfield BX" cable (use 
galvanized steel, not aluminum). The other end of 
the cable is then run into the interior of a small box 
accumulator, through a hole in its side or lid. Wrap 
the outer surface of the flexible metal cable with 
black-plastic electrical insulation tape. (See page 
121.) Your shooter funnel will then draw orgone 
down the cable to the funnel opening, increasing its 
radiating strength. Or, simply store the shooter 
funnel inside a box-type accumulator, to keep it 
charged up. 
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19. Construction of an Orgone 
Shooter Wand 

The shooter wand is a very simple meanis for demon
strating the subjective sensations of the orgone radiation, 
and also for irradiation of orgone energy into body cavities. 
Simply store the completed shooter wand inside a well main
tained accumulator, and remove it for use when necessary. 
Under relaxed conditions, most people can hold this wand in 
the hand, or place it on the solar plexus or upper lip, and 
readily feel the soft radiant glow of the orgone energy. 

A) Obtain a pyrex test tube of about 3/4" to 1" diameter, 
and 6" to 9" long, from a laboratory or medical sup
ply company. 

B) Fill the test tube full 
of fine grade ("000" 
or "0000") steel 
wool. Compress to a reasonable firmness. 

C) Seal the open end of the test tube with a rubber stopper, 
and tape it shut with plastic electrical tape. 

D) Place the shooter wand inside a small orgone accu
mulator for a period of several days or weeks before 
using. Keep it stored inside the accumulator in be
tween uses. 

E) If you use the shooter wand to irradiate the throat or 
other body cavities, or if the pyrex glass otherwise be
comes soiled, wipe the glass clean with isopropyl al
cohol prior to putting it back inside the accumulator. 
The wand should always be alcohol cleaned and air 
dried prior to being replaced into the accumulator for 
charging. 
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20. Construction of a Large 3-Ply 
Orgone Energy Accumulator 

This accumulator is large enough to sit in, and is com
posed of 6 large rectangular panels. Each panel is made 
from a wood frame, galvanized steel sheet metal (27 gauge), 
steel wool, fibreglass (without aluminum backing), and ce
lotex (soundboard). One side of each wood frame is faced 
with galvanized steel, the other with celotex, and the three al
ternating layers of fibreglass and steel wool are sandwiched 
in between. 

A) First compute the size of the panels for an accumula
tor that will fit your personal needs, adding the ne
cessary dimensions for overlap between the various 
panels. The side panels and back panel should phys
ically sit on the edges of the bottom panel. The back 
panel should snuggle between the two side panels. 
The top panel should overlap and rest upon both side 
panels and the back panel, covering them. The door 
panel should, like the back panel, snuggle between 
the side panels when it is shut. I believe this arrange
ment is the simplest possible, and most efficient to 
build. Dimensions are given below for accumulators 
to accommodate people of varymg sitting heights, but 
of average weight. As the distance of the body surface 
from the metal walls increases, there will be a reduc
tion in effectiveness of the accumulator. The dimen
sions of the accumulator should be carefully selected 
to meet your needs. An additional 1/2" clearance is 
provided in the width dimension (1/4" each side), 
such that the door will open and shut freely. 
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Panel Large 
IHmensi1ma; Size. 
Top: 29.5" x 35" 
Bottom: 29.5" x 35" 
Left side: 35" x 58" 
Right side: 35" x 58" 
Back: 25" x 58" 
Door: 25" x52" 

Interior Dimensions: 
Height: 58" 
Width: 25" 
Depth: 31" 

You will need: 

Medium 
Siz.e. 
26.5" x 32" 
26.5" x 32" 
32"x 54" 
32"x54" 
22" x54" 
22" x48" 

54" 
22" 
28" 

Small 
Siz.e. 
23.5" x 28" 
23.5" x 28" 
28" x 50" 
28" x 50" 
19" x 50" 
19" x 44" 

50" 
19" 
24" 

Height= height sitting erect in a chair + about 3" 
Width = shoulder width + about 4" (2" each side) 
Breadth = sitting, knee to back distance + about 3" 

B) Make wood frames of 3/4" x 1-1/2" pine (called "one 
by two" in lumber yards), like picture frames, such 
that the outer edges conform to the computed dimen
sions for your accumulator panels. Nail and glue all 
joints. 

C) Arrange the open wood frames together, as they will 
be when the accumulator is complete, to make sure 
that all dimensions have been properly calculated 
and cut. If there is an error in your calculations, now 
is the time to find out, before the more expensive celo
tex and galvanized sheet metal have been cut. 

D) Cut the celotex panels to size, from 1/2" or 3/4" thick 
celotex sheet, to cover fully one side of each wood 
frame. Nail and glue the celotex panels to each wood 
frame. Use 1/4" plywood instead of celotex for the bot
tom panel (and only the bottom panel). 
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Assembled Wood Frames for Accumulator Panels 
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E) Cut batts of 1/4" thick fibreglass material to size and 
place a layer inside each of the open panel frames. 
Use gloves and a mask to protect yourself. Do not 
compress. Avoid lumps and holes. You can use wool, 
cotton, acrylic felt, or rock wool instead, if you wish, 
but for a large accumulator like this, the costs will be 
higher, and the accumulation will not be signifi
cantly stronger. These other materials may yield a 
different "feel" to the orgone charge, and if that is 
important to you, the cost may be justified. 

F) Unroll very fine ("000" or "0000") steel wool pads and 
place a layer inside each of the open panel frames, on 
top of the fibreglass. Leave it fluffy, at around the 
same thickness as when unrolled, in as uniform a 
layer as possible. Some steel wool comes in large 
rolls which, if you can get it, will speed up construc
tion for large accumulators. 

G) Repeat steps E and F, placing a new layer of fibre
glass on top of the previous steel wool layer, and an
other layer of steel wool on top of that. 

H) Again repeat steps E and F, placing another new 
layer of fibreglass on top of the previous steel wool 
layer, and another layer of steel wool on top of that. 

I) You should now have three alternating layers of fibre
glass and steel wool contained in the open frame of 
each panel. The final layer facing you should be 
composed of steel wool. The panels should also be 
filling up, and may need to be slightly compressed 
before the final layer of galvanized steel sheet metal 
can be added. If you have used some other type of 
non-metallic material than fibreglass, and if the 
material lies loosely in the frame, you may have 
problems with slumping of the plys when the panels 
are finally sealed and placed in upright position. If 
this is the case, now is the time to do something to pre-
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End Cross-Section of Side, Top, Back and Door Accumulator Panels 

This side to inside of aa:umulator 

------------------ Galvanized Steel sheet metal 

This side t.o outside of accumulator 

End Cross-Section of Bottom Accumulator Panel 

This side to inside of accumulator 

This side t.o floor 
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Front View, full-size 3-ply accumulator 

For Warmer, Tropical Climates: Use door with 3" convec
tion gaps at top and bottom, as per measurements onp.127. 
(Photo on p.23.) If needed, tack screen strips to door top and 
bottom, across gaps, to keep out insects. 

For Cooler or Cold Climates: Use full height door with 
small window. (Photo on back cover.) Before cutting door 
materials, adjust door measurements (p.127) to only 114" less 
than full height of side panels. Before assembling door, cut 
matching 6" square openings in door sheet metal and celo
tex, centered at face height, then frame opening with 1x2" 
wood strips. Complete assembly as per instructions. 

Use hinges with removable hinge pins for easier assembly 
and take-down. Secure inside of door with hook and eye. 
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vent slumping. 

J) Cut the galvanized steel sheet metal to size such that it 
fits over the open part of each panel, overlapping and 
covering the wood frames. Use the lightest sheet met
al available, such as 27 gauge, which can be cut with 
hand shears for trimming, and still add to structural 
strength of the panels. For the bottom (floor) panel, 
add a layer ofl/4" plywood under the sheet metal, for 
additional weight support. Nail it securely onto the 
wood frames, using a small hole punch if necessary. 
Small steel tacks should easily penetrate through the 
sheet metal. After nailing, use file or shears to trim 
all sharp metal corners. As an alternative to gal
vanized steel sheet metal, some people have effective
ly used galvanized steel wire mesh, or wire screen. 
This is cheaper to use, and can be secured to the wood 
frame with a heavy duty staple gun. The steel wool 
should be visible through the screen. 

K) Assemble and secure the panels together. Start by se
curing one side panel to the bottom panel, by using an 
"L" shaped metal brace at the front and rear of the 
side panel, near the bottom. Use screws, such that the 

· accumulator can be taken 
apart later for easy moving. 
Secure the other side panel in a 
similar fashion, followed by 
the back panel. The back pan
el must be secured indepen
dently by small metal braces, 
placed between the wood 
frames of the bottom and back. 
Add the top panel, and secure it 
to the sides and back in a siin-

ilar manner. The accumulator should now be quite 
sturdy, and is almost complete. 

L) Carefully mark and drill holes for door hinges and 
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attach them to the door panel and side panel. Make 
sure you center the door in a way that leaves equal 
space at the top and bottom, either for convection 
gaps (for the vented door style), or as clearance to 
allow the door to freely swing open and shut (for the 
full-height windowed door style). Use hinges with 
removable pins so that you can easily take the door 
off when moving the accumulator. After fixing the 
door to the side panel, it should open fully and close 
snugly, without binding. 

M) Attach a hook and eye to the door and side panel op
posite the hinge, such that the person sitting inside 
can secure it shut. Finally, add several coats of 
natural shellac to the outer exposed celetox, to pro
tect it from humidity and add to its accumulating 
strength. 

N) Your accumulator is now complete, except for a 
seat. You should have a seat which will allbw you to 
place other accumulator chargers underneath. For 
this purpose, you might wish to specially construct a 
wooden bench. Wood is a good material to use, as it 
does not absorb the orgone energy significantly, 
and is not cold to the touch. Do not use woods that 
have been soaked in preservative or formaldehyde, 
however. Metal chairs are OK, but will be quite cold 
to sit on unless covered with a light fabric. 

0) You may also wish to construct a chest board, or or
gone pillow, for use inside the accumulator. As you 
sit inside, notice that there is a great distance from 
your chest to the front metal wall. This large 
distance inhibits orgone irradiation to your chest. 
An additional, small accumulator panel, similar 
to those used for the wall panels, could be construct
ed for use inside the larger box, to bring the radia
tion closer to the chest. However, a simpler way is 
to use a bundle of cotton, wool, or acrylic felt, rolled 
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into a large pi1low shape with equal layers of steel 
wool. The final outer layer should be composed of 
steel wool, and the entire bundle is then placed in
side a thin cotton pillowcase. It should be large 
enough that it fits very snugly into the pillowcase. 
By holding this orgone pillow close to the chest, 
while you are in the accumulator, it will irradiate 
those frontal areas of your body that are not so well 
irradiated by the accumulator walls. Leave the or
gone pillow inside the accumulator when not in use, 
to keep it charged up. You can also use this pillow 
outside of the accumulator, in a manner similar to 
the orgone blanket, with equally good results. 

P) Do not connect electrical appliances to the accumula
tor. Follow the cautions given in the previous chap
ters. You can read a book while inside the accumu
lator, but should use either a strong external light 
source (to shine a beam of incandescent light into 
the accumulator), or you can use a battery-powered 
reading light inside. Again: no fluorescent lights, 
television sets, heating blankets or pads, or other 
electrical or electromagnetic devices!! 
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INFORMATION SOURCES 
On Wilhelm Reich and Orgonomy: 

Orgone Biophysical Research Lab, Greensprings Research 
and Educational Center: PO Box 1148, Ashland, Oregon 
97520 USA. Tel/Fax: 541/ 552-0118.Email:demeo@mind.net 
Internet; http://id.mind.net/community/orgonelab/index.htm 

- Publishes Pulse of the Planet journal, books and Special 
Reports. Public educational lectures & seminars on Wilhelm 
Reich & orgonomy. Active program of orgonomic atmospheric & 
environmental research. 

Natural Energy Works: PO Box 1148, Ashland, Oregon 97520 USA 
Tel/Fax: 541/ 552-0118. Email: demeo@mind.net 
- Mail order sales of books, products, accumulator construction 
supplies, research instruments, radiation detection meters. 

Institute for Orgonomic Science: PO Box 304, Gwynedd Valley, 
PA 19437 Tel: 410/ 732-1200 

- Publishes Annals of the Institute for Orgonomic Science. Active 
program of orgooomic research. Training for orgooe therapists. 
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The Wilhelm Reich Museum: PO Box 687, Rangeley, Maine 04970, 
Tel: 207/ 864-3443. Email: wreich@rangeley.org 
- Preserves Wilhelm Reich's home and laboratory (called Or
gonon) for public viewing and tours. Publishes a Newsletter, and 
Orgonomic Functionalism. Sells xerox copies of various out-of
print books, journals, and pamphlets by Wilhelm Reich. Occa
sional seminars and symposis. 

The American Colle ge of Orgon omy: PO Box 490, Princeton, NJ 
08542. Tel. 908/ 821-1144. 

- Publishes the Journal of Orgonomy. Occasional public symposia, 
seminars and workshops. Training for orgone therapists. 

Center for F unction al Research : 2175 Mar East, Tiburon, CA 
94920. Fax 415/ 435-2815. Email: CFR@FunctionalResearch.org 

-Active program of ergonomic and related consciousness research. 
Occasional public symposia. Training for orgone therapists. 

Center for Orgonomic Studies: 6823 NE 29th Ave., Seattle, WA 
98115. Tel: 206/ 523-0800 Email: orgstudies@aol.com 

- Training for orgone therapists. Occasional public symposia. 

Orgonics: Email: Orgonics@aol.com www.orgonics.com 
- Sells quality experimental orgone blankets, seed-chargers & 

full-size accumulators. 

F oreign Research J ournals o n Orgonomy: 
Bioenergy, So.37-1 Ta,komachi, Kanazawa 921, Japan. 
Emotion, Karlsburgallee 25-E, Berlin 14089, Germany. 
Energia, Caracter y Sociedad, Publicationes Orgon, 

C/.Serpis 36-34a, Valencia 46022 Spain. 
Greeh Journal of Orgonomy, Hellenic Orgonomic Association, 

T.0. 18251, Thessaloniki 54008, Greece. 
Lebensenergie, Zentrum fur Orgonomie, Im Braunlesrot 20, 

Waldbrun 69429, Germany. 
Reuista de Ciencias Orgonomicas, Fundacion Wilhelm Reich, 

Cl.San Lazaro 2, Figueres, Gerena 17600, Spain. 
Sciences Orgonomiques, "La Rose des Sables", Aile due Chene 

Vert, Pare Liserb, 06000 Nice, France. 

Of Related Interest: S u mmerhill Sch ool, Leisten, Suffolk, IP16 
4HY United Kingdom - Democratically operated school founded 
by A.S. Neill, educator and pioneer on self-regulation for 
children. Publishes Friends of the Summerhill 1>-ust Journal. 
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Health Freedom Organizations and Alternative 
Cancer Treatment Clinics and Institutes: 

Cancer Control Society, and Cancer Control Journal: 
2043 N. Berendo St. Los Angeles, CA90027; (213) 663-7801 
- Maintains a complete listing of clinics and medical practitioners in 

the USA and abroad, who use non-toxic, alternative treatments 
for degenerative disease 

- Sells books on alternative health topics 
- Annual conventions on alternative health topics 

Cancer Control Society Clinic Tours and Travel Services: 
(Mexico): PO Box 4651, Modesto, CA 95352; (209) 529-4697 

Gerson Institute, Charlotte Gerson, Clinic in Mexico: 
US Contact: PO Box 430, Bonita, CA 92002; (619) 267-1150 

Hoxsey Herbal Therapy, Bio-Medical Center: 
PO Box 727, 615 General Ferreira (Colonia Juarez) 
Tijuana, B.C., Mexico; (706) 684-9011, 684-9132 

Linus Pauling Institute: 
440 Page Mill Rd., Palo Alto, CA 94306; (415) 327-4064 

Livingstone Immunology Clinic: 
3232 Duke St., San Diego, CA 92110; (619) 224-3515 

National Health F.ederation, and Health Freedom News: 
PO Box 688, Monrovia, CA 91016; (818) 357-2181 
- Annual conferences on alternative health topics 
- Book sales on alternative health topics 
- Works to change repressive health laws 

Project Cure: Center for Alternative Cancer Research: 
1101 Conn. Ave., NW #403, Washington, DC 20036 (800) 552-2873 
- Works to change repressive health laws 
- Publishes a newsletter 
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Appendix: 
ABSTRACT 

The Psycho-Physiological Effects of 
the Reich Orgone Energy Accumulator 

Dissertation, University of Marburg, 
West Germany, 1986. 

by Stefan Miischenich, Dipl-Psych. and 
Rainer Gebauer, Dipl-Psych. 

This dissertation contains an experimental investiga
tion of the (psycho-) physiological changes in volunteer test 
subjects during sessions in a Reich orgone accumulator, 
conducted at the University of Marburg, West Germany. 

Proceeding from clinical observations as well as from 
further research work in the biological and physical fields, 
the Austrian-born physician and psychotherapist Wilhelm 
Reich postulated a S{>ecific bioenergy manifesting itself in 
the living organism, and called it orgone. This hypothesis 
was based on extensive biophysical studies conducted by 
Reich between 1934 and 1957 at the universities of Oslo and 
New York, and in his own research laboratories. Steps in 
this development were experiments on changes in endoso
matic skin potential due to certain stimuli, the description of 
energy-carrying vesicle-like structures (bions) during the 
microscopic observation of disintegrating biological slides, 
and investigations of hitherto unexplained atmospheric en
ergy phenomena that play a part in forming weather condi
tions. Finally Reich claimed that the orgone was a univer
sally existing kind of energy and he attributed to it a specific 
(psycho-) physiological effectiveness on the human organ
ism. 
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About 1940 Reich published the construction plans for an 
apparatus that was able to concentrate this energy within its 
interior. He postulated that spending some time in this or
gone accumulator (ORAC) produced certain psychic and so
matic reactions. Later he used the device for therapeutic pur
poses in the treatment of some syndromes. An orgone accu
mulator may be described as a closet-like structure or box, 
each of its walls consisting of a number of alternate layers 
of organic material (for the exterior) and metal (for the in
terior). 

In the theoretical part of our dissertation we first dis
cussed a choice of empirical studies published by various 
scientists who dealt with the physical aspects of the atmos
phere within the device. The phenomenon of a constantly in
creased air temperature in the accumulator (the To-T effect), 
the observation of a delayed electroscopical discharge rate, 
and processes connected with alterations in air humidity 
and water evaporation rate are of special interest in this con
text. Furthermore some medical case histories were demon
strated to illustrate the effects of the orgone accumulator that 
were conducive to health during the therapy of various dis
eases. The studies mentioned were described in their topical 
and historical connection with Reich's research work and 
concepts. In doing so, we critically discussed the scientific 
validity of the theories involved. 

The main effort of our own experimental work was to in
vestigate the (psycho-) physiological effects that are attribut
ed to orgone accumulator sessions. Reich claimed that body 
temperature rose during ORAC sessions and he described a 
general vagotonic activation due to sitting in the device for a 
certain period of time. Considering the contents of orgonom
ic publications, and the results of our own pilot tests, we de
cided to explore the systematic changes in body core temper
ature, skin temperature, and heart rate (ECG). As far as we 
know, the two last mentioned parameters have never before 
been evaluated in a scientific manner. 

We conducted a long-term study with 15 volunteer sub
jects, each of them carrying through 20 experimental hours. 
In this experiment the physiological variables mentioned 
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above were continuously recorded during the sessions with 
the help of electronic devices. Ten persons undertook ten 30-
minute sessions in an eight-fold coated orgone accumulator 
built according to Reich's instructions. Besides, they carried 
through ten 30-minute sessions in an almost identical
looking control box. This control box had been constructed 
by us for purposes of comparison. It consisted only of organic 
matter (and no metals), but concerning its size, shape, and 
insulating properties it did not differ from the original accu
mulator box (which did contain metals). Five additional 
subjects conducted all their 20 sessions in the same box: 
three persons used the orgone accumulator every time, while 
two subjects used only the control. Before each session the 
subjects sat in a comfortable relaxation-chair for 15 min
utes. By this provision we wanted to establish a standardized 
psychophysiological initial level During this space of time, 
the physiological data mentioned were measured. 

Firstly, by this means a comparison between the physio
logical reaction patterns in the orgone accumulator and in 
the control box was made possible. Secondly, one could relate 
the data recorded during the sessions in one of the two boxes 
to the activation standard previously measured in the relax
ation-seat. The entire investigation was conducted as a 
"double-blind study", which means that neither the volun
teer subjects (who had been chosen at random) nor the per
sons that gave the instructions and recorded the data knew 
anything about the experiment they were taking part in. The 
clothing of the subjects, the positions of the two boxes, the se
quence in which the two devices were used, and the other ex
perimental modalities were standardized or balanced out. 
In contrast for example to the medical case histories men
tioned above, we took into consideration psychological 
sources of error, and artifacts caused by superimposition ef
fects. Intending to control these factors, we had the persons 
fill out a questionnaire after each session, which revealed 
information about their psychophysiological sensations and 
moods during their stay in the boxes. The exploration, as 
well as the fact that the subjects were absolutely uninformed, 
was to eliminate falsifications produced by suggestion (e.g. 

150 



The Orgone Accumulator Handbook 

caused by manipulation through the conductors of the study) 
or autosuggestive factors. 

In this way we evaluated the subjective quality of poten
tial physiological changes. Additionally, the recorded ECG 
data conveyed information about the psychic and emotional 
excitement of the participating persons. Besides, meteoro
logical and physical variables were continuously meas
ured. They were to be correlated with the psychophysiologi
cal data. 

The investigation gave the following results: All of the 
(a-priori formulated) hypotheses, which claimed that there 
were no greater psychophysiological alterations between rel
axation-chair and orgone accumulator than between relaxa
tion-chair and control box, could be rejected with a statistical 
significance on the 1 % level. This means that one may pro
ceed with a probability of 99% on the assumption that, com
pared with the initial standard during the stay in the relaxa
tion-chair, the physiological data recorded in the orgone ac
cumulator were subject to greater alterations than the data 
recorded in the control. 

Both of the body temperature variables showed a distinct 
increase during the accumulator sessions. These facts are 
in accordance with Reich's predications of a rise in core 
temperature and an increase in parasympathetic activation 
produced by orgone accumulator treatment. The interpreta
tion of heart rate pattern, however, is more difficult. While 
one would expect a decrease, the heartbeat frequency re
vealed a clear increase between the initial level and the stay 
in the accumulator. These problems may probably result 
from the fact that the ECG-data showed a relatively high sta
tistical variance and were much more sensitive to acciden
tal external influences and momentary psychic states than 
the more stable temperature parameters. Further follow-up 
studies are to explore to what extent a possible vagotonic 
ECG-effect may have been superimposed by cognitive pro
cesses, nervousness, or anxiety. Still, we can conclude that 
the assumption of vegetative changes during orgone accu
mulator sessions was strongly confirmed by our data. The 
impression one gets from the results of the first 10 subjects 
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was corroborated by the data of those five persons who used 
only the accumulator or only the control every time. The 
number of these last-mentioned cases, however, is too small 
for a statistical test of significance. 

Some further interesting effects are worth mentioning, 
too: for example, one person seemed to be "resistant" to the 
orgone accumulator effects, while another proved to respond 
extremely sensitively to the accumulator. Not only the objec
tive physiological results but the subjective sensations 
(expressed in the questionnaire) of these two persons justi
fied this hypothesis. Besides, the "ORAC-resistant" subject 
was the only one who said that he felt better in the control 
than in the orgone accumulator. All the other persons pre
ferred the accumulator. Generally it can be said that the 
questionnaire data corresponded well to the recorded physio
logical changes. In the accumulator box the volunteer sub
jects noticed more perceptions of warmth, prickling and 
tickling on the skin surface; additionally, they connected 
more pleasant cognitive associations with the orgone accu
mulator than with the control. 

In our study a correlation between psychophysiological 
alterations and meteorological/physical processes was cor
roborated. During late spring and early summer months the 
somatic reactions were stronger than during the colder peri
od. Especially the air pressure outside the building seems to 
be quite a good predictor for the physiological pattern in the 
accumulator. The phenomenon of a constantly positive To-T 
difference was statistically confirmed. The total of the mete
orological data revealed that the air temperature measured 
in the orgone accumulator differs from that recorded in the 
control on the 1 % level. 

As a conclusion it can be stated that the results received 
in our investigation furnish evidence for the assumption 
that the physical properties of the orgone accumulator and its 
psychophysiological efficacy on human organisms, postu
lated by Reich and his associates, factually exist. Various, 
more natural-scientific oriented follow-up investigations 
are expected to determine whether the hypothesis is justified 
that a hitherto unknown biophysical energy (the orgone) is 
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the causative factor of the phenomena described. Additional
ly, a more extensive study might clarify one or other effect. 
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Figure 1. Average Change in Body Core Temperatures, 
for both control box and orgone accumulator, among differ
ent volunteer subjects participating in the study (identified 
by number). 

Black = Change in body core temperature between 
relaxation-chair and control box session 

White = Change in body core temperature between 
relaxation-chair and orgone accumulator session 
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Figure 2. Changes in Body Core Temperatures of Sub
jects Mouing From Relaxation-Chair into Control Box. 
Note the absence of any significant difference in tempera
tures (except for subject #4). 

Appendix Author Contact Addresses: 
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Hohenzollernstr. 11, 79106 Freiburg i.B., Germany 
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Figure 3. Changes in Body Core Temperatures of Sub
jects Moving From Relaxation-Chair into Orgone Accumu
lator. Significant temperature differences are now quite 
apparent (especially subjects #4 and #14). 

Copyright © 1986, All Rights Reserved by Stefan 
Miischenich and Rainer Gebauer, Germany. Full text pub
lished as Der Reichsche Orgonakkumulator, Naturwis
senschaftliehe Diskussion, Praktische Anwendung, Expoe
rimentelle Untersuchung, Nexus Press, Frankfurt, 1989. 
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Postscript 1999 

This second edition of the Orgone Accumulator Handbook ap
peared in 1989, and has continued to sell slowly but steadily, 
being the only available book on this important subject and 
spreading information about Reich's discoveries to new audi
ences around the world. It is now translated into Greek, Ger
man, Spanish, Portuguese, and Japanese, with Polish and 
French editions under preparation. With the spreading of this 
new knowledge has come a lively communication between my
self and various scientists, physicians and experimenters in dif
ferent lands, pointing to a need for a few clarifications and ad
ditions to the Handbook. 

Clarification on Materials for 
Orgone Accumulator Construction 

Since the 1940s, when Reich first published his findings on 
the orgone accumulator, he and others (myself included) have 
advocated celotex for construction of the outer, non-metallic layer 
of the accumulator. However, "celotex" is in fact a brand name 
of the Celotex company, and does not today designate any one 
specific product. Originally, the Celotex company made only 
organically-based soundboard material, which is formed from 
the crushed and pulverized stalks of sugar cane and other her
baceous farm plant residues. The crushed organic material is 
mixed with binders and glues, pressed into a flat sheet to dry, 
and then painted white on one surface. Such soundboard mate
rial continues to be available from many different sources. But 
the term "celotex" has lost its original meaning. Celotex com
pany today makes a number of rigid insulating panels which 
are totally unacceptable and toxic in the construction of accu
mulators, such as an aluminum-foil and foam insulation board. 

Another excellent form of masonboard is now available for 
the exterior of the accumulator, called Medite from the Medite 
Corporation. Medite (or similar material from other manufac
turers) is also made from cellulose plant or woody materials 
ground into very tiny particles, mixed with binders and glues 
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and pressed into thin flat sheets. It is a dense, hard material, 
not like the often crumbly soundboard, and therefore will last 
much longer. Medite can also be ordered in a special formalde
hyde-free composition. Whether one uses the original Celotex 
soundboard, or Medite board, it is strongly advised to give the 
exterior surface several heavy coats of natural shellac to stabi
lize it, make it waterproof, and add to the orgonotic attraction. 

It is also now possible to obtain carded sheep's wool at suffi
ciently low cost as to substitute for the fiberglass normally used 
inside accumulator panels. When wool is sheared from a sheep, 
it is gently washed and combed to remove debris, yielding a 
light and fluffy material called carded wool, which is later pro
cessed into yarn or thread for the ultimate making of wool fab
rics. Carded wool can be pulled and teased into thin layers as 
needed for use within orgone accumulator panels, and has no 
dusts or toxic qualities whatsoever. Newer biomedical findings 
suggest fiberglass is much more toxic to breathe and handle 
than previously believed, and so it is all around a better idea to 
go totally with the more natural materials, such as the carded 
wool. It can be purchased in bulk from wholesale wool products 
suppliers, or by mail-order from Natural Energy Works (PO Box 
1148, Ashland, Oregon 97520). Fiberglass and some kinds of 
plastics (see page 43 and below) can still be used to make excel
lent strong accumulators, but the wool is far easier and more 
pleasant to handle. 

We can also add the following new information regarding 
why some materials work well for the exterior non-metal layer, 
while others not. In general, those materials with a high di
electric constant (such as sheep's wool with its organic oils, cer
tain plastics, acrylics, fiberglass, shellac, beeswax, etc.) are also 
good orgone absorbers. Several chemists have also pointed out 
that petrochemical synthetics which make good orgone absorb
ers (acrylics, styrene) contain abundant oxygen and water mol
ecules imbedded in their molecular structures. Whether these 
preliminary ideas hold true universally for a variety of other 
materials remains to be seen, but they are worthwhile points 
for further investigation. 

All other points made in the Handbook regarding good and 

158 



The Orgone Accumulator Handbook 

poor materials for orgone accumulator construction remain un
changed and time-tested. 

Cautionary Note on New 
''Wireless" Electromagnetic Gadgets 

On the subject of safe use of the accumulator (see Part II), 
we may add the following: Over the last decade, there has been 
an increased use of new "high tech" devices for telecommunica
tions purposes which actively emit potentially toxic low-levels 
of electromagnetic radiation: cellular telephones and cell-phone 
relay systems (often located in populated areas) emit micro
wave radiations at potentially toxic levels, as well as new re
mote-control apparatus which employ active far infrared (close 
to microwave) frequencies, such as inventory scanners and vari
ous kinds of"wireless" technology. In all cases, orgone accumu
lators should not be located near to any of these devices, nor 
should any human being wish to live, work or sleep near them 
either! New electromagnetic devices should be viewed as con
trary for safe use of orgone devices unless proven otherwise. 
On the other hand, various passiue infra-red sensing devices 
(such as automated outdoor security Hghts) pose no problems. 

Sprouted Mung Beans: Left side, Orgone-Charged. 
Right side, Controls. (Experimental protocol p.96-97) 
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New Publications and Controlled 
Studies on the Human Bio-Effects 
of the Orgone Energy Accumulator 

In recent years, mainstream publishers in Germany have 
expressed a growing interest in the works of Wilhelm Reich, 
and on the subject of his research findings (an interest not cur
rently shared by any mainstream American publisher). Some 
examples of this interest are given below. 

Appendix I of this Handbook (page 148-155) presents an 
extended abstract describing the first double-blind controlled 
study ofhuman physiological response to the orgone accumula
tor, as undertaken by Stefan Muschenich and Rainer Gebauer. 
Their study was completed in 1986 at the University ofMarburg 
in Germany. Dr. Muschenich subsequently wrote a major book 
on this same subject (in the German language): 

Stefan Miischenich, Der Gesundheitsbegriff im Werk des 
Arztes Wilhelm Reich (The Concept of Health in the Works of Dr. 
Wilhelm Reich), Doktorarbeit am Fachbereich Humanmeclizin 
der Philipps-Universitiit Marburg, Verlag Garich & 
Weiershauser, Marburg 1995, 425 pages. ISBN 3-922906-54-0. 

In more recent years, another similar double-blind and con
trolled study was undertaken at the University of Vienna by 
Gunter Hebenstreit, producing similar positive results. The 
Hebenstreit study; like that of Miischenich and Gebauer, used 
an orgone accumulator, a control dummy-box that looked like 
an accumulator, and a relaxation-chair in which test subjects 
were evaluated both before and after exposure to either the ac· 
cumulator or control enclosure. It produced positive results, I 
am informed. Unfortunately, we do not have any printed proto
cols, but can give the exact citation for those who wish to obtain 
and read the original German-language publication: 

Giinter Hebenstreit, Der Orgonakkumulator Nach Wilhelm 
Reich. Eine Experimentelle Untersuchung zur Spannungs
Ladungs-Formel, Diplomarbeit zur Erlangung des Magister
grades der Philosophie an der Grung- und Integrativ
wissenschaftlicben Fakultat der Universitat Wien, 1995. 

Another German-language title of significance was pub
lished in 1998, containing the contributed research papers of 
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40 different scientific-professional authors on the subject of 
Wilhelm Reich's social and biophysical findings, to include many 
papers on the subject of bions, orgone energy, and the orgone 
energy accumulator: 

James DeMeo & Bernd Senf, Editors, Nach Reich: Neue 
Forschungen zur Orgonomie: SexualOkonomie, Die Entdeckung 
Der Orgonenergie (After Reich: New Research in Orgonomy: Sex
Economy, Discovery of the Orgone Energy), Zweitausendeins 
Verlag, Frankfurt, 1998. 898 pp. ISBN 3-86150-239-9. 

An Orgone Energy Darkroom (ro01n-sized accumulator) at the 
Orgone Biophysical Research Lab's high-altitude Greensprings 
Center near Ashland, Oregon. This structure is made in the 
form of a large accumulator, with a metal-lined interior and 
under-layering of fiberglass. Inside are several hurnan-sized 
orgone accumulators and experimental chargers. The strength 
of the atmospheric orgone energy charge inside such an orgone 
room is dramatically increased. The orgone energy can be more 
easily felt and observed with the eye, and registers more clearly 
in experiments and with measuring apparatus. 
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About the 
Orgone Biophysical Research Lab 
(OBRL) and Greensprings Center 

The Orgone Biophysical Research Lab is a non-profit science 
research and educational foundation, established in 1978. Over 
the years, OBRL has supported various laboratory and field 
research projects, educational lectures and seminars in both 
the USA and overseas, focused upon the sex-economic and or
gone biophysical discoveries of the late, great natural scientist, 
Wilhelm Reich. OBRL also publishes a journal, Pulse of the 
Planet, on an irregular basis. The founder and director ofOBRL, 
James DeMeo, has been investigating and extending Dr. Reich's 
original findings in both the social and natural sciences since 
1971. Early in 1995, the Greensprings Center was established 
in a vibrant forested region ofrural Oregon, to provide a better 
foundation for continued public outreach and in-depth study of 
orgone energy functions in nature. The Center also has the West 
Coast's only Orgone Energy Darkroom, for experiments requir
ing a higher energy charge, and for direct visual observation of 
orgone energy functions. New books (described at right) are also 
occasionally published, and public educational programs, the 
Greensprings Seminars, are held each summer. Accomplished 
scholars in the field of orgonomy are invited each year to share 
their knowledge and experience with interested students and 
professionals from around the world. Yearly seminars include: 
Bions, Biogenesis and the Reich Blood Test, The Orgone Energy 
Accumulator; and Guided Independent Study. Contact OBRL 
for an informative brochure and publications catalog, and to 
get on the international mailing list for seminar announcements. 

Orgone Biophysical Research Lab 
Greensprings Center, PO Box 1148 

Ashland, Oregon 97520 USA 
Tel/Fax: 541-552-0118 Email: demeo@mind.net 

OBRL's Global Internet Web Site: 
http://www.orgonelab.org 
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Additional Publications Available 
(Contact OBRL for ordering information) 

HU:-1.ticYM:k~, Heretic's Notebook (Pulse of 
~~ ... ~~'-;!'~~ the Planet #5): Emotions, 
~~~;[-"""' ·. Protocells, Ether-Drift and 
~*1:;,~ ._..,. Cosmic Life-Energy, with New 

~~~~~. ~=~=:~~~:~~;~~:g:::: 
I~· -. _,,_ Contains 28 insightful essays and 

research articles by 17 different authors, =·.. on natural childbirth, sexuality, 
--· ... - archaeology of early human violence, 

Reich's orgonomic functionalism, exposes on Reich's detractors, 
Giordano Bruno's work, bion-biogenesis research, Dayton Miller's 
ether-drift discoveries, emotional effects in REG (psychokinesis) 
experiments, new detector for orgone energy, dowsing research, 
cloudbusting desert-greening experiments in Africa, plant growth 
stimulation in the orgone accumulator, the orgone energy motor 
and "free energy", plus UFO research, book reviews, and much 
more, with color cover photos, text- photos and illustrations. 
272 pages, Large format $24 Softcover 

SAHARASIA: The 4000 BCE 
Origins of Child-Abuse, 
Sex-Repression, Warfare and 
Social Violence, In the 

'' Deserts of the Old World, 
by James DeMeo 
Dr.DeMeo'smagnumopusontheorigins 
of human violence and biophysical 
armoring, the first geographical, cross
cultural study ofhuman behavior around 
the world, using Wilhelm Reich's sex

economic discoveries as a basic starting point, presenting world 



maps of different behaviors and social institutions. Source
regions (Arabia and Central Asia) for patriarchal authoritarian 
culture were identified, and migratory-diffusion patterns were 
traced, back in time, to pinpoint where and how the human 
tragedy began. Solves the riddle of the origins ofhuman violence 
and armoring. A breakthrough in the scientific study of human 
sexuality, psychology and anthropology, and must-reading for 
every parent, student, professor and clinical worker in the field 
ofhuman health and behavior. 454 pages, with over 100 maps, 
photos, and illustrations. Large format with vivid full-color 
cover, extensive bibliography and index. Softcover $34 
Author-Signed Limited Hardbound First Edition $90 

On WllM/m R•lolr 
•nd OqJonomy 

----·_____ ._ 
On Wilhelm Reich and 
Orgonomy 
(Pulse of the Planet #4) 
Edited by James DeMeo 
Contains Reich's milestone articles on 
psychic and somatic (mind-body) 
processes, and on the bioelectrical aspects 
of human emotion and sexuality, with 
articles by R.D. Laing on Reich, and a 
discussion on Reich's work in Denmark 
when he fled Nazi terror in Germany and 

was also expelled from the International Psychoanalytic 
Association. Other papers discuss: Reich's research on biogenesis 
and discovery of the microscopical bion; the discovery of orgone 
(life) energy, and the orgone energy accumulator. Also featured 
are articles about the Food & Drug Administration's attack upon 
Reich, and their present-day war against the natural health 
movement; the deadly effects from nuclear power plants, and an 
illuminating scientific challenge to the HIV theory of AIDS -
plus other reports on current life energy research, weather 
anomalies from nuclear bomb tests, a cloudbusting desert
greening experiment in Israel, provocative book reviews, and 
more! 176 pp. Large format $20 Softcover. 




